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CHAPTER III. 
THE KOOKA OUTBREAK IN 1872. 


‘In 1863, at Sir Robert Montgomery's request, I 
took the office of Secretary to Government during 
the absence to England of Mr. Davies for six 
months, and during that time the first signs of the 
rising of the Kooka sect were observed ; and I 
became alive to the extreme danger from the 
preaching of the head of the sect, Ram Singh, 
who was originally a carpenter and in himself a 
thoroughly religious character, but his followers 
gave a political turn to his tenets, and it was 
necessary to repress them. Sir Robert Mont- 
gomery issued stringent orders restraining the 
teachers from going about, propagating their 
dangerous doctrines, and so long as these rules 
were adhered to the danger anticipated was 
averted. 

‘In 1868, Sir Donald Macleod, who succeeded 
Sir Robert Montgomery, relaxed the prohibitions 
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placed on the sect, and immediately there was an 
enormous gathering of Kookas at the great Fair 
of Anundpore, near Khowal, in the Jullundur 
division, of which I was the Commissioner, and a 
disturbance very nearly broke out and would 
have done so had it not been for the exertions of 
the police. From that time forward the mischief 
began to spread, and murders in Umritzur, Fero- 
zepore, and Loodiana were reported and traced to 
the influence of this sect. 

‘In January, 1872, I was in the camp of exercise 
at Delhi, by order of the Lieutenant-Governor, 
when the news came of an outbreak at Malair 
Kotla, and matters looked serious. Lord Napier 
of Magdala, Commander-in-Chief, was in the camp, 
and having been told that the disaffection, spread 
by Ram Singh's doctrines, had entered into the 
ranks of the native army, unless this insurrection 
was immediately stamped out, he feared the worst 
results. He, therefore, determined to send a 
small force of cavalry, infantry, and artillery to 
Loodiana, and I was ordered by the Lieutenant- 
Governor to proceed at once to the spot and 
prepare to suppress the insurrection. 

‘I asked for specific orders to apprehend the 
leader, Ram Singh, but I could get nothing definite 
out of the Lieutenant-Governor and was obliged 
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to leave without. I distinctly remember my last 
words to him, which were these: “Then I shall 
act on my own judgment, and you must support 
me.” I lay special stress on ¢Ais, and repeat it 
most emphatically now, because some time after, 
when the conduct of every one connected with the 
business was seriously criticized, the responsibility 
of the Lieutenant-Governor was denied in the 
matter. 

‘When I got to Loodiana I found that Cowan, 
Deputy Commissioner of that place, had ener- 
getically followed up the fanatics and had caught 
a large number of them at Malair Kotla. As 
Commissioner and superintendent of the native 
states, I had the power of life and death which 
he had not. I wrote to him from Loodiana, 
ordering him to try the rebels but not to put any 
sentence into execution until 1 joined him. But 
Cowan took the law into his own hands, and put 
my letter into his pocket, refusing to act on it, 
and had the men put to death. As soon as | 
heard of this I was placed in this awkward pre- 
dicament. I knew that the crisis was most im- 
portant. If I repudiated his action and showed 
that there was a division amongst rulers, the 
natives would have taken advantage of it, and as 
reports were hourly coming in of further dis- 
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turbances threatening in Jullundur and Amritsir, 
promptitude and action united was absolutely 
necessary. I recollected how, at the outbreak of 
the Mutiny, the prompt execution of a Sikh at 
Umballa had checked a threatened rising of the 
nation. I therefore decided to take upon myself 
the responsibility of Cowan's act. I wrote a letter 
approving of what he had done under the circum- 
stances. An incorrect version of my letter was 
put forward representing my having given a more 
hearty approbation than was the case, and this 
operated most injuriously on the public mind. It 
was not till months after, when I had: been re- 
moved from my post and subjected to all the 
heaviest displeasure of the Government (unjustly 
as I shall show), that I was able to publish the 
correct version of my letter to Mr. Cowan. 

‘To continue, however, my narrative of events, 
I rode out to Malair Kotla and found a number 
of men who had been caught red-handed in the 
murder of the inoffensive inhabitants. These I 
put on their trial before assessors consisting 
of the Vakheels of the native states, and having 
found them legally guilty, I sentenced them to 
death. In all this I acted perfectly within my 
powers, and even my worst enemies could take 
no exception to my proceedings, though many, 
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wise after the event, pronounced the sentences 
too severe. 

‘My next step was to apprehend Ram Singh; 
this had to be done very carefully to avoid any 
chance of rescue. I sent for him to come to my 
office at night, and ordered a special train to be 
in readiness, I had a guard concealed outside, 
to whom I handed him over as soon as he arrived, 
and put him into the train and sent him down to 
Delhi. I telegraphed to the Lieutenant-Governor, 
telling him what I had done. He approved of 
my act and obtained Lord Mayo's orders to send 
Ram Singh on to Calcutta, and subsequently to 
Rangoon where he died. 

‘It is a very remarkable fact that up to the 
time of the publication of a most severe and unjust 
sentence on me, I was never told that there was 
any inquiry going on regarding my share in the 
transaction, and I was not called upon to make 
any defence. I had no sort of suspicion of the 
storm which suddenly burst on my head, the first 
intimation of which was a curt telegram from the 
Lieutenant-Governor removing mé from my ap- 


pointment. 
‘Just at this time, fortunately for me, Lord 


Northbrook came out as Governor-General. I 
had applied to the Lieutenant-Governor for a copy 
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of the proceedings which led to my sentence of 
removal, but it was refused. I then appealed to 
Lord Northbrook, whose sense of justice operated 
in my favour, for I found that every letter or 
report which told in my favour had been carefully 
eliminated from the correspondence sent home for 
publication, and for the subsequent production of 
these I was indebted to Lord Northbrook'’s justice. 

‘It is a singular fact that whereas I believe the 
action of.the Government was, as | was told, in 
a great measure prompted by a fear of the Exeter 
Hall party at home, | found to my great surprise 
and gratification the strongest support from that 
party, and I believe the missionaries to a man 
were on my side. The independent rajahs, native 
chiefs, and gentry generally, spontaneously advo- 
cated my cause,* and were promptly snubbed for 
doing so. 


® From H. H. the MawarajaH of Puttiala, to the Secre- 
TaRY, Government, Punjab. 
* Febcuary 15, 1872. 
“My pear Frignp,—In reply to a telegram from you, I 
promised in my letter of the 2oth ultimo, to make inquiries, 
as requested by his Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, and 
communicate to you the real cause of the Kooka outbreak ; 
I therefore write for his Honours information that, from many 
proofs, it is quite certain that Ram Singh’s real motive and 
ambition was bent, upon religious grefex/, to reign and acquire 
dominion, and he deceitfully implanted this capricious notion 
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‘I had been removed from my appointment as ' 
Commissioner of Umballa and declared to be in- 


in the minds of his ignorant and superstitious followers that 
their creed was to predominate, that everywhere the Govern- 
ment of the country would be very soon in their hands, and as 
they had the fullest belief of this absurdity, he never failed to 
excite their minds and keep them in agitation and earnest 
expectation to attain their object. 

‘2. And as the number of his followers—full of blind 
bigotry and zeal—had now increased to enormity and vastness, 
he therefore had a sanguine hope of success, and excited them 
to view, with the utmost horror and hatred, the act of cow- 
killing. 

‘3. In exciting this prejudice his motive was,—as under the 
religious pretext the cartridge prejudice subverted and put in 
commotion the whole of India in 1857,—that by means of this 
ignitible match he may rouse up and excite the feelings of the 
whole Hindoo community, including the chieftains, gentry, and 
the troops, to stand up and sympathize in support of a common 
cause of hatred against the rulers of the country, anticipating, 
with some reason, a result from the confusion which would 
follow, that in every class and grade of the community he 
would be held in respect and awe, and thus establish a powerful 
sway over them, of which he was long in eamest 

‘Had not this appalling punishment been inflicted so 
promptly and so well as was the case, and had not Ram Singh 
and his Soobahs been deported from the province, there was 
no hope of the disturbance being quelled soon, and, without 
doubt, there would have been an endless waste of money and 
life before tranquillity and confidence would have been restored. 
Had they had the most meagre success, the whole sect would 
have sprung up like fiends, who were all anxiously watching 
the result of this pantomimic attack. 

‘The above is a brief result of my inquiries, which have 
been recorded after the most careful observation. There is 
one thing more, which I think it right to bring to your notice. 
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capable of serving in any political capacity. I 
went up to Simla and there pleaded for a fair trial, 
and in the end, although it was manifestly impos- 
sible to obtain the actual reversal of the solemn 
decision of the Government of India, the practical 
result was that within a year of the order, pro- 
nouncing me unworthy of political power, I was 
sent as Envoy to Kashgar, and invested with the 
powers of a Plenipotentiary. 

‘ Looking back on the past, after a long lapse 
of years, I fully adhere to the decision which | 
hastily arrived at, at the time of the Kooka out- 
break, to support my subordinate. 


I have learnt from newspapers, etc, that the Government of 
India has expressed its disapprobation at the manner of the 
punishments awarded by the local authorities, I believe the 
object of Government will be misunderstood by the native 
public, and particularly by the benighted sect, who will, no 
doubt, attribute it to the supernatural power of their “Sutgooroo.”” © 

‘ This will tend in a great measure to frustrate and invalidate 
the excellent action and efficient measures adopted in the 
coercion and eradication, by the district authorities and native 
chieftains, of an evil which had been so promptly and 
adequately nipped in the bud before bringing forth blossoms 
of further evil, and would make them look light and unim- 
portant 

‘I am of opinion that misconstruction of intention of a 
Government by the public is a/ways fraught with unpleasant 
consequences, and I deem it right to inform you of the views 
I take on the subject. 

‘I am, my dear friend, yours very sincerely, 
‘ (Signed) Mouenpra Sincu, Maharajah of Puttiala.' 
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‘ That he acted improperly is a matter beyond ' 
question, and the Government were doubtless 
bound to visit him with displeasure, but the | 
manner of their doing so was altogether improper. 

‘Some of them employed the press at home 
to support them, and to crush the unfortunate 
officials whom they had done their best to ruin. 

‘I am justified in saying this, because articles 
appeared in the Pall Mall Gazette simultaneously 
with the orders in the Government Gazette in India { 
which could not have been inspired by any who 

"were not either in the Council or intimately ac- 
quainted with their mind. 

‘ Cowan, like a drowning man catching at a 
straw, and misinterpreting the support which I 

: bie fis | 
gave him, caused me additional trouble by giving 
an incorrect version of my letter already referred 
to. But I assumed it was unintentional, and sub- 
sequently I did my utmost to help him when he 
was turned out of the service by procuring a very 
good appointment for him in India. 
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The Kooka Executions. 


On the 22nd of July, the Correspondence relating to the executions of 
the Kookas,* who were implicated in the attacks on Fort Malodh and 
Malair Kotla in January last, was moved for in the House of 
Commons, and an order for printing it was issued. For some reason 
unexplained, no publication of these documents took place until the 
latter part of November, though questions as to the cause of their 
non-appearance had, on one or two occasions, been asked by members 
during the sitting of the House. On the day that Parliament was 
prorogued, a single sheet of paper, containing nothing more than the 
title of the Correspondence, was, however, laid upon the table; but 
underneath it—for the information of those who were interested in 
learning the details of this wholesale massacre—were only a quantity 
of blank sheets to represent a series of telegrams, letters, and reports, 
which, being now in print, extend to sixty pages. 

In January last the Umballa Division of the Punjaub had the 
happiness of having as its Commissioncr a Mr. T. D. Forsyrtu, 
while Ludiana, a sub-division of the same district, was equally happy 
in being ruled over by a Mr. L. Cowan, as Deputy-Commissioner— 
two gentlemen who appear to have represented the DaLHousiE school 
of Indian politicians in those parts. 

On the night of the 14th of January, a body of Kookas, in number 
two hundred, it was said, made an unsuccessful attack on Fort 
Malodh—a place belonging to the Malodh Sirdars (Sikh chiefs), and 
situate twenty miles south of Ludiana—in which two or them were 
killed and four were wounded and captured; and on the following 
morning, the 15th, a second attack, which also resulted in failure, 
was made by the same party and others, numbering five hundred, it 
was said, on Malair Kotli—the capital of the Mahomedan State of 
that name, which lies thirty miles south of Ludiana—when seven were 
kilted and five were captured. 

The aggregate loss inflicted by the insurgents on both these occa- 
sions amounted to ten killed and seventeen wounded. On their 
repulse, however, at Malair Kotla, the main body ficd into the Patiala 
territory, where the greater part of them, sixty-eight in number, many 
of whom were severely wounded, and all of whom are variously 
described as being thoroughly “ broken, cowed, or dispirited,” peace- 
ably surrendered themselves on tho next day to the Patiala autho- 
rities. ‘These were brought to Kotla, and on the day following, the 
17th, forty-nine of them, within two hours of their arrival, were 
blown from gans without trial by order of Deputy-Commissioner 
Cowan; and not only without trial, but in disregard, as we shall 
presently show, of the orders of Mr. Forsyru, the Commissioner of 
the Division, who had given directions that the prisoners should 
remain in charge of the Patiala authorities until he could send a guard 
to bring them to Ludiana to be tried. 


* The Kookas are a Mahomedan sect, having peculiar religious tenets, who are chiefly to 
be met in the neighbourhood of Ludiana in the Umballa Division of the Punjaub. 
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Toa certain extent Mr. Cowan admits this to be so; for he states 
(Blue Book, p. 53) that whilst the executions were going on, and 
after forty-two or forty-three of the prisoners had been blown from 
the guns, he received a letter from Mr. ForsytTuH directing him “ not 
“ to execute the captured Kookas, but to keep them for trial.” This 
was the only one, he says, that he fecsived from that gentleman 
ordering him “to abstain from executing the prisoners;” but this 
statement, to which we will again advert, 1s by no means borne out 
by the facts. The letter, however, arrived, it appears, as the remain- 
ing six or seven of the prisoners were tied to the guns and a bugler 
was waiting the order to sound “the fire.” On reading it, Mr. 
Cowan “handed it,” he tells us, “to Colonel PERKINS, with the 
“ remark that it would be impossible to stay the execution of the men 
“already tied to the guns; that such a proceeding would have the 
“ worst effect on the people around.” The work had commenced at 
sunset, but the interruption caused by the receipt of the letter ony 
occasioned tlie delay of a moment. As the sun went down the work 
of blood and death went on. The signal to fire was given, and the 
remaining batch of those who had been set apart for that day’s 
carnage were blown from the guns. 

On the 18th Mr. ForsyruH arrived at Kotla, and, notwithstanding 
the gross illegality of these proceedings, which he qualifies by the 
milder term of “informality,” he confirmed the sentence which had 
been cafried into effect, and approved of the mode of execution. 
“There were no arrangements,” he writes (Blue Book, p. 18), -“ for 
“ hanging so many, and considering the circumstances of the case, and 
“ occurring in a native state (sic), these men were executed by Mr. 
“‘ Cowan by being blown from a gun—a proceeding warranted by 
*¢ former precedents, when large numbers of rebels were thus disposed 
“ of in 1857.” There then, out of the original number of sixty-eight, 
remained sixteen to be “disposed of ;” for one had been cut down 
the day before, and two others, being women, had been sent back to 
Patiala. These sixteen had, it appears, undergone some form of 
trial before the arrival of Mr. Forsyru, and, having been found 
guilty, they were executed at once by his orders; but whether in the 
same brutal and revolting manner as the others, or by hanging, the 
as do not state. 

. Cowan attempts to justify his conduct on the ground that the 
offence committed was not an ordinary one, that the circumstances 
under which he was placed were exceptional, and that there was a 
well-founded apprehension that a general rising of the whole sect was 
about to take place. “The prisoners,” he tells us (Blue Book, p. 11), 
“lad not committed mere murder, or dacoity, but were open rebels 
“ offering contumacious resistance to constituted authority,’ and “ to 
‘¢ prevent the spreading of the disease, it was absolutely necessary 
‘‘ that the repressive measures should be prompt and stern.” In an- 
other letter, however (Blue Book, p. 15), while admitting that he had 
exercised an authority which was not vested in him, he speaks of the 
affair as “a miserable attempt at rebellion which had been stamped 
“out.”- A miserable (one, indeed, it appears to have been; for it 
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turns out that the whole number of those who were engaged in it 
never exceeded 125, many of whom were very imperfectly armed 
(some, in fact, =ppear to have been women), and that for crushing 
them with ease he had an overwhelming force at his disposal. 

That the insurrection, if such it can ‘be called, was at an end when 
the 68 prisoners were captured, there can be no doubt. It was 

ted, however, by Mr. Forsyra that there was reason to ap- 
pe end a general rising, because various small bodies of Kookas had 
n seen in the neighbourhood of Malair Kotla, who had promptly 
disappeared; leaving it to be inferred that they had done so ‘in 
consequence of the executions. But, as the correspondence clearly 
shows, their disappearance was owing to another cause; for they 
er eh on the 15th, that isto say, two days before the executions, 
and they did so, as is quite evident, in consequence of the defeat of 
their associates at Kotla. We have the admission, moreover, of Mr. 
Cowan himself that no further outbreak was apprehended; for in 
a letter written by him on the 21st, a quotation from which only is 
given in the Blue Book (p. 25), he says: “As the contingents from 
*¢ adjoining native States had craved: or were close at hand, I felt 
“‘ confident that in the possession of such a force, and with the 
“ arrangements I hurriedly made, there was no fear of an immediate 
“ attack on Kotla, or any place in its neighbourhood.” The attempt, 
then, at insurrection, if insurrection it were, had signally failed; the 
main body of those who were engaged in it were prisoners; and 
the force at the command of the Deputy Commissioner was amply 
sufficient to crush any hostile movement that might take place. There 
is therefore not a shadow of evidence to make the’oase an excep- 
tional one, so as to justify him in his unwarrantable assumption of 
judicial and legislative authority, or to palliate the crime of murder of 
which he is unquestionably guilty. 

Mr. ForsytTH’s anxiety to give a colour of legality to what he 
calls “the over zealous proceedings” of his subordinate, whose 
“energy,” he tells us, had been applauded in a telegram from the 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjaub, frequently displays itself in 
the course of the Correspondence. He admits that no trial was held 
of the 49 who were executed ; but as a substitution for it, he is quite 
content to accept Mr. Cowan’s “assurances that all were actually 
“ present at Kotla, and if so,” says he, “they were equally liable to 
“ capital punishment” (a distinction ought to be made one would think 
between.mere presence and taking an active part), “though as regards 
“the severely wounded,” he adds, “execution ought to have been 
“ etuyed.” Bat what right had Mr. Cowan to execute these men 
without trial? Are his “assurances,” that they were all present at the 
attack sufficient to satisfy the requirements of the law? Was there 
no difference to be made between ringleaders and followers? Were 
they all to be indiscriminately; massacred? Mr. ForsytH’s attempt 
however, to implicate the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjaub as an; 
approver, and therefore as an accomplice like himself, in this wretched 

air, is simply unfortunate. No such tele as that to which he 
refers appears in the published Correspondence; and the fact that 
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any such was ever sent—certainly with a full knowledge of what had 
been done—becomes trebly doubtful in the face of the followin 
passage in a letter from Mr. Grirrin, Secretary to the Punjau 
Government, under date the 19th of January: “The Lieutenant- 
“Governor regrets the course taken by Mr. Cowan, Deputy Com- 
“ missioner of Ludiana, on summarily executing the Kooka insurgents 
“ captured in the Patiala territory, and is of opinion that there was 
“no such urgent necessity as to justify that officer acting without the 
“ order of the Commissioner, whose letter directing formal procedure 
‘“‘to be employed in the trial of the insurgents appears to have 
“‘ reached Mr. Cowan after the execution.” (Blue Book, p. 9). 

The letter here referred to did however, as we have seen, reach 
Mr. Cowan before the executions were completed; it arrived in time 
to prevent the last batch from being blown from the guns, though 
Mr. Forsytu, well knowing what had taken place, had the assurance 
to write to the Lieutenant-Governor on the 22nd, that his instructions 
only reached Mr. Cowan after the whole number had been “ disposed 
of.” (Blue Book, p. 22.) 

We have, however, said that the executions were in disregard of 
Mr. Forsytx’s orders from the first, that the prisoners should be 
detained until they could be brought to trial; and this we now proceed 
to prove. - 

n a paper drawn up by him, which was confidentially communicated 
to the Viceroy and Governor-General, but which does not appear in 
the printed correspondence, there is the following ore: “On 
“ reaching Ludiana on the evening of the 16th, I received a letter 
“ from Mr. Cowan, expressing his desire to execute the prisoners at 
“once. I wrote, requesting him to leave all the men caught by the 
“ Patiala authorities, in their charge, till I could send out a guard to 
“ bring them to Ludiana for trial. This letter Mr. CowAN must have 
“ received before he executed any.” (Blue Book, p. 48.) The same 
statement is also repeated by him, with further additions, in a com- 
munication to Mr. GrirFin, dated April the 8th. ‘Three letters,” 
he there-says, “were addressed by me to Mr. Cowan, on the subject 
“of the mode of dealing with the prisoners taken at Malodh and 
“‘ Malair Kotla, between the time of my arrival at Ludiana on the 
“ night of the 16th, and the receipt of the news of the executions of 
“the 17th of January. The first letter” (the one just mentioned) 
“ was sent off on the night of the 16th. hat it arrived at tts destina- 
“ tion before the executions took place is unquestioned. Mr. Cowan 
“‘ informs me that he received it on the 16th or 17th; but he, pro- 
“ bably, in his reply will give you the exact hour of its receipt. As 
“to the contents of that letter, it being in a semi-official form, I 
“ unfortunately kept no copy, and Mr. Cowan informs me that the 
“ original has been mislaid.” (Blue Book, p. 51.) 

The second letter which he mentions appears to have been the one 
that arrived as the exccutions were going on; and the third, which 
was to a similar effect as the two previous ones, was sent afterwards. 
This last is not important as carrying the matter much further; but 
the following extracts from it are not uninteresting: “ With regard to 
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4< your expressed desire for promptitude” (that is, for execution without 
trial), “the case is not sufficiently urgent to justify the abandonment 
“of the very simple form of nosed irs we have at hand.” .... 
“My dear Cowan,” he adds, towards the conclusion, “you have 
“done admirably, but, for Heaven’s sake, don’t let the whole fall 
“ short of success by any hasty.act. A delay of twelve hours cannot 
“ produce harm, whereas illegal action may cause trouble.” (Blue 
Book, p. 53.) 

Mr. Cowan's answer to the statements contained in these letters is 
far from satisfactory. He alleged, as we have before mentioned, that _ 
he had only received one letter, directing him to reserve the prisoners 
for trial, and that this had arrived whilst the executions were pro- 

i Mr. Forsyts, however, distinctly asserts that the letter 
written by him on the 16th must have reached its destination before 
any of them were executed ; a statement which is, in fact, confirmed 
a Mr. Cowan himself, for in a letter written by him to Mr. 

ORSYTH, some time before the 8th of April—an extract only from 
which is given in the Blue Book (p. 51)—he says: “I remember 
‘having received a semi-official letter from you on the 16th or 17th 
“‘ of January, to the effect that it would be best to keep the captured 
“¢ rebels in the fort of Sherpur till you could send out a force to take 
“charge of them.” This could not have been the one which arrived 
during the executions, for that reached him on the 17th; indeed, he 
expressly acknowledges that it was not, and that he had received a 
os one to the effect above stated, as will be seen from the 

ollowing in a communication addressed by him on the 8th of 
April to Mr. Gnirrin: “‘Earlier in the day” (that is the 17th) 
‘“ before or about noon, as I was riding through the town of Kotla, a 
“¢ letter was put in my hands from Mr. Forsyta, who had arrived at 
“‘ Ludiana late on the previous night. This note was to the effect 
‘that he had heard of the capture of the rebels, and that in the 
“< present disturbed state of the country it would be better that they 
4¢ should be. detained in the Patiala fort of Sherpur till he could send 
“ out a sufficiently strong guard to take charge of them. The note did 
‘ not contain any instructions to have them brought to tvia/. I put the 
“ note in my pocket, and thought no more about it. It contained only 
<< a suggestion, which could not be acted on, for the captured Kookas 
“ were then close to Kotla, on their way in.” (Blue Book, p. 53.) 

He had previously said, in the same communication, that the only 
letter which he had received from Mr. Forsyrs, directing him not to 
execute the captured Kookas, arrived during the executions. It is 
quite clear, however, that he had received the previous one, but he 
attempts to reconcile the two accounts which he gives by stating that 
the latter did not contain any instructions to have the prisoners brought 
to trial. Mr. ForsytH, on the other hand, distinctly alleges that it 
did ; or, at.all events, that it contained instructions that the prisoners. 
should be detained until they could be brought to trial; but surely 
there was sufficient in it, even on Mr. Cowan’s own showing, to give 
him to understand that he was not to execute them; to say nothing 
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of the fact that he must have been fully aware that he had no autho- 
rity to do so without trial. 

Again: the letter which he received at or before noon he tells us 
that he must have destroyed, not supposing that he should ever be 
called on to furnish a copy of it. “ t had no conceivable motive,” he 
writes, “for keeping it ‘pack.” No motive! He had every motive 
for doing so. He had every motive for destroying it; just as a 
criminal would have who, to prevent a conviction, makes away with a 
document containing damnatory proof of his guilt. 

The charge 7 ear Mr. Cowan of having put these forty-nine 
men to death without trial, and in disregard of orders to the eres 
is, therefore, amply substantiated by the evidence we have adduced; 
as is also that against Mr. Forsyta of being an accessory after the 
fact, from a moral point of view at least, in these lawless and atrocious 
proceedings. The latter, indeed, deliberately confirmed them before 
he arrived on the spot, and therefore before he was in a position to 
inquire why his orders had been disobeyed ; for previous to his arrival 
at Kotla, though he had only a short time before, in his third letter, 
impressed upon Mr. Cowan the necessity of ‘avoiding illegal action 
for fear it might “cause trouble,” he wrote to him under date Jan. 18, 
as.follows: “My dear Cowan, I fully confirm and approve all you 
“have done. You have acted admirably. I am coming out.” (Blae 
Book, p. 53.) Nor is this all. We have seen that on his arrival he 
deliberately ordered sixteen more of the prisoners, who had passed 
through a sort of trial, to be executed; a course for which certainly 
no necessity existed on the score of making a further example ; seeing, 
moreover, as appears from a report of the proceedings, that the same 
degree of guilt did not by any means attach to all. 

o mark the sense of justice which the Government of India enter- 
tain regarding the acts of these persons—acts which, on all hands, are 
acknowledged to have been lawless and unwarranted—they have 
relieved Mr. Cowan from his office, but, to compensate him for the 
loss of it, have conferred upon him a pension of lire hundred rupees 

r month; while they. have rewarded Mr. Forsyra by removing 
fins to another appointment in Oude. 

In the decal of the Council of the Governor-General to the 
Duke of ARGYLL, recommending ‘‘a moderate pension” to Mr. 
Coway, reference is made to “the meritorious and faithful services” 
of that gentleman during a Neda of twenty-three years. In the present 
case, it said, that there could be no doubt that he had “acted sincerely 
‘and zealously in accordance with what he erroneously believed to 
“be the urgent demand of public duty.” This, observe, was in 
reference to acts which would have sent him, if tried by a criminal 
court, to the gallows. “ There was no offence,” it adds, “against the 
“ules of morality or rectitude. It was his misfortune,” &c. &e. 

In the document, it may be remarked, there is no allusion what- 
ever to the system of ee offenders from the cannon’s mouth. 
But this mode of punishment aving been established by “ precedent” 
and sanctioned by “ public opinion,” may perhaps now be regarded as 
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a settled and constituted regulation. It was in fact formally approved 
of with acclamation by the House of Commons in 1857 when Mr. 
RICHARDSON, the then Member. for Lisburne, moved for a return of 
all who had been shot from guns during the Indian Mutiny, under 
whose orders the executions had taken place, and whether the practice 
of punishing offenders in this manner was in accordance with the rules 
of military discipline in India. The Motion fell to the ground for 
want of a seconder; nor was any answer given to the question: a 
result which was received with loud cheers from all parts of the 
House ! 

The facts we have just related are in themselves too plain to require 
any comment; and, therefore, for any one who on outing them does 
not at once feel horrified and indignant, comment would appear to be 
useless. Nevertheless, we must try to place some considerations 
before those who may be more puzzled in their minds than depraved " 
in their morals with regard to these matters. 

We could not have a case in which the shedding of blood is brought 
home more clearly to one particular individual. The man who causes 
sixty-five of his fellow-creatures to be put to death in cold blood and 
in the most revolting manner is not considered to be a murderer, 
although, had he put one man to death under other circumstances he 
would have been so considered. Inthe one case he receives a pension, 
and is distinctly exonerated from “all offence against the rules of 
“6 morality or rectitude ;” in the other he receives.a felon’s cell and a 
murderer's shameful end. 

It is now, therefore, laid down in the most formal manner that men 
in a position of authority cannot be guilty of a crime in the exercise 
of that authority ; that whatever er be the nature of their acts they 
can only be censured for a want of judgment. In other words, the 
public servants of the State are not under the control of the law. This 
maxim is accepted at the present moment as applicable to every part 
of the British dominions except the British Isles themselves, as we 
learn from the case which occurred two or three years ago in Jamaica; ~ 
a case to which the attention of the public has been lately recalled in 
the most shameless manner by Government, who have recently asked 
for and obtained from the Tous of Commons compensation out of 
the pnblic purse for ex-Governor Eyre, the murderer of Mr. GorDoN 
and of many others. 

We say, “except the British Isles ;” because here a contrary 
maxim prevails, though an equally lawless one. 

Mr. Coway, it will be observed, seeks to justify his execution of 
the Kooka prisoners without trial on the ground that they had not 
committed “ mere murder,” but were “ guilty of resistance to consti- 
“tuted authority ;” that is to say, they were Asiatic Fenians—they 
were guilty of “a political offence’ only. That which in England 
and Ireland is held not to be a crime, but only a “misfortune”’—to 
use the words of the Council of the Governor-General, as applied to 
the murder of the Kookas—is therefore in India a crime far worse 
than murder, and only to be expiated by blood. 

But putting aside the considerations of morality and justice, the case 
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has to be considered in reference to our retention of India and Ireland; 
and that case consists not in events that occur, but in opinions that 
are expressed. By the double illegality of granting impunity to men 
in office for criminal acts which they commit as such, and of refusing 
to recognise crime in private individuals when they break the law of 
the land, not merely in wronging their neighbours, but in attackin 
the existence of the State itself, we shall lose both India and Treland 
Do we suppose that the natives of India are not human beings like 
ourselves to resent bloodthirsty injustice? Do we think that treason 
is not fostered by showing a disposition that we are afraid to deal 
with it as such, and. by drawing distinctions between “ political” and 
“moral” offences? The ferocity in the one case and the weakness in 
the other will both meet with their due reward. Base and miserable 
fear is, indeed, the prevailing motor in both. ; 

These ideas, which now seem perfectly natural to us, are but of 

esterday. The blowing away from guns was the fruit of the Indian 
utiny, which we had ourselves provoked, and yet a question con- 
cerning the origin of this newmode of execution could not be put in 
the House of Commons! Talk of the Commune of Paris and the 
--execution of the hostages, after the scenes in India and the approving 
--cheers of English “gentlemen” in the House of Commons! 

That it may be seen, however, that we do not cee idly and with- 
-,out grounds when we say that but a few years have witnessed the 
- change amongst us in respect to the guilt which attaches to those in 
. authority, who make use of their power to violate the law, we have 

only to refer our readers to the case of Governor WALL, which will 
“be found amply detailed in the twenty-eighth volume of the State 
‘TYyials. The facts of it were these :— 
Whilst Governor of Goree, in 1782, he ordered a black soldier, 
‘BENJAMIN ARMSTRONG, to receive 800 lashes on a pretended charge 
- of mutiny. No mutiny had, however, taken place ; there had been 
nothing, in fact, which cowd be so characterised even in its widest 
- sense. The sentence, moreover, was without any trial by Court 
‘Martial or otherwise; and it was carried into effect with the utmost 
“rigour. The unfortunate man reccived the full complement of 800 
lashes, not. from the ordinary cat-o’-nine-tails, but from a rope one 
‘inch in diameter ; and such was the severity of the injuries he received 
that he died a few days afterwards. 
For this crime Governor WALL was arrested on his arrival in 
England two years afterwards; but he managed to effect his escape 
from the messengers who had him in custody. In 1802, that is to say 
eighteen years after his return to this country, and twenty years after 
tthe death of ARMSTRONG, he was again arrested, and on being tried at 
-the Old Bailey for murder he was found guilty and sentenced to be 
‘hanged; which sentence was afterwards carried out on the 2nd of July 
‘in tbat year, amid the hootings and execrations of an immense crowd 
.of spectators. : : 
The difference indeed between public and private men appears to be 
‘this: that the private man can do whatever is not forbidden by the 
Jaw; while the man in authority can do absolutely nothing beyond 
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what the law allows him to do, for he acts by a power conceded to him 
and yested in him for the purpose of executing the law. in 

In a well-ordered community, or for a well-regulated mind, the first 
and necessary condition is that of the strictest supervision over those 
who are holders of such delegated authority, and these may be well 

excused if lenient to the guilt of private aad small malefactors. The 
counterpart of that condition is what we see around us; rancour for 
the petty felon, condonement, if not applause, for the wholesale 
assassin. 

It was a remark well worth recording to the honour of the late 
Bishop of Exeter that the most frightful character of our age was 
“indifference to the crimes of the great.”* 

That which has enabled the Ottoman Empire to live through the 
period of its vicissitudes has been that fundamental sense; punish- 
ment for the crimes of the great. 

Our public life is a mere life of felony. 

Our political life is a contest for the acquiring of the faculty of 
committing felony. 

Our public opinion is a chorus of stropke and antistrophe in its- 

raise. 

: Our private character is a substitution of wrong for right. 

. The business of such a publication as ours is not the bringing of 
public felons to the bar of public justice, but the endeavour to institute 
a bar of common sense and public-mindedness in some, so that here-- 
after hands may be found again to wield the sword of public justice ;. 
or that at all events a clue of tradition may remain to connect the- 
great who have been with their possible successors who may arise. 

This endeavour is the business of every day, for not a day passes 
without a crime. 

“The School of Public Law,” as we have been called across the 
Channel is not one for the mere enunciation of the Ten Command- 
ments. It is one in which each member has to carry on a daily 
struggle against the felony of his government and the baseness of 
each of his fellow subjects. eae 


The Necessity for Europe to return to the 
Law of Nations. 
(From the Polish journal, sel “ Czas,” November 8, 1872.) 
\ . 


S 
I have ead with some attention the last manifesto of the German 
bishops assembled at Fulda on the 20th of September last ; and from 
reading it I have arrived at the conclusion that it is more imperiously 
necessary than ever for Europe to return to the Law of Nations, if she 
does not wish to see the closing stone placed over the abyss at the 
bottom of which she lies at the point of death. 


* He said this in reference to the Affghan War. 
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SE RTS 


RETURN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated aand July 1872 ;—/or, 


‘©COPY of Cornesponpencsg, or Extracts from CorresPonpg xcs, relating 
to the Kooxa OuTsreEak.” 


India Office : 
96 July 1673. ARTHUR F. HOBHOUSE, 
For SIR HENRY ANDERSON, 
Secretary, Judicial Department. 


(Mr. Kinnaird.) 
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Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
1 August 1872. 
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COPY of ConresPponpence, or Extracts from ConRESPONDENCE, 


relating to the Kooxa OuTBREAK. 


(No. 7 of 1872.) 
From Government of India to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India. 


My Lord Duke, Fort William, 19 January 1872. 
We enclose for your Grace’s information a copy of the telegrams noted in 
the annexed list, regarding certain disturbances created by bodies of Kookas in 
the Ludiana district of the Punjab. 


2. Two attacks were committed by these men: one, by a body said to be 
200 strong, on Malodh Fort, during the night of the 14th January ; the other, 
esc aeh by the same body, eae estimated at 500 in number, on Malair 

otlah, on the morning of the 15th. Both attacks were repulsed. 


3. In compliance with the application of the Deputy Commissioner of Ludiana, 
a strong military force was promptly despatched to his aid from Delhi and Jul- 
lundur. Meanwhile, the Maharajahs of Patiala, Nabha, and Jheend, rendered. 
prompt assistance, and about 100 Kookas, who were concerned in the attack on 
Kotlah, have been killed, wounded, or captured, including their two leaders, 
Lehna Singh and Heera Singh. The Deputy Commissioner telegraphs, under 
date the 17th instant, that tranquillity has been restored. 


4. The leader of the Kooka sect, Gooroo Ram Singh, was at once ordered 
into Delhi by the Lieutenant Governor, and has since been sent, with two of his 
lieutenants, under a guard to Allahabad. : 


5. These are the only particulars we have yet received, but inquiries are in 
progress as to the causes which occasioned, und the persons who were engaged 
in, these outrages. It is conjectured, however, that the object of the Kookas, 
in their attacks on Malodh and Kotlah, was to procure arms. 


6. We await the receipt of a full report from the Lieutenant Governor, and 
we shall forward it to your Grace as soon as possible. : 


TELEGRAMS. 


(1.) 
TELEGRAM, dated the 15th January 1872. 
From Secretary to Government, Punjab, Delhi, to Home Secretary, Valoutta. 
Deputy Commissioner, Ludians, telegraphs the following: 


“Two hundred Kukes attacked Malodh Fort last night, wounded Surdar Budden 


Singh, and killed two men. One Kuka killed, and two captured. I go out at once. 
Particulars by post.” : 
The crime ahows great boldness on part of Kukas. 
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(2.) 
TELEGRAM, dated the 16th January 1872. 


From Viceroy to Lieutenant Governor of the Punjab. 


Youn telegram of yesterday received. It is very desirable that the most experienced 
officer available should be sent to the spot to inquire into the matter. 

It is of the utmost importance that the whole facts of the case should be thoroughly 
sifted and ascertained without delay, eo that there can be no possible chance off the 
Government being misinformed as to the causes which occasioned, and the pereons engaged 
in, this most serious outrage. : 


(3.) 
TELEGRAM, dated the 16th January 1872; 11.50 a.m. 
From Lieutenant Governor of Punjab, Delhi, to the Viceroy. 


ATTACK on Malodh by Kukas, already reported, was followed next morning by one on 
Malsir Kotla, Seven inhabitants thereof killed; numbers of Kukas, 500. 

In sompriauee with requisition of Deputy Commissioner of Ludians for troops, one 
regiment Native Infantry, wing of Europeane, detachment of Cavalry, leave this morning 
for Khanna, between Umballa and Ludiana, 

Deputy Commissioner has since telegraphed that a great number of Kukas have been 
surrounded at Malair Kotla, and that he hes got cavalry from Nawab, but I have not 
atopped troops going. - 

ollowing on antecedents, these outrages show incorrigible conspiracy in leaders of 
sect. Country not safe whilet leaders at large. Ihave therefore authorised Forsyth to 
effect capture of Ram Singh and principal Soobahe. Report by post. 


(4.) 
TELEGRAM, dated the 16th January 1872; 4 P.m. 


From Viceroy to Lieutenant Governor of Punjab, Delhi. 
Your action entirely approved. We shall be anxious to hear further particulars. 


(5.) 
TrLecraM, dated the 16th January 1872. 


From Deputy Commissioner, Ludiana, Malodh, to Home Secretary, Calcutta. 


16th January 1872.—THE inquiry prrereers The whole facts, and I hope the names 
of all engaged, will be discovered. go on to Kotla to-night or to-morrow. It is not 
known yet with certainty where the Kuka rebele are. 


6.) 
TELEGRAM, dated the 16th January 1872. 


From Secretary to Government, Punjab, Delhi, to Home Secretary, Calcutta. 


.—Dxrury Commissioner, Ludiana, telegraphs to-day: ‘“ The inquiry progresses. 
The whale facts, and | hope the ‘names of all engaged, will be discovered. I go on to 
Kotla to-night or to-morrow. It is not known yet with certainty where the Kuka 


rebels are.” 


e 
(7.) 
TrLeorax, dated the 17th January 1872. 
From Secretary to Government, Punjab, Deihi, to: Home Secretary, Calcutta. 


IONER tel from Ludiana, 16th: ‘“‘ The European companies from Jul- 
faster ave arrived. quiet here. Seventy Kukas, very severely wounded, nr 
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Kotla fight, were seized at Sherpur, in Patiala territory; probably these are all. Former 


number evidently erated by native reporta. Ram Singh ith Co to-day, 
and has now been sent for to pee ia here” Deer teens bei s 


(8.) 
TELEGRAM, dated the 17th January 1872. 


From Cowan, Deputy Commissioner, Kotla, to Home Secretary, Calcutta. 


TaaNQUILLITY restored. About 100 Kukes killed, wounded, or captured. Patiala, 
Nabha, and Jheend giving active assistance. . : 


(9.) 
TeLeoRaM, dated the 17th January 1872. 


From Seoretary, Punjab Government, to Home Secretary, Calcutta. 


Deputy Commissioner telegraphs from Kotla 16th: “ Tranquillity restored. About 
100 Kukas killed, wounded, or captured. Patiala, Nabba, and Jheend giving active 
assistance.” 


(10.) 
TeLecraM, dated the 18th January 1872. 


From Secretary, Government, Punjab, Delhi, to Home Secretary, Calcutta. 


Masnarasag telegraphs following: Q 

“ Yesterday, 16th, at 11 morning, Sayad Nyaz Alli, my Naib Nazim of Omerguth, 
arrested with only a few men with him, with great courage, 68 Kukas who made disturb- 
ance at Kotla and Mulodh. Among them there are 29 wounded men. Heera Singh and 
Lehna Singh, their leaders, have also been apprehended. More by dak.” 


(11) 
TELEGRAM, dated the 18th January 1872. 
From Secre Punjab Government, to Home Secretary, Calcutta; istrate, 
‘Allebebed ; and Secretary, Government, North Western tai Mog 


Ram Sinau, Kuka leader, with Lukka Singh and Saheb Singh, his lieutenants, for- 
warded to Allahabad, under charge of European officer and Gurka guard by this morning’s 
train. 


(12.) 


TELEGEAM, dated the 18th January 1872. 
From Secretary, Government, Punjab, to Home Secretary. 


Art Kotla, on-17th instant, 49 of the men who had attacked Malodh were blown away 
from guns by the Deputy Commissioner. The circumstances under which this was done 
are not yet clearly known, but explanation has been called for from Commissioner. The 
other Kuks leaders have been arrested. 


(18.) 


TreLEeGRam, dated the 16th January 1872. 
From Seoretary, Government, Punjab, to Home Secretary. 


Art Malodh two Kukas killed, four wounded, and five captured; 68 captured in Patiala 
territory, of whom 29 were wounded, othera since captured. No Government troops were 
356. A4 engaged. 
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engaged. At Malodh Surdar lost two men killed and two wounded. At Kotla the 


Bove was killed fighting gallantly; seven men also killed and 15 wounded. Quiet 
res ° 


(14.) 
TELEGRAM, dated the 19th January 1872; 1 p.m. 


From Viceroy to Lieutenant Governor. 
Clear the Line.—Stop any summary execution of Kukas without your express ordere. 


(No. 9 of 1872.) 
From Government of India to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India. 


My Lord Duke, Fort William, 2 February 1872. 
In continuation of our Despatch No. 7, dated the 19th January, we transmit 
for your Grace’s information a copy of further papers,'as noted in the annexed 
list, regarding the recent outrages committed by bodies of Kookas at Malodh 
and Malair Kotlah, in the Ludiana District of the Punjab. 


2. In accordance with the recommendation of the Punjab Government,*® and 
under the circumstances so fully explained by Mr. Forsyth, the Commissioner 
of the Ambala Division,| we have issued warrants under Regulation [1I. of 
1818 for the detention in custody in the Allahabad gaol of the Kooka Goroo 
Ram Singh, and of 10 of his most influential subahs. 


3. While fully acknowledging the promptitude and vigour with which the 
local officers acted on the first intelligence of the disturbances, we regret we 
have been obliged to question the propriety of the ulterior proceedings of 
Mr. Cowan, Deputy Commissioner of Ludiaua. We have, you will perceive, 
ordered his suspension, pending full inquiry into his conduct, in summarily 
executing the Kooka insurgents captured in the Patiala Territory. 


TELEGRAM, dated the 19th January 1872. 


From Secretary to Government, Punjab, Delhi, to Home Secretary, Calcutta 


Tae following from Commiesioner, 19th: “All at present known to have been concerned 
in attack on Kotla have been captured and convicted. Fifty were executed yesterday by 
Cowan, among them Heera Singh and Lehna Singh, subahe. Sixteen are now to be 
executed. Four made over to Patiala for punishment. Seven, Kookas caught at Malodh, 
being in British territory, will be tried there by me to-morrow, and case sent to Chief 
Court immediately. No direct evidence againet Ram Singh in thie case sufficient to put 
him on hie trial, Colonel Gough and detachment of cavalry here. Perfect aegis 
Cowan’s prompt action deserves praise. Patiala, Jhcend, and Nabha gave signal help.’ 


TseLearaM, dated the 19th January 1872. 


From Secretary to Government, Punjab, Delhi, to Home Secretary, Calcutta. 


Fotiowine telegram from Ludiana: “ Sixteen more executed yesterday at Kotla b 
Commissioner. Four made over to Patiala. Soven, who were captured at Malodk, 
undergo regular trial to-day. Baillie otill at Bhainee, which he has cleared of all males. 
One hundred and seventy-two, who came in yesterday afternoon and were sent off by me 
in parties to respective districts, except fifty, who, having no regular residence but Bhainee, 
are here in custody waiting Commissioner's orders. Smith from Lahore will take down 
Kehn Singh, and other subahs, to Allahabad this afternoon.” 


1 
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TELEGRAM, dated the 19th January 1872. 


From Lieutenant Governor, Punjab, Delhi, to Viceroy, Calcutta. 


Your telegram. Mr. Cowan's executions were followed yesterday by sixteen more, 
eliberately ordered by Forsyth after reaching Maler Kotla, Kookes arrested in British 
erritory will be regularly tried. No more summary executions will take place. 


From L. H. Griffin, eq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of the Punjsb, to 
E. C. Bayley, Esq., c.8.1., Secretary to the Government of India (No. 9 c.); dated 
Delhi, the 16th January 1872. 


I am directed by the honourable the Lieutenant Governor to forward copies of tele- 
grams, the purport of which has already been communicated to his Excellency the 
I 


iceroy. 


2. It will be seen that on the night of the 14th an attack was made by a party of 
Kookas, estimated at 200, on the Fort of Malodh, situate about 20 miles aed of Pudane, 
belonging to the Malodh Sirdars, Sikh chiefs of approved loyalty and service. One or 
two casualties occurred on either side, and the son oF Sirdar Mith Singh, by name Badan 
Singh, a Jageerdar magistrate, was wounded. The object of the attack was presumably 
to obtain arms, but no details have yet been received. On receipt they will be at once 
communicated. 


3. The next morning a larger force of Kookas, 5(0 in number, attacked the fort of the 
large town of Kotlah, capital of the Mahomadan State of Maler Kotlah, about 30 miles 
south of Ludiana. Some seven or eight persons were killed by the assailants, who appear 
to have been beaten off with some casualties, A telegram from Lahore mentions that 
thousands of ‘Kuokas are assembling in the pegnbourng. villages to re-attack. This 
statement is probably exaggerated, and this morning the Deputy Commissioner of 
Ludiana yeports that two Kookas were killed and four captured, while a large number 
has been surrounded at Katta, which may be a mis-spelling for Kotla. 


4. On the news of the attack on Malodh, the Lieutenant Governor at once deputed 
Mr. T. D. Forsyth, c.B., Commissioner of the Amballa Division, to Ludiana, to report at 
once the measures advisable to adopt; but before the departure of the train, the second 
report of the attack on Maler Kotla was received. 

e e e e e e e 

6. The honourable the Lieutenant Governor at once conferred with his Excellency the 
Commander in Chief, and it was arranged that the let Gurkhas, a wing of the 72nd 
Regiment, and a mule battery, should proceed to Khanna, the nearest station to Kotla, 
to act under the orders of “General er, commanding the Umballe Division, where 
necessary. . A troop of the 12th Bengal Cavalry accompanied them. Ludiana, which ia 
now unprotected, will be strengthened by three companies of the 54th Foot from Jul- 
lunder, and a half-battery of Royal Artillery. 

. The Lieutenant Governor has directed the arrest of Ram Singh and of his principal 
‘at most influential subabse—Sahib Sangh Rér Singh, Lakka Singh, Kahn Singh, 
Brahma Singh, Jowahir Singh, Malak ingh, Man Singh, and Hukma Singh. e 
arrest of Ram Singh will be effected as rapidly as posaib e; the details of the capture 
being arranged by General Tytler, in communication with the Commissioner of the 
division. 

8. The men above named, if arrested, will be at once forwarded to Allahabad, as his 
Honor does not consider it advisable to retain them in the Punjab. Reganiing their 
future destination, the Lieutenant Governor will make further recommendations, but he 
now requests the issue by his Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General in Council 
of warrants, under Regulation IIL of 1818, against all the men above mentioned. 


9. So little information has been received as yet that it is diffioult to form any conclu- 
sions as to the course the Kookas are now likely to adopt. The honourable the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, however, has every hope that the measures taken by him will restore 
confidence and tranquillity to the country at once. He is convinced of their necessity, and 
trusts that they may receive the full concurrence of his Excellency the Viceroy. 


TeixcRraM, dated the 15th January 1872. 


From the Depaty Commissioner, Ludians, to the Seoretary to Government, Delhi. 


Kookas attacked Malodh Fort lest night, wounded Sirdar Buddun 
Singh sad | killed two =a One Kooka killed and two captured. I go out at once. 


Particulars by post. 
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TeLzanam, dated the 15th January 1872. 
From the Deputy Commissioner, Ludiana, to the Commiasioner of Umballs. 


Meer Koriau attacked by 500 Kookas this morning. Eight or ten killed Send 
troope sharp. 


TELEGEAM, dated the 16th January 1872. 
From the Assistant to Inspector General ir i Lahore, to the Inspector General, 


District Superintendent, Ludiana, reports that 200 Kookas attacked Maler Kotlah 
Fort. lew killed and wounded both sides. Thousands are assembling in neighbouring 
villages to re-attack. Civil officer informed Government. 


TELEGEA«M, dated the 16th January 1872. 


From the Deputy Commissioner, Molankallee, Ludiana District, to Secretary to 
Government. 


Don’t send troops. I have sent for some cavalry from Nawab. Two Kookas killed, 
and four captured at Madondhi. A great number surrounded at Katta. 


Confidential, from L. H. Griffin, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of the 
. Punjab, to E. C. Bayley, Esq., c.e.1., Secretary to the Government of Indis 
(No. 15 C.); dated Dethi. the 17th January 1872. 


I am degired by the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor to request that the name of 
Pahara Singh, omitted by mietake from my letter, No. 9c., of yesterday, may be added 
to those of the Kuka leaders for whom warrants are required under Regulation IIL of 
1818. 


From E. C. Bayley, Esq., ¢.8.1., Secretary to the Government of India, to LZ. 2, 
Griffin, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of the Punjab (No. 102); 
dated the 22nd January 1872. 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters Nos. 9c. and 150., dated 
ctively the 16th and 17th instant, reporting particulars connected with the attacks 
nels by certain Kukas on the Fort of Malodh and Kotla; and in reply I am desired to 
state that the Governor General in Council is pleased to approve the action taken by the 
:Honourable the Lieutenant Governor. 


2. Warrants of custody under Regulation IIT. of 1818, against Ram Singh and his 
subahs (named in your beaters) have been sent direct to the magistrate of Allahabad. 


W. M. Souttar, Eeq., M.a., Officiating Under Secretary to the Government of 
as es to the Magistrate of ‘Allahabad (No. 103); dated the 22nd January 1872, 


irected to enclose 11 warrants of custody issued under Regulation IIT. of 1818, 
3 7 the. Rooke leader, Ram Singh, and certain of hie rai ps associates, who have 
been sent by the Punjab Governzhent to Allahabad. 


- TeLE@RAm, dated the 22nd January 1872. 


‘From Heme Secretary, Calcutta, to Lieutenant Governor, Punjab, Delhi. 
Wannarre egainst Rain Singh and followers eant-by post to Allahabad. 
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From L. H. Griffin, Esq., Ofticiating Secretary to the Government of the Punjab, to 
E. C. Bayley, Esq., c.8.1., Sec i ae 
Delhi, the lt hd ‘a: Dae retary to the Government of India (No. 18 0.); dated 


In continuation of my letter, No. 9c., of yesterday, I am desired to forward, for in- 
formation, copy of the first detailed report received from the Deputy Commissioner of 
Ludianah on the recount outbreak of the Kookas, 


From L. Cowan, Beg. ePNLy  ommmuesiones Ludianah, to the Commissioner, Umballa 
ivision (No, 14); dated the 15th January 1872. 


LatTE on the night of the 13th instant,-Surfraz Khan, Deputy Inspector of Police at 
Sanchwal, came in and reported that, on the same day, a gang of about 100 Kookas of 
the Patiala State who had gone to Bhainee to be present at the “Maghee” Mela held 
there, o small gathering (at which probably 500 persons assembled) had worked them- 
selves into a state of frenzy, and-declared that they would be revenged for the death of 
Gyance, a culprit who was hanged at Ludianah last month. Surfraz Khan was present . 
at Bhaince when this occurred. He stated to me that Ram Singh, the leader of the 
Kookas, went up to these men with a turban round his neck, and entreated of them not 
to create a disturbance; that they would not listen to him; and that Ram Siogh then 
came to the Deputy Inspector, and reported to him that these men were up to mischief, 
- and that he had no control over them. This occurred about 2 p.m. on the 13th. Ram 
Singh named H¢eera Singh and Lena Singh of Sukroudee, in the Patiala State, as the 
leaders of the pane: Soon after this gang left Bhainee, and the Deputy Inspector, not- 
withstanding the gravity of the report made to him, thought it sufficient to tell off a 
serjeant of police to see the gang out of our territory. The serjeant returned a few 
hours afterwards, and reported that the gang had entered the Patiala State and had gone in 
direction of Rampoor. Not till then did the Deputy Inspector come into Locdianah with 
a report of the affair, I should mention that the Kookas are aaid to have declared their 
intention of proceeding to Muler Kotla. 


2. I immediately warned the Vukils of Patiala and Kotla, and noticed to the District 
‘Superintendent of Police the gross negligence of the Deputy Inspector in not kaving had 
this gang followed up and watched. 


3. Information has just reached me that last night, about 7 p.m., a pan of 200 Kookas 
attacked the residence of Surdar Badan Singh at Matodh, wounded the Surdar and killed 
two men, and carried off two or three horses, Of the attacking party 10 are said to have 
been mounted. In this affair one of the attacking party wae killed, and two have been 
captured; Surdar Badan Singh is related to the Maharaja of Patiala, and it is probably 
in revenge for the assistance rendered by the Maharaja in the butcher murder case that 
this attack has been made on his relative. If it be true that some of Surdar Badan Singh's 
horses have been carried off, this is not a pleosant feature, for it denotes that some other 
atrocity isin contemplation. I fo out at once to Malodh to make inquiry into this case, 


and shall report to you all that I discover. 
P.S.—Intimation hae been sent to the Maharaja of Patiala by ietter and telegram, 
informing him that Heera Singh and Leena Singh of Sukroudee are the reported leaders, 


d asking him to have them captured and give assistance. 
ri have saacaed Ram Singh and his chief subahs to Malodh to make such inquiries 


as will, I hope, lead to the identification of all concerned. 


F L. H. Griffin, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of the Punjab, to 
"'E C. Boyts Ena. on I, Siccetery to the Government of India (No. 23 c,); dated 
Camp Delhi, the 19th January 1872. ; 

the h to forward herewith copies of letters from Mr. T. D. Forsyth, c.B., 

Gcciaaeaee of. the ‘Ambala Division, dated T7th and 18th instant, with annexures; and 

copy of a demi-official letter dated 18th, from Captain Menzies, Deputy Inspector General 


f Police; al ial report dated 17th, from Lieutenant Colonel E. Perkina, District 
Superintendent of Police, Ludiane District, on the subject of the Kooke outbreak. 


2, The Honourable the Lieutenant Governor observes that the action taken by him, 
when the first news reached him by tel ph of the desperate attacks on. Malodh and 
- Maler Kotla, in sending to the scene of disturbance eufficient troope to restore order, and 
in deporting the head of a eect which had proved itself dangerous to the public safety, has 
been atively approved by his Excellency the Aisa 3; and his Honor the Lieutenant 
Governor has received this expression of his Excellency's approval with much satic- 
faction. : 

3. The Lieutenant Governor regrets the course taken by Mr. Cowan, Deputy Com- 
missioner of Ludians, in summarily exeoating the Kooka insurgents captured in Patiala 
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territory, and ie of opinion that there was no such urgent necessity as to justify that 
efficer acting without the orders of the Commissioner, whose letter directing formal pre- 
cedare to be employed in the trial of the insurgents appears to have reached Mr. Cowan 
after the executions. 


4. The position of the Deputy Commissioner wae, however, peculiar. He was in a 
Native State, some distance from the officer to whom he had to look for instructions, and 
no doubt believed that the outbreak was of such a character, and likely to excite the 
sympathies and active co-operation of so large and powerful a sect, that it was necessary 
to take action promptly before it had grown to any formidable dimensions. The Com- 
missioner, Mr. Forayth, considers that the action of the Deputy Commissioner deserves 
Braise, and has himeelf at Kotla executed, after formal trial, 16 more of the men impli- 
cate 


6. The Lieutenant Governor is aware that all the men implicated in murder, rebellion, 
and the most savage attacks on the towns of Malodh and Maler Kotla were liable to the 
punishment of death in ordinary course of law. He is also aware that any success, how- 
ever Cemmparerys obtained by the insurgents, would probably have been followed by 
risings of the Kookas in other districta; but he is still of opinion that therc was undue 
haste in the executione, while policy would not have required, as an example, so large a 
number of capital punishments. At the same time the position of an officer, alone and 
acting upon his own parent & when naturally excited by the enormity of offences, 
the relative importance of which he is unable to judge exactly from ignorance of what is 
occurring elsewhere, must fairly be considered; and if Mr. Cowan has erred on the side 
of precipitancy, it is not given to all officera of Government to be at the same time 
energetic and discreet. An opportunity has been given to Mr. Cowan of explaining more 
fully the grounds of his action. 


6. Complete tranquillity is now restored, and any other trials which may be bent f 
will be conducted for offences committed in British territory, and in accordance wi 
ordinary legal procedure. 


7. The deportation of Ram Singh, the leader of the turbulent Kooka sect, and his moat 
influential lieutenants, appears to the Lieutenant Governor to have been an inevitable re- 
sult of the present outbreak, and whether proof be forthcoming to connect him with the 

ticular crimes under report appears to his Honor of little moment. The Kooka sect 
bas shown iteelf to be obnoxious to public tranquillity ; the series of violent crimes during 
the past year at Amritsar, Raikote, and Morindah, which had so imuch alarmed society, 
have now been followed by open rebellion and attacks upon towns, which, if successful, 
as from their suddenness they might well have been, wuuld have occasioned serious incon- 
venience to the Government. he Government contented itself with punishing the 
actual perpetrators of the firat-mentioned crimes, and truated that its moderation would 
have induced the headers of the sect to ineist on their followers abstaining from violation 
of the law. Such has not been the case. Jt was at Bhainee, the village of Ram Singh, 
that the Kookas who committed the present outrages assembled, and from which they 
departed on their expedition; and whether Ram Singh at the last found his followers had 
ot beyond his control, whether he desired an experiment to be made to try the temper of 

e Kookas, to be followed, if successful, by a general rising of the sect, or whether he 
only believed that the time had not come when action could be safely taken, is uncertain. 
What is certain is that the outrages were the immediate result of the doctrines taught b 
him, as the crimes at Amritear, Raikote, and Morindah were committed admittedly wi 
his knowledge, and nothing which has since come to light has in any way altered the view 
of the Lieutenant Governor, on which the instructions to the Commissioner of the Ambala 
Division were based, that the deportation of am Singh had become a measure absolutely 
necessary in the interest of public tranquillity. Mr. Macaabb, the late Otiiciating Com- 
missioner of the Ambala Division, before leaving it, placed on record his opinion of the 
necessity for placing Ram Singh in confinement, and the Lieutenant Governor will sub- 


mit a further report on the subject. 


T. D. Forsyth, Esq., ¢.B., Commissioner and Superintendent, Ambala Division, 
ois Secretary to the Govarninant of the Punjab, Delhi; dated Camp Ludiana, the 


17th January 1872. 


the honour to forward herewith copy of a letter received from the Depaty 
Peed tied Ludiana, at an early hour (5 a.m.) this morning, reporting that tran alte 
had been completely restored in his district. A copy of wy reply is also forward 


. I tel hed to you last night the eubstance of news which had been brought to me 
ceih vakit of hie Highness the SMaharaja of Patiala, to the effect that a body of about 
70 Kookas, come with guns, eome with swords, and others with gunddeas and eticke, bad 
come from Maler Kotla to Sherpore, which is about 13 miles west of Kotla, and had — 
rendered to the Nazim of Amergugh. About 30 of these men were icp ae = 
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acknowledged that they had been in the attack 
employed on this attack appears not to hive - slo ae The total number of Kookag 


3. Ram Singh, it appears from one report sent in by the Distri i 
Police last night, joined the Deputy Commissioner at Alodh, callie hequaraee bee a 
told to come into Ludiana by him, on Mr. Cowan’s advancing to Kotla. : 


4. I have directed Colonel Baillie to cause Ram Singh t i 
askin Eng ® came in of bis own accord on the 16th, “and ‘hai’ Been sete at me 
Sing 8 re » When he shall be disposed of as ordered by the Inspector General’s 


5. It is reported that 200 Kookas are collected in the vi of Bhainee, which i 
15 miles distant from Ludiana, on the road to Kalka. T have Siconed Gaps + a 


to proceed there and bring back with him Subahs 
required here. . any Subahe or others whose presence may be 


6. As soon as I have decided what to do with Ram Singh, so 
proceed to Kotla. , gh, on his arrival here, I shall 


7. Two companies of Her Majesty’s 64th Regiment arrived yesterday fro 
and are lodged in the fort. The artillery from Sullenduy is nmin : oe : Galonal Go a 
with 100 sabres, has juet arrived. I have rag dn hed to the General Cotinanie ; 
m 


Sirhind Division to keep the European troops at a, but to send on the lat Goorkas 
to this place. 


8. Further reports ehall be submitted hereafter. 


From L. Cowan, Esq., Deputy Commissioner, Ludiana, to 7. D. Forsyth, Eaq., 0.B., 
- Ccmmiesioner and Superintendent, Ambala Division; dated Camp Kotla, the 16th 
January 1872, 7.30 p.m. 


IN reply to your telegram of yesterday's date, informing me that you would be at Lu- 
diana this evening, and directing me to send a report to meet you there, which telegram 
has just been received hy me, I have tie honour to report to you that tranquillity has 
been completely reatored, and that there is no necessity for you to come to Kotla. 


2. The gang of rebels, for no other name will ae Ng characterise them, never num- 
bered more than 125; of these there were at Malodh 2 killed, 4 captured; at Kotla 8 
killed, 31 wounded. Of those wounded, 25 or 26 escaped at the time; but 68, including 
27 wounded, have been captured in the Patiala State at Rurh, a village 12 miles from this. 
The entire gang has thus been nearly destroyed. 1 purpose blowing away from guns, or 
hanging, the prisoners to-morrow morning at daybreak. 

eir offence is not an ordinary one. They have not committed mere murder and 
dacoity; they are open rebele, offering contumacious resistance to constituted authority, 
and, to prevent the spreading of the disease, it is absolutely necessary that repressive 
measures should be prompt and etern. I am sensible of the great responsibility I inour ; 
but I am aatiefied that I act for the best, and that this incipient insurrection must be 
atamped out at once. 


From T. D. Foreyth, Esq., 0.8., Commissioner and Su rintendent, Ambala Division, to 
L. Cowen, Eaq., Deputy Commicaioner, Ludiana; dated Ludians, the 17th January 
1872. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated Kotla, 6th January, 7.30 p.m. 

2. The body of Kookes now apprehended in Patiala territory have committed two sepa- 
rate seticen cos offence affecting British jurisdiction, the other offence affecting the 
semi-independent jurisdiction of Maler Kotla. 

3. Ae regards offences committed in Maler Kotla, the suthorities there have full power 
to try and sentence criminals, sending the case up to the Commiesioner for sanction when 
the sentence is capital punishment. —_ 

4. I t that you will prepare at once the case againet such as appear to you to be 
sesceving af vail cpanbinent; and I sball then Rive immediate orders; but with 


Alef to your expressed desire for promptitude, the case is not sufficiently urgent to 
justify the aiandagnieat of the very simple form of procedure we have at hand. 


6. I purpose proceeding to Maler Kotla very shortly. 


35". c2 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary ; NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


12 CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 


From T. D. Forsyth, Eaq., c.B., Commissioner and Superintendent, Ambala Division, to 


the Secretary tothe Government of the Punjab, Delhi; dated Camp Ludisna, the 
18th January 1872. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have considered it absolutely necessary, for 
the preservation of peace in this district, first for the peace of the whole province, to 
deport Ram Singh, leader of the Kooka sect, at once from the Punjab, and to send him to 
se eas for safety until the pleasure of the Government regarding his final disposal ‘be 

le known. 


2. The varopey ft Ram Singh in the outrages committed by his followers at Malodh 
and in the state of Maler Kotla has not yet been thoroughly inquired into; and it is a fact 
that he reported to the police the intention of Lehna Sing and Hera Sing, the chief actors 
in tho present case, to commit outrages. But by his own admissions his followers make 
use of his name end take advantage of hie presence among them to call on their fellows to 
commit murders and create disturbance. He admits, whilat I am now writing down his 
words, that some time (he says about a month or six weeks) before the Amritsar murder, 
two men, Jhunda Sing and Mehr Sing, asked leave to kill the butchers. Others joined 
in the request, but he strenuoualy forbade them; nevertheless, they perpetrated the crime. 
He admits that though he had a strong suspicion that these men were the culprite, he did 
not give any information to the Government. Some time afterwards, he says that Dull 
Sing, Mungul Sing, Dewan Sing, and two others came and asked his leave to commit the 
Raikote murder; but he forbade them, and they did the decd without his knowledge. 
But he admits that he never gave any clue to the Government officers, not eveh when he 
was summoned to Bassean by Mr. McNabb aud interrogated. It is, therefore, quite evi- 
dent that he kept the Government in the dark as to the proceedings of his followers. His 
excuse is, that he was ignorant of our laws, and that as he had forbidden his followers 
to be guilty of murder, there was no obligation resting on him to report the matter 
to Government, not even when he found that murders proposed by hie followers had been 
committed. 


4. To allow such a man to be at liberty is in the highest degree dangerous, even su 

sing his etatement to be true, and then to be no more guilty of complicity than ie to be 
inferred from his silence, when information from bim, os in the Amritsar case, would have 
led to a prompt apprehension of the real culprits. 


5. I trust that the action I am now about to take may receive the aanction of the Go- 
vernment, and that a warrant may be iesued, under Regulation III. of 1818, for the de- 
tention in custody of Ram Singh and that of his subahs who during the next day or two 
shall be apprehended and forwarded to the mavistrate of Allahabad. 


Demi-OrriciaL LETTER from Captain Menzies, dated Ludiana, the 18th January 1872. 


dear Colonel ; 

I cies apecial report from Perkins, just received. It appears that Mr. Cowan 
has acted on hie own responsibility, and executed the greater part of those arrested in 
Patiala. Forsyth bas gone out, and I fancy will try the remainder, and have them exe- 
cuted in the legal manner. They appear to have been quite beyond control. I was up all 
last night arranging for diepatch of Ram Singh, Lukka Singh, Sahib Singh, and Jowahir 
Singh, who were sent off under a guard of )}2 Goorkhas and Mr. Jackson to Allahabad. 

‘Ram Singh came in here, in obedience to a summons‘ecnt out by you directing him to do 
so, with only four followers. He arrived ot two a.m. and left at four a.m. During the 
two hours Mr. Forsyth questioned him, and he certainly acknowledged to have been 
aware of both the Raikote and Amritsar murders being contemplated, and has given up the 
names of the men who were the prime movere. In the former, Dull Singh, Dewan Singh, 
and Mungul Sing, and in the latter, Jhunda Singh and Mcbr Singh, of Thutta, Zil jah 
Amritsar. Baillie went off last night with 25 soware to fetch Ram Singh from the direc- 
tion of Malodh, but he had paseed on to Bhainec; so Baillie halted at Sahnewal for the 
night, nd at 4.30 a.m. 40 Goorkhas and 12 police were sent down to him b yeaa train, 
and he went straight off to Bhainee to arrest remaining subahe, and to search for arms and 
papers. Just aa he was leaving Sahnewal, five other subahs came in there with the clerk 


serjeant, viz. : pares sisk 
Pahara Singh, 
Hookma Singh, 
Kahn Singh, Nahung, and 
Gopal Singh; 
morning train, and I have now got them here under a Goorkha 
a ralyeser fog pif eaters officer to escort them. Everythin seems quiet. I had 
written round to all districts about their gaol and treas guarde, and warned them against 
surprice. We seem to have eccured all the chief men except Maluk Singh, and he 
is did to be nt Bhainee, and Baillie will probably bring him in thie morning. I myself 
was against Kem Singh cpg il but Mr. Forsyth eaid that he must send him off 
before he went out to Maler Kotla. 
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Pottce DEPARTMENT, Luprana District, No. 3 oF 1872. 


SrecraL Report or Crime, 17th January 1872. 
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Kotza. 


Arrived here yesterday afternoon with Deputy Commissioner about 5 o'clock. 
On the road were met by me Rissaleh from Jheend, another from Nabeb, 
also the Naib Nazim of Owerghur (Wezir Ali), Patiala, who reported Maba- 
rajah been successful in capturing the greater part of the gang who attacked 
this place. The capture seems to have been easily effected, no one being hurt. 
The Kookas were probably knocked up and dispirited. The Nazim stated 
that some 30 men were wounded; from this it is evident the Kotla Ja:madar’s 
men must have fought well. But one wounded Kooka was left bebind. 
There were seven killed. 


10 o'clock, am. Have just returned with Deputy Commissioner from vg Ba 
ing the city and scene of action. The gang appeared to have met with little 
or no difficulty in entering the city than the broken-down wall, and no oppo- 
sition until they reached the palace square ; here they were met by the Than 
nedar and a few men, and at this place there was the only real fighting, about 
15 being killed on both sides. The Thannedar is said to have killed three 
men before he succumbed to a sword wound in the head. The Kookas evi- 

. dently hoped to get at the treasury, but luckily broke open the wrong door, 
finding only a few papers aod missals in the place. Thoy took some arms 
out of a Aothi, but not finding any ammunition, threw them down a well. 
The Kotla people were evidently unprepared. ‘This, they say, was in conse- 

uence of he short notice they reccived of the meditated attack (the reports 
rom their vakil only reaching Kotla at eight p.m. on the 14th, the men having 
been informed by me at 10 o'clock the previous night, 13th). 


17th, 12 o'clock. Just starting to assist in bringing in the Kookas, 
who are reported to be about six miles off. Roads very bad, and cattle 
knocked up. 


3 o'clock. Returned to Kotla; met the party about soven miles off; col- 
fected fresh cattle for the hackeries, now about three miles off. Both Hera 
Singh and Lehna Singh, the leaders, taken. They are generally well-dressed 
and well-to-do men; but have the appearance of bold, determined-lookin 
fellows. Hera Singh told Deputy Superintendent of Police that the aiok 
band was taken. Several of them were exceedingly abasive, and deolaring 
they would have no government but their own, &«. &c. 


7 o'clock. Just returned from the execution ; arrangements excellent ; 
seven guns; 40 blown away, and one cut to pieces when savagely attacking 
the Deputy Commissioner. 


ishing the execution, Commissioner’s letter was received 
Picasa = hla Sct abe in blood, to be tried under the extradition 


laws, &o. . - 

, 4 t been brought in from Mulloopoor by party of 

pe Eten Sing See om from this), by orders of Deputy Commissioner. Pais 

ean is cara influentral Subab and leading man amongst the Kookas, and attendant and 
e . Ram + h’ : 

confidential adviser of aie (signed) E. Perkins, Lieut.-Colonel, 


Deputy Superintendent, Police. 


A report came in here this evening from Malodh, that 150 Kookas had congregated in 


@ jungle near Khannah. EP. 
Bes 
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Vy CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 


From L. H. Grifin, Eeq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of the Punjub, to 


EL. C, Bayley, Eeq., c.8.1., Secretary to th t of India (No. 24 c.); d 
Delhi, the 20th Tasusry 1872. Ea ane Donnan ne so as 


In continuation of my letter No. 23 c. of esterday, I am desired by the honourable 
the Lieutenant Governor to forward copies oft lettera Nos. 15 and 16 of the 17th instant, 
from Mr. Cowan, Deputy Commissioner, Ludiana, reporting further on the Kooka out- 
break and his proceedings connected therewith. His Honor reserves further remark 
until the Commissioner's report ie received. 


From the Deputy Commissioner of Ludiana to the Commissioner of the Ambala Division’ . 
(No. 15), dated the 17th January 1872. 


IN reply to your telegram, the receipt of which was delayed owing to my having left 
Malodh just before it arrived at that place, I addreased a hurried letter to you last evening 
reporting that tranquillity was completely restored, and that it would not be necessary 
for you to come to Kotla. I now continue the narrative of what has occurred. 


2. I yesterday completed the inquiry in the Malodh case. Seven prisoners were placed 
on their trial; four of these men were wounded; they were taken red-handed. The 
evidence, and their own admissions, formed the most conclusive evidence against them. 
Their names are Bagwan Singh, Gyan Singh, and Tummun Singh of the Patiala State, 
and Mehr Singh of Aliwalpdr, District Jullundur, all Kookes. There was some doubt 
whether the other three pereons joined in the attack; they are kept to be tried un other 
charges. From the inquiry it appeared that on the 13th instant, at Bhainee, Hera Singh 
and Lehna Singh of Sukroudie im Patiala, two men who had formerly been in good cir- 
cumstances, but were now poor, collected a gang of Kookas, estimated at from 60 to 100 
in number. These men they seatcd apart trom the other Kovokas who had come to visit 
Ram Singh, and by prayers, recitations, &c., worked them up to a atate of frenzy, and 
then, after abusing the British Government and the native etates who had assisted in 
the Raikote murder case, called on them to revenge the death of Gyanee, a aubah who was 
hanged at Ludiana s month ago, promieing arms, horses, and money, if they would follow 
them. Theee two men said that arms and horses would be found at Kotla, and that they 
would then proceed and sack Sangroor, Nabha, and Patiala, gathering strength as they 
went. Ram Singh gave intimation to the Deputy id saucer wit of Police, Surfraz 
Khan, that this gang meditated mischief, and he himself begwed of them not to create a 
disturbance af Bhuinee. Whether this remonstrance wos made in good faith, or was a 
deep move on Ram Singh's part, I am unable now to say. . 


3. About 2 p.m., on the afternvon of the 13th instant, this gang left Bhainec in a body; 
they proceeded vid Rampoor and Pael, in Patiala territory, without, however, resting at 
these placca, and about 10 p.m. reached Rubboo, a village in this district about 3} miles . 
from Malodh, on the border of the Patiala State. They remaincd at a well distant about 
400 or 500 paces from the village of Rubboo. The Deputy Supcrintendent of Sanehwal 
(Surfraz Kban) came into Ludiana on the night of the 13th to report the departure of 
the gang from Bhainee, and about 11 p.m. I sent notice to the vakils of Kotla and Patiala, 
directing them to give warning to their reapective states. 


4. The Kooka gang remained in the neighbourhood of Rubboo during the night of the 
13th and day of the 14th. There ia no evideuce to ehow that their numbers increased 
after leaving Bhaince ; and I am inclined to think that the greatest number together at 
one time did rot exceed 150 men. The delay at Rubboo was prohably caused by a ho 
that they would be joined by others, or by doubts of the success of an attempt on Kot. 
It probably occurred to the leaders, as they were about to start for Kotla, that it would 
be easy to obtain arms and horses at Malodh. It was certainly not their intention to 
attack Malodh when they left Bhainee. 


5. The gang left Rubboo in the evening, and reached Malodh as it became dark. They 
made the attack in the manner I have described in a previous letter. Their success at 
Malodle was a very poor one; they killed two men, slightly wounded the sirder, and 
secured three horses, one gun, and one eword. In return they left two of their number 
killed and four wounded prisoners. Considering the suddenncas of the attack, this result 
is creditable to the people of Malodh and to the men of the adjoining village of Bheree, 
who turned out on hearing the beat of drum, and reached Malodh betore the Kookas left 
it, and gave valuable assistance. 


D eiled to Kotla, about nine miles distant from Malodh, and 
oa Rootes on e morning of the 15th. Intimation of the threatened attack 
reached the Ahbulkara of this state on the evening of the 14th, and some patrols 
were placed round the town during the night, and the guards at the gates ened. 
On the morning of the 15th these precautions were diecontinued, and the Kooka gang 
about 7am. made a sudden attack. They made for the palace and treasury, but were 
encountered by the Kotwal Ahmad Khan, and s few men. Ahmad Khan, who appears 
to have behaved with great gallantry, was killed, and, in the confusion which followed, 

seven 
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seven other persons were killed and 15 wounded. The Kookas failed to get at 

eure, and after taking two horses and a few swords, retreated, folluwea by the Koala 
people who had now assembled armed. A sort of running fight was kept up and lon 
ehots fired, and many more Kookas were wounded, till both parties reached the village o 
Rarr in the Patiala State, the Kookas carrying most of their wounded with them. At 
a diate eae ieee ree told bys wounded Kovka that the gang intended to 
return and repeat the attack on Kotla, and thought it prudent i 
intimation to the officials of Sherpore in Patiala. rene ce 


THE KOOKA OUTBREAK. 


7. On reccipt of the first intimation of the attack on Kotla and arrival of the Kookas 
at Rurr, the Naib Nazim of as be rode to R&rr; accompanied by three sowars. He 
found the village abandoned, the Jat villagers having gone off in alarm with their families, 
and the Kookas seated in the jungle a little way from the village. The Kookas at first 
showed fight, rein? towards the Naib Nazim with drawn swords and shouting out 
abusive language, but thie was mere bravado; the ruffians were completely cowed. rey 
were hungry and tired, and had a number of wounded men with them, and after a short 
ese pe up their arme, many of the swords covered with blood, and surrendered. 

ixty-eight Kookas (including a woman) were here captured who had been present at the 
attacks on Malodh and Kotla. Of these 29 were wounded, seven of them very severely. 
The prisoners were conveyed to the fort of Sherpore. I have sent for them. The Rajas 
of Nabha and Jheend responded with alacrity to my requisition for troops. In less than 
an hour after receipt of my murasilas they dispatched artillery, cavalry, and infantry to 
Kotla, I hope to be able to allow these troops to return this evening or to-morrow. 


8. When I firat heard of the attack on Kotla, the situation appeared to me to be a very 
grave one, and I telegraphed that troops might be sent. ‘lwo euch atrocities as the 
attacks on Malodh and Kotla pe arated by the same people who committed the murders 
at Amritear and Raikote justified me in thinking that this was more than a dacoity. It 
looked like the commencement of an insurrection, ard I trust I shall not be thought to 
have caused unnecessary alarm by my first reports. 


9. It transpires that the disturbance was got up by two mea, Hera Singh and Lehna 
Singh, residents of the village of Sukroudie in the Patiala State. These men were for- 
merly in affluent circumstances, but have latterly become poor and desperate. They 
induced a number of the most ignorant of the Kooka men, who are easily excited, to juin 
them ; their eole object, in the firet instance, being plunder. What the ulterior object — . 
of the leaders was it ie impossible to say. One of the leaders, Lehna Singh, was captured 
at Rarr, the other, Hera Singh, is believed to have been killed in Kotla; but the corpse 
has not yet been identified. 


10. The lvsses austained by the rebels in their short campaign of three days’ duration 
are as follows :— ; 


At Malodh - - - - 2 killed, 4 wounded and taken. 
AtKoth - - - - 7 » 5 captured. 
At Rarr - + «+ + 68 captured, of whom 29 are wounded; whilst 


inflicted a loas of — 
they mere Mal re 4k wee, oe killed, 2 wounded. 
1 


At Kotla 7 bed =. ba 8 »? 5 ” 


Total - - -1 ”» 17 a 


At least two-thirde of the whole gang have been killed, wounded, or captured. The 
remainder are being hunted like vermin, and many more of them will be taken. 


Lam in hourly expectation of the arrival of the priconera from Rarr. I propose 
to cers at once ail a were engaged in the attacks on Malodh and Kotla, Iam 
sensible of the great responeibility I mcur in exercising an authority which is not vested 
in me, but the case is an exceptional one. These men are not ordinary criminals. They 
are rebels having for their immediate object the acquisition of plunder, and ulteriorly the 
subversion of order. It is certain that, had their frat attempts been crowned with success, 
had they eucceeded in armin themeelves and providing themselves with honees and treasure, 
they would have been joined by all the abandoned characters in the country, and their 
extinction would not be effected without much trouble. By the timely preparation at 
Kotla the first efforts were defeated, and by the active exertions of the Patiala officials, 
this miserable attempt at rebellion has been stamped out ; but others of their stamp must 
be deterred from following so bad an example ; and that the warning should be effectual, 
it must be prompt and terrible. Ihave every confidence then that the Government of 
the Punjab will approve of the immediate execution of those prisoners who have been 


taken red-handed. 


_ 
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From Z. Cowan, Esq., Officiating Deput inei i ina 
. t y Commiasioner of Ludiana, to the Commissioner 
of the Ambala Divigon No 16); dated the 17th January 1872. 


IN continuation of my letter to your address of thie morning’s date, I have the honour 
to report to you that 68 rebel Kookas were brought in to-day from Rarr. Of these, two 
were women, leaving 66 men; 22 of the men were wounded, most of them slightly. 


2. The conduct of these prisoners wea most defiant and unruly; they poured forth the 
most abusive language towards the Government and the chiefs of Native States. All of 
them admitted that they were present at the attacks on Malodh and Kotla, and gloried in 
the act; they said they had attacked Malodh for the purpose of procuring arms, and Kotla 
because their religion required them to elay the killer of cows. 


3. The two women were residents of the Patiala State, and I made them over to the 
officer commanding the Patiala troops for conveyance to Patiala. Forty-nine of the rebels 
were blown away from guns this afternuon on the parade ground of the Kotla chief in the 
presence of troops of the Patiala, Nabha, Jheend, and Kotla States. It was my inten- 
tion to have had 50 men blown away, and to have sent the remaining 16 rebela to Malodh 
to be executed there to-morrow, but one man escaped from the guards and made e furious 
attack on me, seizing me by the beard and endeavouring to strangle me; and as he was 
a very powerful man, I had considerable difficulty in releasing myeelf. He then made a 
most savage attack ou some officers of the Native States who were standing near me. 
These officers drew their swords and cut bim down. 


4. This was a most painful duty, and it was made incxpreasibly painful to me by 
receipt of your letter of to-day’s date, received as the last batch was being lashed to the 
_ guns, desiring me to muke an inquiry and forward the proceedings to you /or punishment 
(sic). In carrying out execution -of my own ecntence I acted on the honest and sincere 
conviction that I was acting in the best interests of Government. A rebellion, which 
might have attained large dimensions, was nipped in the bud, and aterrible and prompt 
punishment was in my opinion absolutely uccessary to preveut the recurrence of eimilar 
rising. 

5. I most sincerely truat that you will, after this explanation, approve of what I have 
done. I am placed in a most difficult position here, with reference to the 16 rebels who 
have remained unpunished. It was, as I bave stated above, my intention to have sent 
them for execution to Mulodh to-morrow, and I earnestly beg that you will sanction my 
carrying out sentence at once. I believe that these executions Aave had, and will have, 
a most happy effect. © ° ° ‘The demeanour of the people, their shouts and remarks 
wherever 4 go, all show this. 


6. I purpose dismissing to-morrow morning to their respective states the troops assem- 
bled here, and shall remain here tiil noon to-morrow in the hope of recciving an order 
from you sanctioning my ag fan out sentence on the remaining Kooka rebels. Should 
you not accord this eanction, I will make inquiry and forward to you for orders. 


P, S.— Among the rebels blown away were Hera Singh and “Lehna Singh, the leaders 
of the gang, and instigators of the outbreak. 


P. S. 2nd.—Just as I am closing thie letter, the party of cavalry I eent in pursuit of the" 
Kookas eaid to be concealed in the village of Maloopoor, which I communicated to you 
in my demi-official of to-day’s date, has rcturned bringing with it Kahn Singh, an influen- 
tial subah, who resides at Bhainee, and three other Kookas. I reserve inquiry into these 
men’s cases until to-morrow, as 1 have been extremely harassed all day. 


(Home Department.—Judicial.—No. 122.) 


From E. C. Bayley, Esq., c.8.1., Secretary to the Government of India, to the 
= z Cecretary to the Government of the Punjab. 


Sir, Pht tl corsa 24 January age 

I am directed to acknowledge your letters, quoted in the margin, reporting on the 
joae en. — recent attack by fanatical Kookas a Malodh and Malehr Kotla. The Governor General 
No, 24¢, dated 20th has already, by telegraph, approved generally of the action taken by the Lieutenant 
January 1672. Governor in dispatching troops to the seat of the disturbance, and in arresting and re- 
moving from the neigh urhood Ram Singh and hie most influential Subabs. arrants 
for their detention, under Regulation III. of 1818, have been already sent to the magis- 

trate of Allahabad. 


2. The local officers acted with promptitude and vigour on the first intelligence of 
the disturbance, but the subsequent proceedings seem to require serious notice, His 
Honor states that “he regrets the course taken by the Deputy Commissioner of Lood- 
hianoh, Mr. Cowan, in summarily executing the Kooka insurgents, captured a or 

a 
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Patiala territory.” The Government of India fully shares in the regret expressed by 


a Honor, and is of opinion that the papers submitted show nothing to justify the course 
en. 


3. Under these circumstances his Excellency in Council feels constrained to request 
that you will suspend Mr. Cowan until further orders, and awaita with anxiety euch ex- 
planations as Mr..Cowan may have to offer, and the expression of his Honor’s opinion on 
the whole subjeot. 


4, The loyal, prompt, and efficient assistance given by the troops and officers of the 
Patiala, Nabha, and Jhind’s States, no doubt, contributed materially to the suppression 
of disturbances, and to prevent their spread. J am to express his Excellency’s entire 
satisfaction with their conduct. 


TELEGRAM, dated the 22nd January 1872. - 
From Secretary, Punjab Government, Delhi, to Home Secretary, Calcutta. 
A REPORT was received bir as ck the telegraph wire was cut between Ludi- 


anah and Ferozepore, and that Kukas were marching on the latter place. No truth 
in the report. 


(No. 12 of 1872.) 
From Government of India to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India. 


My Lord Duke, Fort William, 2 February 1872. 
In continuation of our Despatch No. 9, dated the 2nd instant, we transmit for 
your Grace’s information copy of further letters and telegrams® received from 
the Punjab Government, reporting proceedings connected with the recent 
outrages committed by Kookas at Malodh and Malair Kotlah. 


TELEGRAM, dated the 21st January 1872. 
From Secretary, Punjab Government, Delhi, to Home Secretary, Calcutta. 
Report of Kooka demonstration in Rahun unfounded. 


TELEGRAM, dated the 23rd January 1872. 
From Secretary, Punjab Government, Delhi, to Home Secretary, Calcutta. 
EvegYTHine up to this time hes remained perfectly quiet in Ludiana and elsewhere. 


(Confidential. ) 


From L. H. Griffin, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of the Punjab, to 
E. C. Ba ty Ba. cas Secretary to the Government of India (No. 28 c.); dated 
Camp Delhi, the 22nd January 1872. 


Ix continuation of my letter, No, 2% c. of the 20th current, I am desired by the 
Honourable the Lieutenant Governor to forward copies of letters from the Commissioner 
of Ambala, dated 19th and 20th J anuary reporting proceetlings in connection with the 
Kooka outbreak. Copy of the Deputy Commissioner's letter alluded to in the marginal 
note of the Commissioner's letter of the 19th is also sent. Copies of the other enclosures 
have already been furnished with my letter of the 20th instant. 


F T. D. Forsyth, Esq., 0.8., Commissioner of Ambala, to the Seoretary to the 
oe Government of the Punjab; dited Camp Kotlah, the 19th January 1872. 


In continuation of my letter dated 17th indtant, fowarding reporte from the Deputy 
Commissioner, Ludians, I have now the honour to forward copies of further letters® 
received from him, and to eubmit « report of proceedings. 2. Up 


ele 5 Se a ee 
® Note.~—Nos. 15 and 16 of which copied were received from Deputy Commissioner direct and eant on to 
Government of India, with No. 240., dated 20th shi 
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ie UP to the time of dispatching the letter just referred to, no reliable intelligence of 
: © whereabouts of Ram a had keen received. It appeared as if he was playing a 
eep game, for he had reported to the police the departure of his fullowers from his village 
to commit eome outrage, but it had been known and reported verbally by me to you some 
time before that a body of 200 Kookns were tu assemble at Bhainee, Ram Singh’s village, 
at the Lhori festival, which occurred on the 13th current, aod that it was given out that 
there was to be some outbreak soon after. The correctness of these reports may have 
been doubted at the time as very vague, but, read by the light of subsequent events, 
there ia, I think, little renson to question their accuracy, and fur Raum Singh to wait till 
the party had gone off and then to report proceedings, and to declare himeclf without an 


influence, was 8 ruse on his part to try and escape the responsibility of the acts of his 
followers. 


_3: The Deputy Commissioner ordered Ram Singh to meet him at Malodh, which he 
did; but as Mr. Cowan wns obliged to go on at once to Kutlah, he sent Ram >ingh back 
to his home. Intimation of this was not however aent to me, and we had samme trouble to 
find out where Ram Singh'was. At 4 p.m., on the 17th, I dispatched Colonel Baillie 
with a party of Colonel Gough's cavalry to eearch for Ram Singh and bring him in. 1 
had previously ordered parwanas to be cent in different directions requesting his attend- 
ance ut onceat Ludiana. Later in the eveniny I heard that he had reached Bhaince, where, 
I was infurmed, 200 Kookae were assembled. Mr. Hatchell, Aesistunt Dietrict Superin- 
tendent, who had paased through that village on the night of the 15th, had reported to 
me that there were no Kookas there beyond the ordinary inhabitants. These men must, 
therefore, have either concealed their presence frum the police officer, or had assembled 
after his departure. I had instructed Captain Menzica to go out there at daybreak, but 
Colonel Baillie’s subsequent movements induced me to make over the duty to him, 
a report of which will be forwarded shortly. 


Jahib Singh. 4. Ram Singh came into. udiana with four followers noted in the margin, in obedience 
Jowshir Singh. to the order 1] had issued. He arrived at 1 am. on the morning of the 18th, when [ 
Gocrat Stig. interrogated him and got anawere, the substance of which J sent in an official letter to 
Nanoo Singh. you by the morning train of the 18th® (yesterday). For reasons given in that letter, I 


decided to deport Ram Singh at once, and further infonnation confirma my opinion as to 
the correctness of the step taken, although the particular outrage with which we are now 
concerned has becu promptly dealt with, and we are ablo to report perfect trunquillity. 
We have no assurance that this tranquillity will not be disturbed ut any moment. The 
assemblage of Kookas in the village of Bhainee, the appearance of amall bodies of Kookas 
in villages near here, a few of whom have been apprehended, and the report received from 
Jullundher of a body of Kookas from Amritaur having raised their flag at Rahun, are 
a cufticient indication that there fs some intention of u geueral rising, and the slightest 
failure on the part of the authonties to deal promptly with the imuurauders now caught 
would be a signal to concealed parties to rush forward. 


5. As I was travelling by rail to Ludiana on the 16th, I eaw Kookas at three of the 
railway stations, and heard that others had been pussing up the lice. The 
Yesterday afternoon a eowar coming Jhind Munshi reports that a Kuoka in that state was obscrved to sell his 


from Melodh reported that he saw about Jond and throw away his property, declaring his inteution of going off at 
13 — pra ot beng on as once to join hie Gard. 
und near @ road alout (wo miles 
m this. bar Depely eesaaseed 6. It is with thie in.prescion on my mind that J now allude to Mr. 
at once sent out to searclt fur the mem Cowan's proceedings at Kotlah, which are fully detailed in hie report. I 
ahr or goon tobe soe tale Hy had dem} officially and officially urged him to be carcful to do nothing 
the village of Saihbee in the Putiadla which could detract from the complete success of his energetic efforts to 
Territory near Kotlah on the evening of qyeli this disturbance. I pointcd out that whilst offences committed 
the 16t at ares oe Danis against persons or property in Rritish territory could only be tried according 
Ceo wintoner's letter just received, and to regular form, and ecntences only be carricd into execution after confirma- 
tent in original with thie. tion by the chief court, the procedure in cnsee of crime committed in 
foreign states such as Malair Kotlah admitted of more prompt action, 


inasmuch as sentence could be carried out on the confirmation of the Commissioner. 


2. Before, however, my official letter had reached him, Mr. Cowan had disposed of 50 
prieonera in a summary manner. There was no qucetion as to their guilt, for they were 
all apprehended red-handed; and unquestionably had the proceedings been sent up to me, 
I should have confirmed the centence of death. Whilst then I regret the informality of 
the procedure, I consider myself justified now in confirming the sentence. There being 
no arrangements for hanging so many men at Kotlah, and a circumstances of 
the case and occurring in a native state, these men were oxecuted by Mr. Cowan by bein 
blown from a gun; a proceeding warranted by former precedents when large numbers 
rebels were thus disposed of in 1857. 


8. Having dispatched Ram Singh yesterday morning I rode out to Kotlah, accompanied 
by Colonel Gough and a party of hie cdvalry, and the remaining 16 prisoners were 
regularly tried by Mr. Cowan, acting on behalf of and sitting on the bench with the — 

an 
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and Tehsildar of the Malair Kotlah State. The proceedi formall led; 
si plea : ae i ae having iecdved Scie aanctiohs was cared te 

SENCE 0} : : 
die ediciniog Sites e Kuropean officers and the officials of Maleir Kotlah and 


9. There still remain seven persons implicated in the attack on Malodh, f f wh 
were captured at the time by the Sardur’s people. This offence having been conitnitted ia 
British territory, the criminuls will be regularly tried before the sessions to-day at Malodh, 


and sentence will be carried out after the confirmation by the chief court in the usual 
manover at Ludiana. 


10. In the evening of yesterday I distributed the following rewards from the 
Malair Kotlab coffere to the persons prominently mentioned by Mr. Cowan as having dis- 
tinguished the:nsclves in apprehending the Kuokas who were concerned in the attack 
on the Kotluh Palace and Treasury, and I gave instructions to the Nazim of that Princi- 
pulity to make proper provision for the family of the Kotwal, Ahmed Ali, and the others 
who gullantly defended, at the expense of their lives, the property of their state :— 


Re. 
Niaz Ali, NaibNazim- - - - - ~ - ~1,000 
Panjab Singh,odurbari - - - - - =| - 300 
Jaymul Singh, who gavethe information - - - - 200 
Musetan Ali : ne ee -  - 100 
Utum Singh - - - = = = - =< '§0 
Ruttun Singh - - - - - = = |= + 850 
Gulab Sing eee ee ewe ek 
Partab Singh - - - + = = = += = 850 


11. Letters of thanks on bebalf of the Malair Kotlah State were at the same time 
addressed by me to the Maharajah of Patialn, and Rajahs of Jhind and Nabha, and 
delivered in Durbar to the Vakeels of the Rayaha. 


From L. Curran, Eeq., dated Kotlah, the 19th January, alluded to in Marginal Note 
above. 


YESTERDAY Narain Siogh, Vakil of Sardar Hukkikut Singh of Ber (one of the Malodh 
villages), reported to me the receipt of information from hie master that a party of 50 
Kookas passed through the village of Ber yesterday at noon, and, in reply to inquiries, eaid 
that they were going to Kotlah; and that about two hours later another party of Kookas, 
eaid to be 40 or 50 strong, were seen eeated in the grasa preserve of the ar, and also 
said they were going to Kotlah. 


2. Anup Singh, a Sowar in the service of the Malodh Sardar, was dispatched from 
Kotlah yesterday about half-past six p.m. with a letter for his master. On thie side of 
Surrond, a village three Aos from Kotlah, he observed a party of 10 or 12 men travellin 
off the road iu the direction of Kotlah. Anup Singh was relieved at Surrond, an 
immediately returned to Kotlah, and, when about one and a half dos from Kotlah, over- 
took a party, probably the same, but increased in numbers to about 20, still marching 

" parallel to, but some way off, the road in the direction of Kotlah. ' 

I sent out a party of Patiala caters with Anup Singh asa guide in eearch of these 

gangs, but they returned unsuccessful. 


3. Since the outrage at Kotlah several ay kg have been received of parties of Kookas 
from a distance having approached close to Kotlah and then disappeared. 


From 7. 1). Forsyth, Esq., C.B., Commissioner of Ambala, to the Secretary to the 
Government of the Punjab; dated the 20th January 1872. 


In continuation of my letter of 19th instant, I have the honour to report that I pro- 
ceeded yeaterday to Melodh and held sessions there for the trial of the prieoners whe 
hed been captured there, and who were concerned in the case of dacoity with murder. 
Four men were put on their trial, and convicted on their own confession, and sentenced 
to death. But it is not my intention to put this sentence into execution, because a 
sufficient example has been made, and all four of these men are most severely wounded, 
and two have broken limbs. Ina few daye I purpose to commute the sentence to trans- 
portation for life. ; 


356. D2 2. I have 
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30) were found in 
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2. Ihave received a report from Captain Menzies, Deputy Inspector General, that 
Kuzan Bing. Captain Baillie found 172 Kookes in the village of Bhainee and the 
Harnam Singh. Subahs named in the margin. Four of these Subaha, viz., the firat four, 
Hares Singh. Were sent into Ludiana tbr dispatch to Allahabad. The remuinder are 
Se meuilein gts kept for the present in Ludiana pending further orders; 122 of the 
Dharm Sicgh. 2~00Kas have been sent to their homes; the reinaining 50 having no home 

5": and no ostensible means of living, being, in fact, a dangerous class of this 
sect, who having sold all that they possessed hold themselves in readinesa 
to perform any act that their leaders may order, will be called on to furnish security, or, 
in default, will be incarcerated for a period of two years according to I: w. 
I have ordered a small police post to be established at Bhainee for the preeent. 


3. At Kotlah, towards which place parties of Kookas have been flocking from all parts 
during thia last week, but have suddenly disappeared when within a mile or two of the 
place, there is a considerable apprehension of a second attack. I have therefore ordered 
the Nazim to rise 100 men, well armed, for the defence of the palace. ° : : 


4. In my letter announcing the deportation of Ram Singh, I mentioned that he had 
reported the intention of his followers to the police; this was raid by me on the authority 
of the district officers; but, on examining the police officer yesterday, 1 find that the 
case is not nearly eo favourable to Kam Singh. An assemblage of (it is said by him) 
1,000 Kookas were at Bhaince on the 11th and 12th January. During these two days 
there was of course free inter-communication amongst the leaden and their followers. 
On the 13th the Deputy Inspector heard that a body of 100 men “ mustana,” i. ¢., who 
had worked themselves into frenzied excitement and a atate of deaperation, had separated 
themselves from the rest, und were preparing to start for Kotlah. Tearing this, the 
Deputy Inepector went to Ram Singh ond asked what it all meant; Ram Singh mercly 
replied that they were “ mustana,” and had passed beyond his control. The Deputy 
Inspector asked for a list of thcir numes; Ram Siaogh only gave 13 names, and said he 
knew nothing about the rest, though their number by all accuunts was not less than 100. 
The Daputy lnepestor then called on Ram Singh to bid them go to their homes quietly, 
whereupon Ram Singh went to them, putting a handkerchicf round his neck, and begging 
them to go away and not get Aim intoarow. ° . = : . . 


5. The events of the past week, and of the past ycar, show that the Kookas are a 
dangerous sect over whom their leader and the Subahs have no influence for good, and it 
is advisable for the peace of the country that they should he prohibited from moving 
about the country inculcating their doctrines, and that gatherings of Kukas in larger 
numbers than 10 or 12 should not be allowed. ; 


6. It is also advisable not to leave Ludiana entirely without troops of some kind for the 
present until the movements of the Kooka sect cease to be troublesome. 


7. I beg to bring to notice the energetic exertions of Mr. Cowan, Deputy Commis- 
sioner, whose prompt action has put a atop to what threatened to be a serious outbreak. 
I regret exceedingly that bis summary executions without trial should detract from the 
soot | service he has rendered, but I trust that the circumstances 11 which he was placed 
may be taken into consideration. Immediately on receipt of my orders, he suspended 

rocecdings, and proceeded to try in proper form the remaining prisoners, colonel 
Perkins has accompanicd Mr, Cowan throughout the whole time, and has been most 
energetic. ae ‘ 
illie and Captain Menzice, Deputy Inspectors General, have rendered 
ap eran I have Areaily alluded to the prompt assistance rendered by the ; 
Maharaja of Patiala, and the Rajas of Jhind and Nabha, whose services I trust may be 
ackaow lodged by his Honor the Lieutenant Governor. 


; ecessity for the presence of European troops at Ludiana, I 
Sea ineeiko! hneheeed of the sath und artillery be sent buck to Jullunder. Colonel 
Gough's party of 100 Sowars and the Goorkha Regiment might be allowed to remain for 


the present. 
10. I now return to Ambgla. 


ae iting this report, I have received your telegram directing me to stop 
a ame aes without the Lioutenant Governor's express orders. It will be 
a rt : Vhe d already done 60, and I may here state that, on my arrival at Kotluh, I 
nase men apprehended ; of these 16 were put on their trial for being more or less 


: i; tlah, and, exercising the powers invested in the Commie- 
aa ph eae prepa mre of the pemaiaing 14, four have since been sentenced 
, 


to transportation for life, and the remuinder have not been puniehed. 


———— 
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THE. KOOKA OUTBREAK. 2 


(Confidential.) 


From L. H. Griffin, Esgq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of the Punjab, to 


E. C. Bayley, Esq., ¢.s.1., Secretary to th G i ; 
Camp Gungatule, the 26th January 1872. eet eta eA aes 


I am directed to forward, for the information of hie Excellency the Viceroy and 
Governor General in Council, a letter from the Commissioner of the Ambala Division, 
No. 27, dated 22nd January, with enclosure, on the subject of the action taken by 


Mr. Cowan, Deputy Commissioner of Ludiana, ou the occasion of the late Kooka 
outbreak. 


2. His Houor the Lieutenant Governor is of opinion that Mr. Cowan acted with great 
promptitude and energy in. calling out the Jhind and Nabha Horse, and going himself at 
base to Malair Kotlah to aid in the defence of that place and the suppression of the dis- 

urbance. 


3. As J seal the executions ordered and carried out by him in concert with the 
Malair Kotlah authorities, the Lieutenant Governor believes that he acted as he thought Bee 
for the best, aud under a strong sense of his personal responsibility for the adoption of the om. 
promptest measures for sccuring the peace of the country, and his Honor considers that 

much allowance must be made for the difficult position in which he was placed, and 

for his being unable to judge certainly to how many places the Kooka outbreak ex- 

tended, and in what degree it might gain head by delay in the infliction of punieh- 

ment. 


_4 But, considering that the Commissioner was close at hand, and that many of the pri- 
soners taken were wounded, and all greatly dispirited, the Lieutenant Governor is of opinion 
that Mr. Cowan would have shown more coolness and discretion had he obtained the 
previous sanction of his proceedings by superior authority. It is clear, however, that 
this sanction would not have been withheld, as, on his arrival, the Commissioner sentenced 
16 more prisoners to death after trial, and, in doing so, it may he held that he did not 
excecd the authority vested in him as the ex-officio Political Agent for the Malair Kotlah 
State. 


5. It may no doubt be reasonably questioned whether so many capital executions were, 
even under circumstances so trying, necessary or bag and whether an example 
equally deterrent might not have been made by a less indiscriminate sentence. The 
Lieutenant Governor himself inclines to this opinion, but on the other hand it ie certain 
that all the prisoners executed were, even under the ordinary criminal law of the British 
territory, guilty of capital offences, whilst the position and antecedents of the Malair 
Kotlah State, as o solitary Mahomedaa ppeipality, constantly exposed to fanatical 
attacks, atrongly impel its authorities and inhabitants to advocate as a measure of security 
their repression by the severest punishment. It is said that the Kotwal returned to the 
town apprehensive of a repeated attack, and both the Commissioner and Deputy Com- 
migsioner allude to parties of Kookas flocking round Malair Kotlaoh and creating freeh 
alarms. The authoritice on the spot could alone correny judge of the tendency of euch 
demonstrations, and, in his Honor’s opinion, the action taken in good faith by them muat 
be supported. 

. Adverting to paragraph 1: of the Commissioner's letter, from which it might 
Paani be taferreil t i the Lieutenant Governor had approved of the numerous 
executions ordered by Mc. Cowan, copies of the telegrams in question are herewith sub- 
mitted. Writing in total ignorance of the large number of executions eventually carried 
out, the Lieutenant Govegnor, whilst supportin the Commissioner in his enforcement of 
regular judicial procedure, and so checking the Deputy Commissioner's precipitancy, was 
desirous at the same time of.evincing hia appreciation of the zeal and energy shown by 
him in following up the case. 


7 h, Esq., ¢.B., Commissioner, Ambala Division, to the Secretary to the 
an gare amentel te Punjab (No. 27); dated the 22nd January 1872. 


I wave the honour to forward the explanation® called for from Mr. Cowan, Deputy © Latter dated 2ist 
Gccrmissioner, in your No. 22 c., dated 18th instant. January 1872, from 
. d of the instructions which I sent to Mr. Cowan, and refer you to sioner, Ludians. 
ae Pe astark out Cony sent herewith, and your reply, and to my official letter of 18th + No.9 telegram at 
instant to Mr. Cowan, copy of which I forwarded to you some days ago. ead:of waclercres, 


idering Mr. Cowan's proceedings it is necessary to distinguish between acts. 
dose ite corsa Foye <a thse dome in Native states to which our penal and proce- « 


dure codes do not apply. : 
4. The procedure in subordinate Native states, such as Kotlah, is for the head of the 
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State to prepare a case of murder b i i i 
y taking evidence of witnesses, defence of accused, 
&c., then to pags sentence and forward the case for sanction of the Commissioner of the 
Division. ; 
5. As his Honor is aware, I from the outset d«precated any departure from the regular 


course, and eent out instructions at once to Mr. C this effect. Th tel 
did not arrive until he had disposed of 60 mien: Se hee rere 


6. I regret exceedingly this hasty action on Mr. Cowan's part. [lis reason for such is 

that hé felt it necessary to‘ stamp out the incipient rebellion by ‘a swift and terrible 
ar a That his prompt and vigoroue action had thie effect is, I think, un- 
oubted, 


7. A party of 100 men, who had devoted themselves to death to carry out the plans of 
their leader, left the village of their Guru with the intcotion of seizing the defenceless 
State of Mulair Kotlah, and pusscsaing themsclvca of arms and treasure, to be distributed 
to the rest of their sect who were to fluck round Kotlah from all sides. 


8. Ae they passed Malodh, a sudden impulee prompted them to attack that place. 
© Decolty with Had all the men been caught at Maludh, all would have been liable under section 396°, 
murder. Indian Penal Code, to eenteuce of death; but probably it would have been considered 

that all were not equally guilty, as all might not have clearly apprehended the nature of 
the expedition on which they had embarked. Moreover, the Briush Government is 
strong enough to maintain order without having recourse to wholesale executions in order 
to create a detorrent effect, 


9. The case, however, was very different when the same party passed on to Kotlah. 
Not one of these men could plead ignorance of the olject in pursuit. They knew that 
blood rested on the head of the whole gang, and that they would probably shed more 
blood. No mercy then could be expected by them at the hancs of the state they were to 
attack. Nor could the Maluir Kotlah State afford to show any eigna of weakness. They 
had been attacked once, and, unless the assailants were thoroughly cowed, they might be 
attacked again. It was in fuct from fear of a second attack by o larger body of 

_ Kookes that the Nazim returned so suddenly to Kotlah from Rur, whither he had followed 
the gang. 

10, It appeared to me then only right that a severe and prompt example should be 
made, and | was prepared to confirm the sentence of death against all those proved on 
trial to have been actually engaged in the attack on Kotlah. I should certainly have 
exempted from capital punishment those who had been severely wounded, and their 
number was nearly 20, but all the rest I should have condemned to death, and in fact did 


condemn 16 men, after fair trial. 


fan's action placed me in an embarrassing position, When I first received 
bis ea fen under the impression that he had conducted the proceedings according 
to the custom in Native states, and had merely usurped my power of eanction. It 
seemed to me an unworthy act to suddenly disown the over-zealous proceedings of an 
officer to whom the Lieutenant Governor had just sent a telegram applauding his energy 
and zeal with reference to my own euggestiun to moderate that zeal. 


determined to confirm Mr. Cowan's acts eo far as regards his usurpation 

Pics Vevassbi a heeet authority. As there arc no records of trial, none being held by 
him, I am unable to do otherwise than accept Mr. Cowan's assurances that all the men 
ere actually preecnt at the attack on Kotlah, and if ao, all were equally liable to ay oe 
punishraent, though as regards those severely wounded, execution ought to have nD 


etayed. ‘ 
disavowed Mr. Cowan's acts, and mitigated the sentence on those 
a Beisel regularly tried and convicted, after the proceedings had been sent 
be at a time too when lakhs of Kookns were flocking to Kotlah, to join the advance 
to bey leniency on my part might have been mistaken for weakness. It erefore allowed 
r ‘il sentence to be Feeouted as regards those Kotlob, assailants whose active complicity 
e : Ily establiahed. But I took occasion, on the trial of the men concerned in the 
waa legally to mitigate the severity of the former | Spee and a telegram 


Sed rae day from you conveying the Lieutenant Governor's orders confirmed 


the judgment I had arrived at. 
Whil i ty and irregular ‘action of Mr. Cowan, | am bound to 
an : proce, ac ope! pee t ead terrible measures taken by him cruehed 


io te birt oe ends outbreak, and I trust the excellent service he has rendered may 


weigh against the irregularity and severity of procedure. 
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From L£. Cowan, Eeq., Officiating D Sommiasi jana 
’ » Viiciating Deputy Comm , Lud »to . 
T. D. Forsyth, Exq., c.B., Commissioner, Avibale Division: dated 2. j att Taniary 1872, 


I wave the honour to acknowledge recei S 
ptof letter from the Secretary to 7 
Punjab, to your address, No. 22 ¢., dated 18th instant, forwarded ne hy nia ier 
of yesterday's date, and to reply as followe. 


2. When I reached Kotlah the situation was very crave The greatest alarm and con- 
sternation prevailed throughout thie part of the goitiey. Fielde were deserted,-and all 
ordinary occuputions abandoned by the people of the villages between Ludiona and : 
Kotluh, The men were collected in crowds in the gateways of the villages, and the women 
on the housetops, eager for information which reached them in au exaggerated form. 

_ 3. On reaching Kotluh I found that the rebel gang had been captured a few miles off 
in the Patialn State. I received information that emall parties of Kookas were flockin 
towards Kotlah from distant parts, and I learned that the troops of the Kotlah state had 
given up the pursuit of the rebels and returned to Kotlah to protect the town from 
another expected attack. As the contingeuts from adjoining Native states had arrived, 
or were close at hand, I felt confident that in the presence of such a force, and with the 
arrangements [ hurricdly made, there was no fear of an immediate attack on Kotlah or 
any place in its neighbourhood ; but that a terrible example was necded to put a etop at 
once to what was assuming the proportions of a rebellion, and to prevent a recurrence of 
similar outragea at o future time, I therefore determined to execute near the scene of 
their crime ‘a number of the rebels who were taken red-handed, and all of whom confessed 
their crime, and to execute the remainder at Malodh, I arrived at this determination 
after long and painful thought. I was sensible of the greut responsibility [ was incurring, 
but I acted in the honest conviction that what I did was in the best interests of Govern- 
ment aud of society. : 

4. The later information reccived confirms the belief that a serious outbreak was in- 
tended, and that matters were precipitated by the hasty action of this fanatical party 
before the arrangements of the leaders were fully matured. For several daya after the 
attack parties of Kookas arrived from ull parts, and on hearing of the fate of their 
brethren instantly dispersed and disappeared. Had the large number of rebels captured 
been detuined in custudy to await a formal trinl, there ie not the elightest doubt that = 
similar atrocities would have becw committed in other parts and that a state of anarchy ra 
would have followed, ES, 

5. With this explanation I leave myself in the hands of the Government, I acted 
from no vain motive, or from cruelty, or a desire to display authority. {twas my sincere 
conviction that the punishment, terrible as it was, was imperatively necessary to prevent 
the spread of au insurrection. One or two petty successes in other parts by other parties 
of Kookas would have cuused grest numbers to flock to the rebel standard, and the diffi- 
culties of Government would have been incressed. I most conscientiously believe that 
the executions at Kotluh prevented « much more serious rising. 


Demi-Ors1craL LETTER of Instructions dated the 17th January 1872, referred to in 
Parn, 2 of Mr. Forsyth’s Letter. 


You have done admirably, but for heaven's sake don’t let the whole thing fall short of 

rfect succees by any hasty act. : 
Pe By dealin with be aC) now caught as culprits in the Kotlah territory, they can be 
hanged legally, without the delay of sending the case to the Chief Court, by attending to 
the form usual in all euch cases, i.e., sending up the proceedings to me, and, to seve. time 
and trouble, I am going out to Kotlah as soon as I have disposed of Ram Singh. J ut if 
you hang (yourse f) these men, t.eq the men caught at Malodh, you will fall short o 
perfect success. A delay of 12 hours cannot produce barm, whereas illegal “ oy 
cause trouble. I only wait for Ram Singh to come in to-morrow morning, and I shall be 


out at once. 


ed in Pura. 6 of Secretary's Letter transmitting 


Copies of the TELEGRAMS referr ea oe 


(1) 


ins tary, Malodh, oid Loodiana, whence it was 
From Deputy Comes scched Seetne Toth at 21 be 16m. 


u 


f is convincing. Allow me to execute 
woe matt sous ot i _ frpencring ry “de punichment ebeuld be prompt. I go on 


to Kotlah, 16th January. 


356. D4 
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(2.) 
Ludiana, to Secretary, dated 17th January, 0h. 20m. 


Rer ’ 7 
then ia ave oo 0 mah ¢ telcgrara asking permiseion to execute at once four men. Since 
form and without delay a Ex ealon rie bot, and can dispose of the cases according to 
better allayed. y- ceptional actiun not necessary, and would increase excitement 


From Commiseioner, 


(3.) 
Reply sent on 17th from Secretary, Government, to Commissioner at Loudiaie: 


WITH reference to your telegram regarding executi i 
; ecut f 
concurs with you. He, however, dpuraves Mr. Gira aecy Gea aa 


(4.) 
First Telegram reporting Execution of Men was dispatched by Commissioner, from 
Ludiana, on 18th, at 7b. 16m. 


Forty-nine Kookas blown from wns at Kotlah. O ; 
attacking Deputy Commissioner. ? ab. “ne cut to pieces when savagely 


Eee 


(No. 14 of 1872.) 
From Government of India to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India. 


My Lord Duke, Fort William, 16 February 1872. 
In continuation of our Despatch No. 12, dated the 2nd instant, we transmit 2a 
for your Grace’s information a copy of the further Papers noted in the annexed ‘y 
list, relating to the recent disturbances committed by Kookahs in the Punjab. ye 


: TELEGRAM, dated the 29th January 1872. 
From Secretary, Punjab Government, Camp vid Delhi, to Home Secretary, Calcutta. * 


Your letter No, 122, dated 24th of January. The Lieutenant Governor requests that - 
action, in accordance with the 4th paragraph of your letter, may be delayed until receipt aa 
of my letter of the 26th inetant, containing his Honor's views and Deputy Commissioner's na 
explanation. He observes that the conduct of the De uty Commissioner can hardly be 
considered apart from that of the Commiesidner of the Division. 


TELEGRAM, dated the 4th February 1872. 


Secretary, Calcutta, to Secretary, Punjab Government, 
aad Camp vié Umballa. 


gram dated 29th January and letter dated 26th. Fresh papers do not alter 
‘eae tae Mate in paragraph 2 Of my letter of 24th January, and Government of 
India requests Lieutenant Governor to act in accordance with paragraph 3 of same 


letter. 


(Home Department.—Judicial.—No. 289.) 
) C81, 5 to the Government of India, to the Secretary to 
Free 2 Reyige eres ue Gisseeaal of the Punjab. 
Fort William, 8 February 1872. 


Sir, f the 29th ultimo, and your letters noted on the 
T am to acknowledge yon ee wlation a the late Kooka outbreak. The Governor 


‘No. margin, © ; i ith anxious attentio: 
N 1672. 1 has considered theee papers with anxious : D, 
. 0 — oa ser Star behiee pasting final orders on the eubject, to direct your 


a) Oy »” 2 . s * 
. Be, > 2th " attention to the pointa which appear specially to require Sxeneten . 


» to, ,, 30th n 
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2. His Excellency in Council a ees with his Honor’s opini 
1 onor’s opinio eased in bi 
of oe ey vree Mr. Cowan's promptitude and snstyy, acid a plop ipecatoe’ 
must be made for the difficult position in which he was placed; but he feels that nothi 
ahort of immediate urgent necessity could justify suc’ : iy 


THE KOOKA OUTBREAK. 


3. The papers at present before his Excellency do not a i 
existence of any suc immediate urgent necessity ~ The fo oaiag. i Mr. Cowen’ 
i statements on the subject. In hia letter to Mr. Forsyth of the 16th January, he 
Bays :— : 

“The gang of rebele, for no other name will adequately charaoteri 
bered more 125. Of these, there were at Melodh, 2 killed, poe , at Kotlah, 
8 killed, 31 wounded. Of those wounded, 25 or 26 escaped at the time, but 68 including 
27 wounded, have been captured in the Patiala State, at Rurh, a village 12 miles from 
thie. The entire gang has thus been nearly destroyed. I purpoee blowing away from 
guns, or hanging, the prisoners to-morrow morning at daybreak. 

“ Their offence ie not an ordinary one. They have not committed mere murder and 
dacoity; they are open rebels offering contumacious resistance to constituted authority, 
and, to prevent the spreading of the disease, it is absolutely necesaary that repressive 
measures should be prompt and stern. I am sensible of the great responsibility I incur; 
but I am satisfied that I act for the best, and that this incipient insurrection muat be 
stamped out at once.” 


4, In his letter (No. 15) of the 17th January, also to Mr. Forsyth, he relates the cir- 
cumstances of the arrest of the prisonera) He says that 68 of them, of whom 29 were 
wounded (seven very severely), surrendered to the Naib Nazim of Sherpore and three 
native cavalry, and that the party, which originally consisted of not more than 125 men, To use his own 
had before that time lost nine persons killed and nine prisonera. He adde, “ At least words, “The 
two-thirds of the whole gang have been killed, wounded, or captured. The remainder ers comely 
are being hunted like vermin, and many more of them will be taken.” has 


5. In the same letter he remarks that in less than an hour after the receipt of his letters, 
the Rajahs of Nabha and Jheend “ dispatched artillery, eat i and infantry to Kotlah.” 
He aleo makes the following remark: “It is certain that had their first attempts been 
crowned with success, had they succeeded in arming themeelves and providing themselves 
with horses and treasure, they would have been joined by all the abandoned characters in 
the country, and their extinction would not be effected without much trouble. By the 
timely preparations at Kotlah, the firet efforts were defeated, and by the active exertions of 
the Patiala officials, this miserable attempt at rebellion has been stamped out.” He adds, 
however, “but others of their stamp muet be deterred from following 22 bad an example, 
and that the warning should be effectual, it must be prompt and terrible. i 


i of January 2let, he says: “As the contingents from adjoining native 
Sates ta crtive or were alose at hand, I felt confident that in the presence of such a 
force, and with the arrangements I burned ae there was no fear of an immediate 
attack on Kotlah, or any place in ite neighbourhood; but that a terrible example was 
needed to put a stop at once to what was assuming the proportions of a rebellion. 


7. These etatementa show that no immediate danger was to be apprehended; that if 


i ttempt at inaurrection it had failed ; that the insurgents were “com- 
seared mand gs a nearly all ‘made prisoners, many of them being wounded as 
well; that the danger which might have arisen, if the fort had been taken, had been 
averted; and that ample military force for the maintenance of order was et Mr. Cowan’s 


disposal. 


8. Mr. Foreyth’s letter of the 19th, and its enclosure, no doubt, chow that several small 


i don the 18th January (the day after the execution) in the 
enna ae en, be ‘hs @onduct of these persons on the 18th could not have 
had anything to do with Mr. Cowan's act from the firet. 

impressi : his Excellency in Council ie, that Mr. 
9. The impression which the pode rt raisire of immediate urgent necessity, but 


‘ der th : c 7 
— Srierer ai ronan iy possibly heve the effect of preventing an insurrection 


of a more gene: kind. ; 

‘ +. gatnton ral apprehension of this sort 1s not enough to 

: ae i eae abe i i ae ‘ Fjuatify nf ‘except the presence of immediate aeons 

csanie pay “of this hie Excellency has no evidence whatever in the papers before 

* i tion was imminent, and could be averted 

b Il. The a kaleeapi pee Se cht have the effect of excusing Lap hele to 

pe acy hom getauh, if it rested upon cone Fron thir « ubjed at Mr. Cow wd 

elight, if any, grounds i rs oP Phat when “this miserable attempt at rebellion,” 

has to show is some ere ped out,” @ suramary execution would, and that punishment 
as he calle it, “had been 8 w would not, deter other persons from rebelling. 


in the common course of la ‘ : 
° ° E 13. With 
356. 
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13. With re to h 
but hie Exeellonsy in eat ih 


; ’s proceedings, they would appear to have been legal; 
discriminate severity as Mr. Fo to eae and i 


ails to i : 
rayth Meleyek’ the necessity such extreme and in- 


ge pore gether with an 
ind will reserve final ord j i 
pied Mecacuiens oa = . suciect till they have been received and fully con- 


Council thinks it necessary to maintain pore eames ees te ee 


122, dated 24th ultimo, that Mr. Cowan be suspended from office. 
Se 


(No. 17 of 1872.) 
From Government of India to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India. 


to , 
GhictComminoner , MY Lord Duke, Fort William, 15 March 1872. 


of British Barmah, _ !N continuation of our Despatch, No. 14,dated the 16th ultimo, we transmit, 


Sr ee 


, 470, dated Si al 
No, 470, aes i ied nies information, a copy of the correspondence noted in the margin, 

ticket oe POR oe hut we have deemed it expedient to remove Ram Sing, the Kooka 23 

onan i os mat Allahabad, and to order his detention in safe custody to British fe 

brut 10 March : fe 

. 2. We await the reply of the Lieutenant Governor of the Punjab to our letter, | Sa 

No. 472, before determining on the course to be pursued with respect to the ee 

‘ar State prisoners named on the margin of the 3rd paragraph of that ao 

; FT 

fe 

(No. 28 of 1872.) Sa 

From Government of India to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India. f Fe 

My Lord Duke, Fort William, 2 May 1872. ee 

In continuation of our Despatches noted on the margin, we transmit, for your tBSS 

Judicial, to Secretary of State : Grace's information, copy of further papers, noted in the annexed Es 

No.7, dated 19th January 1672. _ list, relating to the recent disturbances by Kukas at Malodh and 1 of 

No, 9, dated oa Febrasry, ne. Malehr Kotla, the summary execution of the Kaka prisoners at | ie 

No. 14, dated 16th Fsbeuary 1ar2. the latter place, and the conduct of Mr. Cowan, Deputy Com- i ee 

No. 17, dated 15th March 1072. missioner of the Ludiana District, and Mr. Forsyth, Commissioner ( 

of the Amballa Division, in connection therewith. ; ie 

2. We beg to refer to our Letter to the Punjab Government, No. 857, dated ; x 

the 30th ultimo, and to the Memorandum mentioned in the 2nd paragraph ie 

thereof, for full. details of the circumstances of this pani case, and of the a 

grounds on which we have determined to remove Mr. Cowan from the service, a 


efer Mr. Forsyth from his present appointment in the Punjab to a 
aah ieansilier Province in which he will not have to superintend the judicial 
proceedings of a Native State. We have also recorded our opinion that Mr. 
Forayth should not in future be employed on similar duty. 


vy Mr. Cowan's removal from the service, we have done so with 


Pe . i bose on account of his previous good character and conduct, and 
Ske ae ted with promptitude in the first instance in concerting measures 


son of the Kika movement. We propose to address your Grace 
be Fauci ‘Department, requesting that Mr. Cowan may be admitted to 
the benefit of a pension. . 
a 

; ‘ating Seare to the Government of the Punjab, to 
rom o ae 9, Bas a Sen to ies Gofecament of India (No. 58 ¢.); dated 


E.C Ba Esq., ©.8.t, 
Cap, ae v1) February 1872. 


® e e 3 
3 « e 
alair Kotla, following #0 immediately one after the 
5. Tae attacks ie ibe Seaiesasl Governor to deport Ran Sings and hia most 
other, A cs from the ro and the pera chrono . an recived and 
nen . figs 
Forwarded to the Government India, together wi 
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this letter, taken in connection with th : : . 
evidence eerroed af several years part of the tenfenct pra’ i pieets and the a 
character of its €achere, confirm the Lieutenant Governor in the me icon tek the den 
Povald be lee bred at o, : His Honor is also of Opinion that Ram Singh end ee iL 
should be confined at a distance from the scene of their intrioues, gh and his Soobahs 
such a manner as to render their rescue or cacape, gues, at such a place and in 


ah 2 or return to the Punjab, impossible. 

6. The evi'ence agaiust Ram Singh, i i 

atreanthened by that now obtained. Hie Pe meee ae Me P veyth Oost 

eee o, abate, oe = aie knowledge of the satentees of his fellowere to 
ut a stop to the slaughter of kine by the murder of batch i i 

Pin permission was asked before the perpetration of tha’ erianed pei Aerieae a Rea 

Ras vine sates ua be iswueed Permission, but it may be presumed that the direct evi- 

dence:ss e ite \city Sy permission or instigation is true, since his followers would 


ine of conduct of which their chief had expressed di 
Becks pei for eome time past had denounced cow-killing, is a ieaeoee hua ausela 
e stopped. 


7. It ia impossible to disconnect Ram Singh from the action i Te i 
the receut outbreak, It was from the sillage of Bhainee that the bond : Racine 
expedition, and it is shown that the information which Raa Singh was at first stated to 
have given to the police of the intentions of the party was of the most meagre description 
and given, not voluntarily, but after exprese interrogation by the deputy inspector. he 
evidence in the present proceedings is summed up by the Commissioner in the note duted 
the 1st February, which forms an enclosure to the present proceedings. This evidence 
afforde strong proof that there was an intention of an organised rising of the sect in the 
Punjab, although it is probable that the undisciplined eagerness of some of the Kookes 
precipitated matters and ensured the fuilure of the design. The opinion of Native gentle 
wen of known loyalty regarding the tendency of the teaching of Rem Singh, and the 
objects at which he armed, was entirely in accordance with that at which the Honourable 
the Lieutenant Governor has arrived, and his Highness the Maharajah of Patiala and other 
influential Native gentlemen had strongly advised the arrest and removal of Ram Singh 
from the country. : 


to the evidence given in Appendix 1V. It is sufficient, joined to the probabilities of the 
care, to prove that, hed the gang of Kookas been successful at Kotla, their numbers would 
soon have been considerably swelled, and it would be impossible to contemplate, without 
much anxiety and alarm, even the temporary triumph of w fanatical mob appealing to the 
rooted and wide-spread prejudice against kine-killing. 


9. In the opinion of the Lieutenant Governor it was an object of very great importance 
to check the gung at once and completely, and he thinks that great allowance must be 
made for the oprration of this well-grounded cunviction in the mind of an officer placed in 
the position of Mr. Cowan. Doubtless that officer felt deeply that it depended on his 
action whether this fanatical outbreak was to be quelled once for all, or whether, irom 
hesitation, delay, or falee mercy on his part, it was to gain head, and at the cost of (en 
bloodshed and confusion grow into a serious religious insurrection. Lp can : i no K 
queation that the frequent reports mae of ier vagal ria an ae nee ities a 

j a, together with the aint a 
Fe ee eed die his sense of responsibility, and apparently had the : 
- effect of bringing him to the desperate resolution he ultimately arrived at. 


inion that the evidence now submitted indicates 

3 of Kookas who were oben moving towurds 

: xecutions ordered by Mr. Cowan, for in neatly every instance 

anette dca ear orar the 16th, the day the attack took agi ™ pureay the 

Siceutlonis were carried out on ihe rmoming of Loe ie tne Kalbe pre appe Deteee 

been caused really by the atiat? Saas ie i f their further movements. 

hh bands, and hie ignorance of their tur ove " 

pets As tthe RiLabeegre Pur anxiety and to confirm him oe each 
the cise rcneek collet for, und justified, the inmediate infliction of exemplary.p 


meot. 


' & 

. Lae 
8. As regards the execution at Maluir Kotla, his Honor would call particular attention | e 

t 

| 

f 

f 

i 


10. The Lieutenunt Governor is not of 0 
that the immediate retirement of the ban 


11. The defects in Mr. Cowan's proceedings are patent. ates eene RTY raha 
wit aN f ‘difeate or the criminels, although agate rexcribed reference to 
dole eo othe ‘ eth. [le hurried on the executions, althoug i he included, without 
the Commissioner would net have cause’ ital sentence all the persous (ex- 
selection of ringleaders and instigators, . oa eoacened in the attac 

: * a 
cepting women and children) known to ss ei ined esoablioa oe 


12, But without desiring to disguise the precipitancy, Lieutenant Governor cannot lose 


i d e ) s a 
the unmeasured patel of Mr. oman? heh injustice. The crimes punished were 
sight of the counterveiling cons! 


derations. . t alarm to society from 

ht with the utmos' ’ 3 I 

i d committed, were fra tion of their execution. It 
(ei Le ee uacnten: end mness and despers 


the wviahed but there wae not one of the criminals 
cc i) 
E32 


Sey aricears Mupsatehes ac pecans sabes aos premises Ese 


is true that the purpose was not @ 


356. 


whose 
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poised ered aad forfeited to Public justice 
u ie : 
them ; there is not on eer municipal offences, but it is impossible so to regard 
ualified to judge, showing th ence, but aleo a universal agreement amonyet persons 
ey bada political object” at, originating in a carefully stimulated religious fanaticism, 
serious disturbance of rN t, every step in the attainment of which threatened the most 
criminals’ life forf ig ed © existing order of things. Hence not only was every one of these 
authority thet : ik to public justice, but it was essential to the maintenance of public 
officie as De sh Ce example should be mode. Mr. Cowan had for some time past 
of the Kooka by : He bea a of the Ludiana District, in which are the head-quarters 
areaniail nen e had the best Opportunities of judging of the nature of their 
rganisation, and the tendency of their designs. As a magistrate, he has brought to con- 
piliaee some of its members, and his life has been threatened in revenge. On hearing of 
pA pte under notice, he acted with promptitude in immediately proceeding to Maloth, 
and witb forethought in summoning the troops of the protected States, and his informal and 
unauthorised sentences were, the day afler their execution, supported by the deliberate pro- 


nunciation of similar sentences, by the authority to wi g i 
have referred, on 16 similer offenders, Segre Cen, Or 


So much may be said, even if those 


13. The Lieutenant Governor does not underrate the necessity for holding officers in the 
exercise of public authority sirictly responsible that the forme and procedure prescribed for 
their guidance are exactly observed; nor does he deny that an officer of cooler head and 
greuter forethought, or even one more fearful of responsibility than Mr. Cowan, would have 
vindicated in such a crisis the assailed rights of public order and political authority with 
more circumspection ond discrimination. But, on the other hand, these very occurrences 
exemplify the difficult position officers may be placed in, and the dilemma to which minds 
not, perhaps, exceptionally strong, and necessarily much disturbed and excited, may be 
exposed. And the Lieutenant Governor cannot blind himself to the coneequences of the 
growth of a belief that the only course that can be followed with persqnal safety is the 
cautious adherence to technical forms, and the etudied evasion of individual responsibility. 
Where, therefore, as in the present cnse, his Honor sees no cause to doubt but that the pro- 
ceedings, however, in his opinion, hasty aud irregular, were taken ‘in gocd faith as 
necessary to the public anfety, and however indiscriminate, impolitic, and unduly severe, 
involved, nevertheless, no absolute injuetice, the Lieutenant Governor holds that he chooses 
the leaser public evil in not withholding his eupport to irrevocable acts. 

In compliance, however, with the instructions contained in your letter, No. 122, dated 
24th January, Mr. Cowan has been placed under suspension, and the Lieutenant Governor 
can only ask for a careful consideration of the papers erewith submitted., 


Gri ., Officiating Secretary to the Government of the Punjab, to 2 ¢ 
ae é Ee ara Secretary "5 the Government of India (No. 72 ¢.); dated P x 
Camp Dadhopur, the 12th February 1872. : 


Wits reference to the order for the suspension from office of Mr. Cowan, Officiatin 


insi Ludi conveyed in para. 3 of your letter, No. 122, dat 
si Magy tan ced viewer: ‘or submission to hia Excellency the Viceroy and 
Governor General, copy of a letter from Mr. Cowan, dated oth February 1872. 


ae 


iati Commissioner of Ludiaaa, to T. D. Forsyth, 
i i age Dee are Sr paintendent, Ambala Division; dated Ludiana, 
ep Ue kny 


the 9th February 1672. 


eS ERP in BES EIA A 


receipt of your Memorandum, dated 7th instant, for 

k from a letter of the Baciehary 1 Government, Pane to your addres: 
aa irk idem directing my suspension from office until deri ere, <E baly await 
rege ee Major Parsons to make over charge of the district . ; 


. I had hoped that my proceedings 
2. This degradation was most pe oregre brea ea dis cue, havecmnet 


Id Fi 
irregular though they were, wod tertain the hope that the order for my suspension 
wile the opto ot Oe aut confirmatory of the belief entertained by me at 
was written 


dia. 

are hed the Government of 

the beginning, reac that I did not carry out the executions at Kotla ro lemely oe H 
3. I have reported before the responsibility 1 was incurring; I knew that 


I nave the honour to acknowled 


thoughtlessly. | I Kaew Mer by Government would, in all bebitty, be. pete 
Lhory Porn aarvice of Government cons me, and te nak in the belief that the 
ismissal from th ut I incu gree ead 
: in and beggary: ; “vad the severe measures of repression adopted 
Se atone wi have hed the same effect. 


4. If 
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4. If I bave unfortunately failed to convince the G 
were necessary, 1 will beg that 23 years of GuiNfll pevics: dace once Gas Tbs : 
repeatedly feenited pel ce of Government, may be weighed against this one irregular i 
Feand tonotrike 8 native. n accused of cruelty. I have never, in my recollection, raised 


5. I shall feel obliged by your forwardi thi 5 
of the Punjab, with the request that may temenae napgbert hh idae abo oa 


oF eutenant Governor think Gt, to the Government of India, tted, should his Honor the 


Ch eniis sa-e ire 


Dated Ambala, the 10th Februgry 1872. 
Endorsed by the Commissioner and Superintendent of Ambala Division. 


ForwarbEp to the Secretary to the Government of the Punjab. 


From L. H. Griffin, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of the Punjab, to 


E. C. Bayley, Esq., 0.8.1.5 Secretary to the Government of India (No. 76 c.); dated 1 
Camp Mahlana, the 14th February 1872. 


i 

L am desired to forward, for the information of the Supreme Government, cop of the 7. > 33, 
proceedings of the Commissioner of Ambala, in the trial of Kookes concerned in the recent re 
outbreak. , f2 
———— ie 

i. 

t ea 

COURT OF SESSIONS, AMBALA DIVISION. | a 

Case No. L., of 1872. ne 

1. Bhugwan Singh. | ee 

2. Gyan Singh. ~ , we 

Trg Crown vers - - 13, Thumman Singh. | oe 

4. Mehr Singh. ie 

is 

Charge.—Dacoity with murder, Section 396, Indian Penal Code. i 

(ae 

Arrangement of File. y: 


1. Calendar, charge, and opening sbeets. a 

2. Report of Civil Fj sa a b 
i roeecution. ; ‘ i. 

‘ ete! accused before committing Magietrate. : 

6. Pic nN 

6, Opinion of Assessors. : 

7. Finding and sentence of Sessions Judge. 


sears ure ceca accel 
‘ : toate 


i 
4 
\ 
] 
q 
i 
} 
4 


356. . ee 
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to take their Trial before the Sessions Nae in the Month of January 187, 
ae cee a a ee 


FOR PRO 
Name, Parentage, Dias wed ie SECUTION. DEFEXCL 


Residence, is 
te ‘ 
Caste, aod Age of 4 
Accused. oa'which Committed. To the Pact, tothe : 
A . e Other Evidence, 
Pprebension. | § si: 
= aE 
je z x H 
1. Bhogwan Singh, son | Dacoity with murde 
of Raw Slogh, Kooks} (committed on the I Daseasdber. 7, Sahib Giagh.| — 12. Sorfurez Khan, 
1th January 1872)| 2. Kishoe, Depaty Iospector 
2 Gyan Siogh, son of 8. Ram Singb. ; 
ulla Blagh, Kuoka, 3. Soobha. 13. Dhowkel Singh. 
, 0. Vundeer, 14. Kirpa, 
4. 
3, Thumman Singh, son Hel eh 1, Dassundbee. 
of Abul Singh, Kooks, 5. Sirdar Buddan | (0, Nathwa oeik : 
Siagh. wage Sie 
4. Mehr Singh, son of chal & 11, Bassawa, - Soobba. 
Goolabs, Kooke, Seat: 7. Boobs Singh. 
&. Sirdar Bodden 
Slogh. 
sou | Whether on Bail or 6. Nibal Sing, 
NAMES, Date of AppreLension, 10 Prison. 4. Hari Singh, 
15, Dewa Singh, 


Accused 1,2,8,4- + | 14th January 1873 ~ | Io Prison. 


ABSTRACT OF CaSE8. 


Against the four ‘eccused—Bhugwan Singh, Gyan Singh, Thamman Singh, aad Mehr Singh—The evidence ts cloar and conclusive. They endl 
wounded, and were taken in the very act of coeatiting the offence with which they are charged. Thelr presence at the place of cepture is iscomprie 
with Innocence. Some farther ing must be made into the conduct of the remalning three prisoners, who are forwarded to the District r 
of Police for separate Inquiry and chullan. 

The accused Nos. 1 to 4 are commllted to take their trial before the Sessions Judge, this 10th day of January 1873. 


This order is explained to them. They have no witnesses, 


Camp Malsir Kotla, 19 January 1873. L. Cowan, Mages 


ee a 
CHarae. 


‘strate of Ludiana, hereby declare that Bhugwan Singh, accused 
i, rendre Petey lets, committed dacoity with murder, and bas thereby com- 
eilieea an offence punishable under Section 396, Indian Penal Code, and I direct that he be 


tried on the said charge by the Sessions Court, . 
15 January 1872, DL. Cowan, Magistrate. 


Cuarae. 


declare that Gyan Singh, accused, on or about 
Se seity with ae and has thereby committed an 


1, L. Cowan, Esq., Magistrate, 
Indian Penal Code, and I direct that he be tried on 


the 16th January 1872 committe 
atienes punishable under Section 396, 


the said charge by the Sessions oe L. Cowan, Magistrate. 


15 January 1672. . mos 


_ 
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I Lc Eeq., M oe ' 
OWAN, eq., ! agistrat th y 

about the 16th January 1872, cence declare that Thumman Siogh, accused, on or if 


: ted dacoity with 
ao offence punishable under Sectio 39 ~.) With murder, and has thereb é 
on the said charge by the Sessiung Cnn Penal Code, and direct that be be tris 


16 January 1872. 


ss E- Cowan, Magistrate, 


Crane. 

I, L. Cowan, Esgq., Magistrate, hereby d ] , : 
a 16th snuuety me committed decoity w a see or ad inh teeused, on or about 

oHence punishable under Section 396, Indian Penal Code, and I dj reby committed un 

the said charge by the Sessions Court. ; irect that he be tried on 


15 January 1872, 


L. Cowan, Magistrate. i 
ine 
No. of Sessions for the Month of January 1872, e: 
Proceepinas of a Court of Sessions held by T. D. F I : Ee 
of the Ambala Division, at Malodh, Ludiana disee bar the ory Rees i retal ey cs 
with the sid of the following assessors : (1) Mir Hashum Khan Bahadur Ressaldar (2) sa 
Gholam Kadir, Superintendent of Aub; (3) Maatub Singh, Lumberder of Deooda, - | em 
1. Bhugwan Singh, of Ram Singh, Kooka. x 
Tue Crown versus - Ja, Gyan Singh, of Daila Singh, Kookw. : ea 
8. Thummen Singh, of Abbel Singh, Kooka. : 
4. Mehr Singh, son of Goolaba, Kooka. |S 
Charge.— Dacoity with murder, Section 36, Indiun Penal Code. wt 
Comniitted by Deputy Commissioner of Ludiana at Ludiana on the 19th January 1872. AC. 
The charge is read und explained to the prisoner, who acknowledged it to be correct. Eg 
e 
T. D. Forsyth, -;; 


Sessions Judge, Ambala Division. 


Mamonannum of Papers transferred from the Magistrate’s File to the Sessions’ File, and os 
read out as part of the Proceediugs of this Court, G Es 
Calendar. : 2B 
Charge Sheets. : oe 
Report of Civil Surgeon, Ludiane. a, 
Evidence of Sirdar Buddun Singh taken by Mr. L. Cowan. ; POE 
Examination of the four accused before the committing Magistrate. ms: 
. Ae 
From J. Ince, Esq., .p., Civil Surgeon, Ludiana, to the Deputy Commissioner, Ludiana ; ik i 
dated Ludiana, the 18th January 1872. i rs: 
I wave the honour to report that, about 8 a.m. on Monday, the 16th instant, I ‘ er 
received your verbul instructions, through the sup: rintendent of police, to proceed without BS 
delay to Malodh for the purpose of examining and reporting upon the persons killed and gf 
wounded during the aitack by the Kookas upon that place the previous evening. I at Pe; 
once laid out my horses and joined you at Malodh between 2 and 3 p.m. the same , 
day, having been somewhat delayed in the latter portion of the journey by rein. ‘§ 
y hospital assietant, Mirza Ameer Beg, accompanied me with medicines, instruments, ? “a 
and surgical appliances. : 2 
2. The following statement shows the number of persons I examined :— : 7 
" Prasons. Torat. é 5 
4 i | 
Malodh men - * °* 1 
ti 
a iy 
Kookas - - - ° sf 
i 
z 


356, st 
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Wounded. 


Kookas. 


Wounded. 


Lr ra of Malair 


Kotlah men. 


Wounded, 


32 


3. Of the Malou 


I ‘ 
who was wounded ih iebeeae her Bat cing tateee opi the Sindar’s coachmen 
a “ gundasea,” and the skall wee freee i ‘i tenet across the right temple, probably by 


had received five very ecvice: exora er was Nubbee Bux, a Munshee, who 
ty 


neck, and by which his bead was tay ee, ie recrial acrosa the back of the 


4. Of : 
ae i ee Ma the young Sirdar himself, Buddun Singh, who had received 
ditka= tian i which were probably sword-cute, one by a gundasse, and two by 
about to ae aeh y ey were ail slight, but that across hia left lower jaw + sword-cut, 
three slight palate ea leave an indelible scar. The other, Nihal Sin h, received 
and wee » One acroas the right cheek, and two others upon the left hand 


CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 


5. Of the dead Kookas, No. 1 had an incised wound over 

fractured akull. No, 2 had an incised wound across the iront se ots end cet also Fi 
fractured ekull. The expression of these two bodies was a moat fiendish one, and con- 
trasted horribly with the placid faces of the two Malodh ones, which were lying beside 
them in the eame shed ; indeed, the scene uffurded a striking proof of the fact that the 
state of the mind, or rather its facial reflection at the moment of death, is es lasting as the 


attitude of the remaining portions of the body. : 


__ 6, Of the four wounded, Gahani Singh had received a bullet wound on the right arm, a 
little below the shoulder-joint, causing a very severe aud comminuted fractare of the bone. 
Phagwan Singh had a slight contused wound on the back of the right elbow, and a contu- 
sion on the back. Thummun Singh had a alight contused wound about half’ an inch lo 
just above the left elbow, and three slight contusions upon the head. Laatly, Meer Singh 

ad a contusion over the left hip, at the slightest touch of which he cried out very vocifer- 
ously, and out of all proportion to the apparently slight injury he had sustained. 


7. About 7 am. the next day (the 16th) I started on the same duty for Malair 
Kotlah, as the Kookes had made a still more formiduble attack upon the latter town the 
morning after their assault upon Malodh. After a very disagreeable ride in a drizzliog 
rain across country, which, owing tu the very heavy rain, was bere and there several inches 
deep in mud and water, | reached Kotiah about 10 am., and the following is a detailed 
account of the killed und wounded { there examined ;— 


Wounnpsp. 


Prasons. Killed. 


Very 
Severely. Severely. 


Kotlah men -  * 8 


Kookas : - 7 


. . val 
: ere killed liad all been burned or buried before my arrival, 
see ol Kotlah men who the Kotwal and the other seven sepoys. 


but 1 was informed that one "i ded are Hafiz Ali Shere, Moon- 


ly woun 
of the two who were very severe’ nt side of the head, enother across left 
rd wounds, one acroW TG gnother upon the lower hip; but the 


i akull was fractured; and Guiada, a 
» by agen Ge head, which probably caused a 


¢ one upon the right arm. 


fracture, and another slighte rely wounded are— 


The names 0 


Meera Buksh - "= © : 7 
Munda a ie ex oe 2 A 7 
ere of the left hand were cut off, and who is said 


gers slight! 
thumb and (© epi gon The names of the nine ane ee lightly 
to have killed the Kooka who mai ; Gunde, ocr contusion; Maiho, 
ded were, Beera, W! wounds, rt rd-cut upon the left 
fingers of the left ae iat ra Ly Subadar Shahdal Khan, On¢ vot om yee wi 
tusioDs y ’ . ontusion upon e 
maken e wrist; as himeelf), one aword Khbudia, one ¢ | 
h killed three 00 sed wound. . : . { blood 
head; and Deena, one conte Kookas who had beeo killed found lying it Peieades were 
10, The bodies of the her sor of a small room near the fre Th ind ino less fiendish 
d heaped together upoo sf the faces was near. n terribly hacked about with 
and ex ression oO Mal odb. They swords, 
various, be ‘helt dead comrades at “a 
thao that o 


and Susea, whose 
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Pewee ese ee 


Sipe 


Sean re ee 


: 
f 


and the right arm of 


- and was lying beside the 


11. Of the two wounded Kookas, one was W a 
enone moun ae ad ac inches long, over the region of te! ‘ c ps aces a dangerous 
one, ace e shoulder. Of the other walneal Tsun pieen, an another, but slichter 
picked up after the fight. I found it pe only the severed right hand was 


A : lyin ; 
Bec wnt pur cider oh OF me Sa tit ne a 
nother, 


12. Afier examining the dead bodies, 


. d visiting all th : 
above described, most of whom were ao A & all the wounded which have been 
town, and giving advice and directions regerding thet esr eaat thei oma ac : - 
? n charge o' 


the native medical officer attached to the dj 

where the principal fighting had taken cheb ipod ewig oe ued to the spot 
the demi-official account of what | saw on arrival ‘at Kotlah, th and despatclied to you 
attack, the gratifying news of the capture of go many of ihe I 

Tehsildar of Sherpore, and some other matters, I prepared to retu b 
reached about 8 o'clock the same evening. r eturn to Lu 


as 


(He CRowN versus 1, BHuGWAN SincH; 2. Gran Sincw ; 3. Tumwun Sincu ; 
AND 4. Mene Sincu. : 

Wirness No.1 for Prosecution, Surfraz Khan, De : i 7 
Ludiana District—-States on solemn ttratae: On comic fhe wan, Teac 
Bhainee to keep urder at the fair there. The fair was over on the 12th. On the 13th in 
the morning, I heard that a body of mustanas, Kuokas, had separated themselves from the 
rest. The Vuwberler and chowkeedar told ine of this, and said they were up to mischief. 
I then went at once to Ram Singh, and said 1 wished to speak to him alone. He said, 
these people, «.¢., Hira Singh und Lehna Singh, residents of Lukrundee in Patiala, are 
heads of this body, and won't obey my word. [ said “ Why, what is theirintention? ” He 
gave me no answer, and only said they had become mustana. I asked him to give mea 
list of their names. He gave me a Hist of 13 men. I gave that list afterwards to the 
office. I have a copy here, and read it: “ Lehna Singh, son of Mehtab Singh; Hira Singh, 
head; Anoop Singh, Oodam Singh, Nund Singh, of Hadaya; Jogha Singh, Wuryam 
Singh, Bhag Singh, of Mehraj; Narain Singh, of Rur; Sahib Singh, Soojan Singh, Gyan 
Singh, and Khan Singh, of Bulbera.” 

He said he knew no more. I asked how many men there were altogether ; he said about 
50 or 60. I then told Suobhoo Lumberder, Dowlut Ram Lumberdar, Bhugwana Chow- 
keedar, and Kullander Khan, Serjeant, to jnquire how muny men there were collected in 
this separate Lody at a well close to Bhainee. ; . ee 

They reported the number to be about 100. Alter this I said to Ram Singh, “ You ex- 
plain to them that they are to commit no disturbance, and send them away. oe went, and, 
putting his cloth round bis neck, said to them, “Go to your homes, and don’t bar +: He ol 
it will be worse for me.” They re lied, “ Gis aseame oon we will go.” He fed them, 
and th vay, and Ram Siogh report eir depar : 

I then Heed the Serjeant and Horses Singh to keae nie Serelongg out which way they 
should go. They went to Rampore Kuttian, in the Patiala : . 
‘ When they eeckad Patiala tertory te se on ces Ce ee ada by 
act. information to the Thanadar of , : 
the ce Ge a at 10 P.M. infurmed the district superiatendent of police, and then 


the deputy commissioner. ; : 
he different Vakeels and inform them. . 
There were eat soon Keokas the fair. ‘They were occupied in reading and reciting 
i ing. f . 2 

The. Se ; a a pots expressed their intention of going to ee is Redes 
Certified thatthe above evidence was read over a alia in the . 

which he understood, and acknowledged by him to oo ae 

Sessions Judge, Ambala Division. 


ee 


8. 
WN versus ONE Bavoewan SinGu AND THREE OTHEB 


i aha Singh; Age 90 years; 
Ca. str ‘ eee oles on solemn afnroe 
rece f the town on the evening of the 14th, 


Tae Cro 


Wirness No. 2 for Prosecution, Dh 
Caste, Rajpuot; Resident of Malodb; i tatho 
tion: I am durwan, and was on duty at the & 


when town lampe were lighted. i. x wut ote, eee oer 
came in, sing at the eee he Sa hind wy back, end placed o guard of four 
ef - They seized my hand: r 
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men over me. The 
my arms. They wenn rage pala 
Kookas ran out. 

Prisoners do not crose examine, 


when the 


about an ho y caine back, and went out, my son untied 


ror no. There was some fighting, and the 


T. D. Forsyth, 


: Sessions Judge, A ivisi« 
Certified that the abuve evidence was rere ee 


which he understood, and acknowledged by bis ilies Pen ese ADEE AE Sy 


; fT. D. Forsyth, 
Seavions Judge, Aunbala Division. 


ee ee 
THE Caown versus Buoowan Sincu anp turge oruees. 


Witness No. 3 for Prosecution, Ki . atri 
Resident ut Malodh ; Occupation, feet Sei Cen 


Kotlah. - Shopkeeper.—States on solemn affirmation: Absent at 


T. D. Forsyth, 
Sessions Judge, Ambala Division. 


Tue Crown versus oNE Bauawan SINGH AND THREE OTHERS. 


Witness No, 4 for Prosecution, Dussundhee, Son of Luhya; Age, 40 years; Caste, 
Teylee; Resident of Malodh; Occupation, Teylee.—States on solemn affirmation: [ ama 
syce in the employ of the Sirdar Mith Singh. [ was in the stables when the Kookas came. 
My brother, Boota coachman, told me to get out of the way, and [ went to my house from 
fear. But { heard a noise and went out, and found my brother kille, I hit about and my 
stick was broken. They took two mates away with them. I only got a blow on wy arm; 
no mark left. : 

I recognised Puhara Singh. He was on a mule. I knew him, because he was bora 
here. He came inside riding his mule. There is another man whom I can identify if I 
see him. Hewas wounded on the leg. I recognise No. 2 Gyan Singh also. He usked 
me for a horse, but I would give none. Then they attucked my brother. 

Certified that the above evidence was read over to the witness in the Oordoo language, 
which he understood, and acknowledged by bim tu be correct. 

T. D. Forsyth, 
Sessivns Judge, Ambata Division. 


————_— 


Tux Crown verses Bavowan SINGH AND OTHERS. 


i ‘atheca.—States on solemn affirmation : About 10 a.m., the 
d Een tobi soay en village Arori. At the well near it 1 saw some one an 
¢ av t : I ke d who he was; he said, a sadh, | seized his blanket, and he 

aL RSS ES I thea knew he was a Kuoka, so had him apprehended. 


out, “ Don’t, ny leg is broken.” ile fom Malodh. 
‘ - . Kurri is not a mile from z . 
: ‘Certified tae ws Met svidence was read over to the witness in the ontop languages 


bim to be correct. 
which he understood, and acknowledged by bim eae 
Sessions Judge, Ambala Division. 


Tas Crown versus Bavowan SINGH. 


; j : Thakur Singh; Age, 25 years; Caste, | * ; 
secution, Kishna, sn 4 irdar.—States on solemn | i 
Wrrness No. 5 SOF acids Occupation, Chuprasse of Sir Sais Ba oan 7 


Rajpoot ; Lar eae rassee of the Ludiane Cet beat 16106 20 Kookas camein. [ 


. . . ni : - 
ry building in tHe eo Nohee Buksh, They demanded rms The - 
wes elite neh ‘had Bank. They thea attacked hin ler aa could recognise no one. : 
Moonshée said he ick on the back. aay "Purboo, another chuprassee, was 


him. I gote hee was killed in my d in return. Ido not recognise ii 
I ran away. The Moons ku, and got a slight wound | for arma, and because \ 
there, and he attacked the Koo ‘ted alt was dragyed out, and asked for d went to Khea, ? 


The Moonshee was T then ran out, leaving the Kookas inside, a0 


: i d stopped the 
be gave — ve aust 1 the people. ut 90 men came with me, aod stopp: dear: 
a village close DY, ‘ 
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door of the village, and th : 
Reckss ua if iss ere was a scuffe. I know nothing about the capture of these 
Certified that the above evidence was read ove 


which he understood, and acknowledged by hima r to the witness in the Oordoo language, 


to be correct. 


; T. D. Forsyth, 
Sessions Judge, Ambala Division. 


—————— 


Tue Crown versus Buvawan Sineg. 


Witness No. @ for Prosecution, Dewa Sin h, Son of Jaimal Singh: 
years ; Caste, Jat ; Resident of Malodh ;sx Occupation, in service of Siero Sene on 
solemn attirmation: When the Kookas came I was in my father’s house. About 20 mea 
cane in, and one of them struck my mother on the wrist, and usked for arms and for the 
keys to open the boxes in our house. They took away a double-barreled gun belonging to 
ay ae also a ¢ulwur belonging to the Sirdar. I could not identify the men; it was 
night. 
Certified that the above eviclence was read over to the witness in 
which he understood, and acknowledged by him to be correct, Toceee eaBeags) 


T. D. Forsyth, 
Seasicns Judge, Ambala Division. 


Tue Crown versus Bauowan Sixau. 


Witwneas No, 7 for Prosecution, Hurree Singh, Son of Sher Singh; Aye, 60 years; 
Resident of Malodh ; Occupution, service of Sirdar.—States on solemn affirmation: I am 
servunt to Sirdar Buddun Singh. When the Kookes came in, Sirdur Buddun Singh had 
come from shooting, und it was eventide. I was sitting by him when some 10 or 12 
Kookas came in and called out “ futteh,” and uttacked him. They asked for urms and 
horees. There was a scuffle, and all came outside the room. There they wounded the 
Sirdar by blows on the neck and head. He then seized an axe from one of them und laid 
about him with it, and they fled: They abused him, saying he was a friend of Maharaja 
and « child of the English. Bishen Singh and Nihal Singh were there at that time. I 
was merely pupher!. There was no wound inflicted on me. . 

Certified that the ubove evidence was read over to the witness in the Oordoo language, 
which he understood, and acknowledged by him to be correct. 


ey 
n 


{PEPE ELS 


SAS 


T. D. Forsyth, 
Sessions Judge, Ambal Divislon. 


ata 


si 


Tus Crown versus Buoawan Sinag. 


aS 
S . 
oP A ry 


Wtwees No. 8 for Prosecution, Sahib Singh, Soa of Gurdus Singh; Age, 40 years; 
Caste, Jat; Resident of Kheri.—States on solemn affirmation: On the evening when the 
Kookas canie | was in my village, when a chuprassee and sweeper came calling out that 
dacoit hud attacked the village. I and my fellows turoed out to the number of about 90 
and ran to the gate of the Malodh Town; found t shut and protected by the Kookas, as 
we had to o out and enter by a bastion. 1 went first along the street and found that the 
coachman had been killed. e all collected, und there was u general fight, and fuur of 
their number were struck down and captured. I did not go into the bazaar. There may 
have been on killed. I do not recognise uny ducoit, nor cau I do ao now. I thought 
they were ordinury maraucers, but people all said they were Kookas. I had a late’ in my 
hand; so hed others, My lumberdars cao'e out, ton, tu the rescue. Of the four now in 
Court, two were captured juet outside the town neur the moree, and two about 200 yards 
outaide. It was dark, 1 don’t recoznise the men, but I knew they had becn seized. My 
villagers had no arms, unly sticks and stones. I got a wound on my shoulder, and man 
were wounded with stones and sticks. Of the four men who were brought in two died. 
Two others were apprehended in the moming. “Of the four n:en brought in at night, ull 


ded. : : 
mM eaiiel her ee above evidence was read over to the wituese in the Oordoo language, 


which he understocd, aud acknowledged by hint to be correct. 1. D. Forsyth, 
Sessions Judye, Ambala Division, 


SA 


— 


Oitan Pers 
Aye 


356. or 
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Tue Caown versus Buvowan Sincu. 


Witness No. 0 for Prosecution, 


Resident of Maloth ; Occupation, Soobah, Sonof Abbela; Age, 20 years; Caste, Goojar; 


) t 1, Syce in service of Sirdar Buddun Singh.—States on 
Arian aftirmation: | um syce in Sirdar Buddun Singh's service. On ihe aveuing of the 
aicotee about 20 Kookas came into the yard where I was. Some passed on upstair. 
They took away 16 horses out of the stables, I came back, having been released by the 
inhabitants pelting the dacoits with bricks. They succeeded in carrying fcur excellent 


horses away. I did not recognise anyoue. I hid from fear when they came, and did not ie 
get wounded. 


Certified that the above evidence was read over to the witness in the Oordoo languaze, 
which he understood, and acknowledged by him to be correet. ; ay Gere 


T. D. Forsyth, 
Sessions Judge, Ambala Division. 


Transferred to Sessions File, the Sirdar being too ill to attend Court. 


Tue 16th January 1872. Sirdar Buddun Singh for Prosecution on Solemn Affirmation. 
—On evening of 14th, about half past-six p.m., [ was seated in this room. About 12 or 
13 men armed came up to the door, ant came in. At first they salamed, then scize:! me by 
the hair and dragged me to the door. They uaid, “ You give assiatauce to the English ; 
that is not good. You are # relation of the Maharajah’s.” A(ter.being dragved across the 
doorway I seized an axe out of the hand of one of the Kookas and struck the men 
who were holding me with it. Before { seized the axe I was wounded in three or four places 
with a sword. ‘They then ran away ; they lighted a blue light(meAfad) to light them up my 
stairs. I identified one of the accused, Lukka Singh Soubah. He did not speak. I have 
often seen him. They asked for arms and saddles for the horses they had taken. 


L. Cowan, Magistrate. 


Tae Crown versus Buuawan Sinan. 


Witnzss for Prosecution, Ram Singh, Son of Goorditta; Age 30 years; Caste, J4t; : 
Resident of Sumul Khan; Occupation, Lumberdar.—States on solewn affirmation: I was by 3° 


resent at the outside of the wall when two men wounded were captured and brought in. ine 
do not recognise faces now, for it was quite durk at the time; but these men were caught br 
and brought in. Two men had already been raptured when I sew the men captured at the Nh 
moree and brought in. Out of the four men cauzht at night, two died. In the moming eg 
wo more were caught acd brought in. ; ; ion 
Certified that the above evidence was read over to the witness ia the Oordoo language, yn 
which he understood, and acknowledged by him to be correct. e 
T. D. Forsyth, VS 

Sessions Judge, Ambala Division. y ba 


Tue Crowe versus Buuowan Sinan. 


rosecution, Suader, Son of Jain; Caste, Blahun ; Resident of Malodh,— he 
Sistecar acti adirmation: On the morning alter the dacoitee I was going outside the Pe 
village for a necessary purpose, and saw a man going along very slowly. He was wounded ‘ 
on hia arm, and he asked mé the way to Kubbenwal. I osked where he was going to, and 
he said to Kotlah. I ran on and told that a Kooka was outside, and the anedur then 
went out and brought him in. 1 recognise Tummun oi? an the man apprehended, 
Certified that the above evidence was read over to the witness in the Oordoo language, 
qhich he understood, and acknowledged by him to be correct. 


T. D. Forsyth, 
Sessions Judge, Ambala Division, 


PM eae - 
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(11,) 


Examination op Accusep, 


16th January 1872. Bhugwan Singh, Son of Ram Sir i 
accused No, 1.—I went to Bhainee five days before Maghee” Leet alone fest lage 
I did not Jom any. gang. The Kookas who were seated near me talked of jn to Toot 
Kote, E- a uti prans haapy rs h aa were among them. There wate about 

3 ck Kotlah. on’t know igi i 
but I heard everyone saying that they would vet rasoldpine fee at Kole ae a0 
mention cf Malodh at Bhainee. No one asked me to join them ; it was ‘my fate to join 
them. I do not see any Kookas among the party. This gang were not mustanas, This 
party were separate from all the others at a well of Ram Singh, about 300 pacea from the 
village. They belonged to different villages. On the 13th, after eating food at noon, we 
all feft Bhainee. There were about 50 or 60 in all. There were no awords with us. ‘There 


- were a few small gandassas. I did not hear anyone say that they would be revenged for 


Gyanee’s death. I know that we were goins to Kotluh to seize horses and arms. I do not 
know what it was intended to do after we got the horses and arms. We ull went together from 
Bhainee, and gaining by Pael in the Patiala State reached Rubboo on the Patiala border 2h coss 
from Malodh, when a watch of the night had gone (probably 10 p.m., 13th January). We 
did not stop at any village on the road to Rubboo. 1 do not know if any others joined in, or, 
supplied arms on the road or not. I hud only a stick in my hand. 1! was mounted on my 
mare (worth rupees 2-8-0). We rested thut night and Sunday in Rubboo at a well outside 
the village. People from the village brought breud to us, 1 do not know their names. We 
all left when two ghurrees of the day remained. ‘There was no Soobah with us. I did not 
see any one with fulwars. A few had axes, and the rest sticks. [I did not know we were 
caming to Malodh till we reached the village. Hira Singh und Lehno Singh were our 
leaders. There were the same number when we reached Malodh as when we left Shainee. 
I arrived ut Malodb, and came in to village with the others on horseback. fam lame. 1 
came only as fur as the oilman's shop, where oil was tuken trom. { did not join in the 
attack. { sat on my mare in the bazaur, whilst the others attacked the house and 
cutcherry. A little while after the Kookas began to run away, and bricke were thrown from 
the roofs of the houses. I was etruck in several places, and fell off mure. I was ulso 
struck by latéi and seized. I only know the names of Hira Singh and Lehna Singh of the 
ducoits, 1 make this confession voluntarily. 1 do not know the names of the two Kookas 
who were killed. 

The confession above recorded contains accurately the whole statement of accused, and 
to the beat of my belief no influence was used to make the confeasion. 


L. Cowan, Magistrate. 


Tne Crown versus Buuawan Sinan. 
Charge—396, Indian Penal Code.’ 


No, 1.—Dazraxce. - 


Buavowan Sinou, Son of Ram Singh; Caste, Kooka; Residence, Nuggul flaqua, 


r h trate i te 
Patiala, havinz pleaded guilty, snys the statement he made before the hang aati sl : 


i it look 
i t was going on, not to plunder. | am lome, and does it 

air Tne fe nak ed roa pete Pi nie on horseback, 1 was not present = A 
convervallon tuok place between Lubba Singh and Heera Singh, but I heard at the well, 


2 t Bhuinee, that he had promised to join us, 
withe ee ee a atl of the statement made by accused in my presence. 


ee 


(12.) 


a Si i f Pholayree, 
9, Gyan Siagh, Son of Dulla Siag, Koukea, of Pt 
Patiala.—I Mech te ‘ith; I stayed there two nights. bey wy cto 
: he nies cai me, About 10 or 12 Kookus worked themselves into « ore eglnsar 
ry ker iaiesd them till there was eboat 140. They were cane ~~ os ay a 
haven onhange for Gyuace, who was hanged. Heeri Singh aad Lehna Sing * 
r3 


ers. 
956. 


ExamMinaTio 
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leaders. I do not k 
village. followed them with Theinmes’Sriet and pied ee ay te gary let the 
koicome-ie Katlak with man Singh, and joined them at Pacl. They asked me 
Smal with them, that they would there get arms and horses. They eaid th 
a re Rabo eae then Se roor, then Nabha, then Patiala. I joined slices and siete 
ith the auacccs i pai pea and Hurnain Singh, Soobahs, came and sat down 
Bis Gvaneva deathaed oa pas ingh eay to them that they were going to take revenge 
“We will foll , (A first go to Kouuh for horses and arma, ‘The Soobahs said, 
Reaa ow you, gv on to Koilah, [ came fram Pael to Rubboo with the gan 
snore a night und day in Rutboo. Heera Singh bought food in the villaze out FF ite 
own pocket and gave to us. We remained at a well about 600 paces from villaze. The 
people of Rubhoo did not know for what purpose we were there. We all left Rubboo in 
evening. There was only one fulwar with Lolna Singh, some had gundaseas, and eome 
axes and sticks. | hada stick only, At Rubbvo I aud Thummun Singh were going to 
oor houses. Heera Singh asked us t come with him as far as Kotlah. We were Sot wold 
we were to loot Malodh, We arrived at gate uf Malodh ut durk, On the round I heard it 
couneelled to come to Malodh, «ss there were 40 horses and arms» to be had here. [ came 
inside with the others. It was arranges! that all those with sticks were to go und guard the 
small gate. 1 went there with Thumman Singh, Uttur Singh and another, whose name [ 
do not know. A little after 10 or 12 men attucked us with sticks and bricks, and Uctur 
Singh and my fourth companion were killed. [ was wounded by a shut in the right arm 
and Thummun Singh was wound d. I fell, and was taken there. [ do not know the names 
of any of the others of the pang. I make the confession voluntarily. At Bhainee Ram 
Singh came tv us, and said—‘ Oh brother, do not create a disturbance !” and told us to go 
to ouc houses at once, as we would not ob-y hi. 


L. Cowan, Magistrate. 
Tire confession above made contains necurately the whole of accused’s statements, and 
no influence was used to make the confession. 
L. Cowan, Mayistrate.- 


Charge 396, Indian Penal Code. 


DEFENCE.—Gyan Singh, son of Dullah Singh ; Caste, Kooka ; residence, Pholayree; 
having pleaded guilty, the statement made by him before the magistrate is read out and 
sokuewledged to be correct. He adde: I am a friend of the Sirker. I served in the 
cavalry ; I have done nothing wrong. I did not know what was going tobe done. When 
Labba came to talk to the mustanas, Heera Singh said, ‘“‘ We are going to Kotlah and 
Jhind, and Nabha and Patiala, to revenge ourselves for the part they took in Gyan 
Singh's death. If you are a poor lot (pajes) don't come; but, if not, come with us. 
Labba Singh said, go, I will come afterwards. Hurnam Singh was there, but said 
nothing.” ; : ; 

The above contains the whole of the statement made by accused in my presence ; it 
was read over to accused, who acknowledged it to be correct. 


T. D. Forsyth, Commiasioner. 


_ 


(13.) 


Thummun Singh, son of Albel Singh, Kooke, of Pholayree, 
ingh’s (accused No. 2.) nephew. I went after him to 


3 . ‘oined him and about 100 Kookas in Rubboo. 
Bhaince, and left after him on the 13th. B Lage Laie _ ae baeces ced arta 1 do 


I joined them. They said they were & le did not tell 
hrpose the yc uate dost, te 

not Peaanern ae paneer and arrived at the village at bore, pnp gage - 

hed nothing in my hand. I did not come inside the vt 5 Malodb. I thought the 


‘ ing to 
the Moree. I did not know the others la PT east alone outside (deponent w 


bana nel cate a iis others) ‘e — outers frat heard 
i fighting, end a number of men ran out © e village and a ed me 
tens a reine on Re left arm and head). I fell down, and was ares se _ 
(eee this confession voluntarily. I do not know the names of the two Kookas who 
were killed. 
j ade b 
i recorded contains accurately the whole of the statement made by 
er se best of my belief no influence, by means of any promise, threat or 
ctherwid®, was weed to make the above confession. . 
Cowan, trate. 
16 January 1672. L Magi 
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THE CROWN versus Buvewan Sinos. 


Charge— Section 396, Indian Penal Code. 


DEFENCE. 


Tummun Singh, eon of Albel Singh ; Caste, Kooka: i 
‘ ns ’ } age, ; Teaidence 
occupation, -—Having pleaded, his statement made before th i 
is read and acknowledged to be correct, and adda: 1 only ment - the ia 1 aaa 


a ue a I did not know we were coming to plunder Malodh. I am not a Kooka; 


The above was read over to accused, who acknowledged i 3 i i 
whole of the statement made by him in my presen Br years ae URNA 


7. D. Forsyth, Commissioner. if f 
| 
i 


ee 


, 
in 


3 
Fa 


= 


EXAMINATION of accused, Mehr Singh, son of Golaba of Alawulpore, Jullundbur 


district, 16 spauery 1872.—I went to Bhainee for the Maghee and atayed there one day. 7 

Teaw Heera Singh ond Lehna Singh, Mustanas, with many other Kookes, but I don’t Sie 
know what they were res I did not see any Soobshs with them. I did not see Ram we 
Singh go to them and tell them not to make a disturbance. I left Bhainee alone, leaving A 
all these Muetanas at Bhainee. I came to Rubboo intending to go to Hosinpore to visit Fs 
a friend. The Muetanas all arrived after me. Then says: “ The Mustanas arrived at ; A 
Rubboo before me. I did notjointhem. They did not ask me to join them. I left ‘Rubboo’ AO 
with them on the following evening. I did not know where they were going. I came ST 
to Malodh with them; I went toa well outside town. I wasalone. Heera Singh gave 2 

me food at ‘ Rubboo.’ After I had been a little while at the well outside the 2, & Nv. 
number of men came and seized me and beat me. I wus arrested there.” Ee 

L. Cowan, Officiating Deputy Commissioner. | 2 


Orper.—Against the ascused, Sahib Singh, there was sufficient evidence to warrant 
putting him on his trial. I await a report from the police before examining him and the 


PONS 


other two remaining |. . . Ee 
16 January 1872. L. Cowan, Magistrate. A, 

e Bod 

Orper.—A report ie received that Ram Singh, leader of the Kookas, has been detained ue ff 


by the heavy rain, but will soon be heré. The excuse is » reasonable one as notice was 
given to him only yesterday about 1 P.M., and it has rained ever since. ; 

‘As I am about to start for Kotla notice is given that Ram Singh may return to Bhainee. 
He will be eammoned to Ludiana on my return if necessary. 


’ 
zs, 


hoon 
yaks 


Adjourned. 
L. Cowan, Magistrate. 


vent 
oy 


16 January 1872. 


Ae 


Tapes 


ile 
th 


Tas CROWN versus BuuGway SING. 


Charge—Section 396, Indian Penal Code. 


DerenoE. 


sii laba ; Caste, Kooka; age, 3 residence, . occupation, — 
Having sede ealty, his deer made before the re ain = -_ ore a hy i 
and acknowledged to be correct. (This prisoner i 1 ea io 6nd cannes oe | 
i i adds: 1 came as far as the Shewalla just at the g { \" 
Be re ee acisd by a lathee —— te ree and the gate. After this I 
i i d appfehended next day. : e 
"The | dolly Sater wswhale of the statement made by accused in my presence; it 
was read over to acoused, who acknowledged it to be correct. . 
T. D. Forsyth, Commissioner. 


a 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 


Tae Crown vereue Bavawan SINGH. 


Charge— Dacoity with murder: Seetion 396, Indian Penal Code. 


Pe aa ; Spoons ibn ene inion, after hearing the evidence for prosecution, the 
are wounded ; besides, ey confessed ‘heir guil : They were all arrested on the spot and 
(True translation.) 


19 J 
anuary 1872. Guaga Bishen, Clerk of Court. 


at 


THE Crown versus Buucwan Sinea, Gran S1neu, Tommun Sixou, Meue SINGH. 
Dacoity with murder: Section 396 Indian Penal Code. 


The history of this case is as follows: 


: At an assembly of Kookas at the Maghee fair in Bhainee on the } 1th and 12 ti ae 
it was decided by a party of Kookas, aio had worked themselves into a ae eect Goes 
and excitement, that Gyani Singh Soobah's death must be avenged. Heera Singh and 
Lehna Singh of Sekrowndee in the Patiala Territory were some of the leaders, if not the 
chief men in this business. The Deput Inspector heating of their excited state went to 
Ram Singh, the Kooka Guru, and asked the intention of these men. He gave no answer. 
merely eaying they were Mustana. : 

Subsequently Ram Singh having given the Deputy Inspector the names of 13 men, 
“« Mustana,” went to them and begged the gang to go away to their homes, and commit 
no row. They asked for food from him and then went away. 

Two of the prisoners now on their trial say that Lukka Singh Soobah came to the gang, 
when he was called on to join, to avenge Gyani Singh’s death, or he was a pajie admi. 
Lukka Singh then promised to follow. This may have been eaid by him merely to get rid 
of them. They declared their intention of going to Kotlah, Jheend, Nabba, and Patials, 
to take revenge on these atates because of the part taken by them in hunting down the 
perpetrators of the Raikot murder. ; 

rom inquiries made in the case disposed of at Kotlah it appears that the attack was 
first directed againet Kotlah as being a weak and notoriously misgoverned etate, that they 
might get arms and money with which to attack the other 8. ; 

A gang of about 100 Rooks left Bhainee on the 13th and halted for the night at 
Rubboo. Next day as they passed towards Kotlah it was suddenly determined to attack 
Malodh, where Sirdars Mit Singh and Budden Singh live. The party of Kookes arrived 
at the gate juet at dusk. They took possession of the gate, and proceeding through the 
bazaar, where they dropped sentries at cross streete, a0 as to secure their retreat, made 
straight for Sirdar Mit Singh’s house. Entering the gateway they found some etables on 
the left, and Boota Coachman. He was called on to give up hie horses, and on 
was immediately cut down and killed. Dhowkul Singh Durwan, witneas No. 2, had his 
hands tied behind him at the gate. Dussunda, witness No. 4, saw his brother Boota 


murdered. : . 
ty then passed on to the house, and in one court-yard found the Sirdar Moon- 
shoo Nebbee Buks , and killed him, Kishna Rajpoot deposes to the fact. 


ite to this court-yard is Sirdar Budden Singh’s house. A party of from 12 to 18 

Rs b seed his heros and goin, up-stairs to his room, pretending to py their respects, 
abused and attacked the Sirdar, who with great gallantry turned on his assailants, and 
seized an axe, and laid about him right and left. The party then took flight and were 
ursued down the bazaar by thé inhabitants, who attacked them with eticks, guns, 
She aa ite vi e, cai iat and drove off the Kookas. 

opposite village, Kheree, cathe to assist and drove e Kook 
in the fg tt is BanOE the Kooks party were wounded, two died ; of the reneining four, 
two, Bhugwan Singh and Gyan Singh, were captured just outside the wall and brought 
3 


in at once. : 9) Ban S ; f these men, and Sundee 
; : Ram Singh depose to the capture o! eames’ 

Witsesset 5 a eee or Tanuain Si rh just outside the village next aig 
de : hina de gusek to seizing Mehr in the ‘village of Rui, not a mile distant from i 
next morning. t all or nearly all were captured, and thet 

d and attscked Kotlah, bu ; rea 

au Sane occured in independent jurisdiction has been disposed of by the Commissioner 
in his capacity 08 ae bt as to the intentions or acts of the party to which these 
far ntosers blog I ana 0 get fran org the este in wich al 
woe concerned Bakers eck aga ms ding the parties guilty ; their statements, in fact, 
adinit guilt. For 


o 

ea RA ETT. ENE AIT LQ SETTER TEE RET aR RT RE SS ne : 
Men UT ede Serre ay Er ar) “eo takdy sey AE " f Ss 
wa Vine eed a, 7 em 
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For two reasons, however I hesita 4! 
s te to . 
law. Severe examples haye ; ut into executi 
a display of clemency. Ave Just been made at Malai, Kotleh, eagrreme Penalty of the 
The second reason is that all the pri ’ ere ts room now for 
have broken limbe, and possibly the life of one is in 


cee te ee ee 


severely wounded. Two 


sentence of death, and P&88 & sentence dange 
? of tran . 1ger. erefore remit th 
Malodh, Sportation for life againet all four prscdenc” | 
19 January 1872. T. D. Forsyth io 


Commissioner and Sessions Judge. 


ee 


oT 
THE Crown versus Bavewan Sinau, &c 


aos 


Be 


« Charge-—Dacoity with murder : Section 396, Indian Penal Code 


Rp Ta ey 
ar 


x 
ty 


specified in the charge, namely, that Bhu xe 
‘ 9 ’ Dhugwan Singh has : ; 
tle ee ee pe perio committed an offents punishable under Serine aoe Las 
for life. ; © Court directs that the said Bhugwan Singh be transported ae 
19 January 1872, TD. Forruth | oe 

. Forsyth, 3 


Sessions J udge, Ambala Division. 


Re 


ee 


eS 


THE Crown versus GYAN Sincu, &c. 


ye eS 


Charge—Dacoity with murder: Section 396, Indian Penal Code. 


Tae Court concurring with assessors finds that Gyan Singh is guilt f 
: ‘ th 
specified in the charge, namely, that he has committed The fleas of Maly wine ty 
and has thereby committed an offence punishable under Section 396 of the Indian Penal fs 


Code; and the Court directs that the said Gyan Singh be transported for life, 


‘19 January 1872. T. D. Forsyth, 
Sessiona Judge, Ambala Division. 


THE CROWN versus ToMmUN Srnag, &c. 
Charge—Dacoity with murder: Section 396, Indian Penal Code. 


Tae Court concurring with asseasore finde that Tummun Singh is guilty of the offence 
specified in the charge, namely, that he has committed the offence of dacoity with murder, 

. and has thereby committed an offence punishable under Section 396 of the Indian Penal : BG 
Code; and the Court directs that the said Tummun Singh be traneported for life. : & 
19 January 1872. T. D. Forsyth, . : 

oo Sessions Judge, Ambala Division. ig 


“Tar Crown versus Meue Sinas, &o. 
Charge—Dacoity with murder: Section 396, Indian Penal Code. 


{ 

| 

THE urring with assessors finds that Mehr Singh is guilty of the offence j 

eats Pi the clare: Eaaaly, that he has committed the offence of ity with murder, 
and has thereby committed an offence punishable under Section 396 of the Indian Penal if 
Code; and the Court directs that the said Mehr Singh be transported for life. if 
T. D. Forsyth, if 

j 

4 

4 

4 


19 January 1872. Sessions Judge, Ambala Division. 
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42 CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 


PROCEEDINGS in the Cuse of the 16 Men tried at Malair Kotlah. 


Malair Kotlah J uriediction versus Malair Kotlah State. 


1, uae Singh, Kooka of Balaon, 8. Sham Singh, Jagah, Patiala 

2. Roor Singh, Mulu Mai bs 9. Hera Singh, Pittoo Ke, Nabha. 

3. Kei Se ', ulu Majra, Patiala. 10 Baggat Singh, Kangla, Patiala 

i Saithe Sinch. Gillan, abha. ll. Hatin Singh, Jubbal, Amritsar. 

7 & Singh, Rubboo, Ludiana, 12. Varriam Singh, Mebraj, Ferozep6r. 
. Anroop Singh, Sakrondee, Patiala. 13. Sobha Singh, Baddal, Nabha. 

6. See Singh, Rubboo, Ludiana. 14. Soojun Singh, Rubbu, Ludiana. 

7. arriam Singh, Chuna Bahadoor 15. Bela Singh, Rubbu, Ludiana, 

Singh, Ludiana. 16. Jourhir Singh, Bolean, Patiala. 


Charge.—* Dacoity with Murder” at Kotlah on the morning of the 15th January 1872. 


Niaz Ali for Prosecution on Solemn Affrmation.—18th January 1872.—I am Naib 
Nazim of Ummergurh, in the Patiala State. On the 15th instant, about noon, s 
zemindar of Burr caine and reported to me at Sherepur that a body of Kookas had created 
a disturbance in Kotlah and had come to “ Burr.” I went at once with three sowars and 
a mohurrir to “ Burr ;” arrived there about 1 p.m. 1 saw 68 Kookas in the jungle about 
30 or 40 paces from the village, of whom 29 were wounded, some only with contusions. 
The villagers had all fled out of fear. I asked them where they had come from; they 
said they had come after attacking Malodh and Kotlah. I[ told them to give up their 
arms. me agreed to give up arms, others refused, and they dieputed about it. At last 
they pe up 16 ¢ulwars, one apear, and a number of gundasses, axes and sticks. The 
swords before the court are those they gave up. I arrested them and took them to 
nerepure There were no troope or panels of Kotlah there. I got no information from 
Kotlah. There were four horses with them, three of them belong to the Sirdara of 
Malodh and one to eome one in Kotlah. They had aleo a Kotlah chupprassee’s badge 
with them. I identify the horees out of court. The 16 men before me and the two 
women were among the Kokahs I captured. The leaders were Heera Singh and Lehna 
Singh, of Sakrouden, aod Gurmakh Singh, a lumberdar of Phariwai, in Kotlah. They 
told me they had left Bhainee with the intention of killing the cow-killers in Kotlah, and 
that on the road they turned off to get armsin Malodh. They did not tell me what ni 
intended to do after leaving Kotlah. I told them it was no use to resist; that, tho 
they might overpower me, the Maharajah would not leave a man alive. After taking the 
arma, I collected a number of men and escorted the Kokas to Sherepur, four kos from 
“ Burr.” I kept the prisoners a day at Sherepur and then sent them to you at Kotlah. 


L. Cowaa. 
Accused do not queation. 


(No. 16.) 


“ah Singh for Prosecution on Soleitin Affitmation, 18th January 1872.—I am 
cane of 4 Ramauggur, in the Patiala State, and a durbaree of the State. Oo the 
15th I eent out Niaz aii to Burr.” My village is on the road from Sherepur to “ Burr. 
I saw about 70 Kookes in the jungle outside the village, and the village deserted. After 
some dispute they gave up their arms to Niaz Ali, There were 16 ¢ulwars, a spear, and 
a number of axes and guitdasses. There were four horses. I identify the arms shown 
to me. All the swords were marked with blood, and many were without sheaths, About 
20 or 25 were wounded severely. They said they had come from Bhainee to massacre 
the people of Kotlah who killed cowe, and went to alodh to get arms, The 16 _e Ros 
two women now before me were dmong those whom I took to Sherepur. e four 
horses outside court are those taken from them. 


. I. Cowan. 
Accused do not question: 


(No. 17.) 
in Si rosecuti Solemn Affitmation. 16th January 1872.—I am the 
M mba ioferyers ewig 2 Singh, of Malodh. ‘Uhree of the horses, two mares, and one 


i aré the property of Sardar Mijh Singh and his eon, Buddun Singh. 
They Se colaa then Melodh, on the evening of the 14th instant, by « gang of dacoita, 


who wounded the Sardar, Bhugwan Singh, an killed two men. 


Accused do not question. 


One of the sworde shown to me was atoléh from Malodh at the same time. 
I. Cowan. 


L.: Cowan. 
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(No. 18.) 


EXAMINATION of Accused No. 1, Albel Sin 

: YO. 1, h, Kook 

. Bheises ee ean hee festival four or five dave see. ieee -dsalat a Meme he 

fie Kata thay ad ey no lpg eka al ey ne 
; : , going to thei i 

ae Leet ee sank er da or all ie ome 

me with him to lau . 

rashes - ane ee ae the ba ce ee Ge te bee Ne 
f ith us. en the gang left Mal i 

Heera Singh eaid the cow-killera were there: Laneney e at egy oo a 

far as the Ke/la Gate. I don’t know who our guide was. I followed Heerk Si eg 1 

found a spore in Kotlah. I wounded a man with a sword before the Treasur is don’t 

rise peg he was. I then ran away with the others and went to Burr wheie'l was 

seized the same day by the Naib Nazim. No Soobsh incited usat Bhaince ‘to commit the 

outrage. Heera Singh at Bhainee and at several other places has asked me to join him in 

killing the killers of cows. The man I wounded was killed by one of my com anions. 

I oe t acd - any somes ie o ae oe Bhainee. Several Kookas caine to us 

and several left ue. Ram Singh to to Bhainee. i 

ia ladle g us to leave Bhainee. I don’t know why. I make 


if 
t. 
ih 
1s 
a: 
i 


baits Hy. teen Mae ig an SA Tye tras! SERN 
> ae Sean ey Sie 
“i i - at + 3 


Confession. L. Cowan. 
1. 


D. F. 


(No. 19.) 


EXAMINATION of Accused No. 2, Roor Singh, Kooka of Patiala. 18th Janu 
1872.—I went tothe Maghee fair at Bhainee. I joined the Kookas who were wi 
Heera Singh and Lehna Singh. We did not e ak about killing cow-killers; but the 
thought‘came into my heart to do a0. I left Bhainee after Heera Singh and the party. } 
I joined them next morning iu Rubboo, I was going tom home. No one at Rubboo i 
asked me to join them. I left Rubboo with the party an joined them at Malodh. In ee 

} 


i mai per emg agiscenient aint” Said 
=e r PS ee oom : 
Speaerey \ \ 


my heart I thought that we would get arms in Malodh. God told me, I went into 
the town, but remained in the gateway by God’s order. I did not go further. When 
the Kookas returned I came with them and went to Kotlah. No one told me to go. 

I went. I came into the town and remained outside the gate of the palace. I had . | 
a stick. 1 joined in the fight before the Treasury, but did not strike any one. I a 
did not get a weapon. We ran away; @ number remained behind. I don’t know if \ 
they were killed or not. The men whose corpses were shown to me were with ue, but 

I don’t know their names. I went from Kotlah with the others to “ Burr,” where I 

was captured. I don’t know { all the other accused ‘were in Kotlah with us or not. { 
I don't know if any left our gang after we left Kotlah. ee | 

. Cowan. 


Confession. : 
T. D. F. 


_ 


(No. 20.) 


Examination of Accused No. 3, Kaisra Singh. 18th January 1872.—I went to 
Bhainee for the Maghee Melé. I sat near where Heera Singh and Lehna Sing were. 
They did not advise me to ‘oin them in any enterprise. God put it into my hears hes go 
with them. No Soobah epoke to ue- (This last remark is voluntarily.) I le e . nee 
with them. We went together to “ Bubboo,” and from Bubboo to Malodh. Mee order 
me to go there. No one elee told me. I went inside, but stayed outside the me gate, 
whilat the others went in. I hed not even ® stick. I then came with the party to de : 
I came inside the town to the palace gate. I was in the fight before the Treasury, es 

had no arma. I don’t know who killed the Kotwal. I don’t know who showe ae e | 
road in: 1 followed others. We ‘came to Kotlah by God's order to kill the slayers o = 

From Kotlah we went to Burr, where we were captured. The whole gang was Cap 


at Burr. None left us on the road. L. Cowan. 


Confession. 
T. 
a 


(No. 21.) 


coused 4, Saitha Singh. 18th January 1872.—i_ went to 

Diuiee on che Fe oe I ae hear any counsel taken there to kill or rob. I yee 

the gang of Heers ingh and Lehns Singh to my house in Rubboo. I went mi - 
a2 


356. 
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to Malodh the followin i 
G evening. There were in all 50 
ter pate, : men; all Kookas. I went i side, 
Singh an d Lehns Sing’ went f Prt Row las we went there. I went because Heert 
ace inc , i : 
i left Kod ta ie I had a stick. I was in the ight, we did not hit any one. 
one i i 
elt us on the ewe Were captured. The Ulla plant have 


en shown to me were w; i : 
were all with us in Malthe Konctah I don’t know their names, The other accused 


Confession. L. Cowan. 


T. D. F, 
ee 


(No. 22.) 


3. 


MEN 
Ate: 


feM 
eae ak a 


Bhaiuee for the Maghee. I went with Heera Singh 
3 , and Leh 
village. No counsel was taken at Bhainec. I left Bhainee with Hees hi melted 


of Kookas. I don’t know how many, I “ ” a: 
y- went to “Rubboo.” F Rubboo > aoe 

I stayed at the outer iat by order of Heera Singh. I did not as the Fore ae i. 3 

from Malodh to Kotlah. I remained outside. Was not in the fight. When the reat ran 1 


out I joined them, and went to “ Burr,” where I was captured. 


$ . 
Confeasion. L. Cowan, ' Le 
T. D. Ff, | AE 
| es 
OE Ge : Gan 
(No. 23.) | is 


EXAMINATION of Accused No, 6, Sobha Singh, of Roobbu. 18th January 1872.—Came 
from Rubboo with the gang; did not go to Bhainee. Then aays, I did not see Lehna 


ny. moe he 
ee wee tas 


Singh or Heera Singh in my village. The night of the row at Malodh I was in my : Be 
village all night. Qn the 15th | left my home to go to the Pharwar Méla. On the road i "oy, 


as I was possing “ Burr,” I was arrested with the other accused. (I was alone.) I have 
no witnesses. (Pharwar ie between Rubboo and Burr.) I Jost my road. 


pep. 


ren 


ZL. Cowaz. 
This man was with the gang, and, from the geographical position of Pharwar and Burr, 
it is evident he was not going to Pharwar. 


See statement of accused Nos. 3 and 4, as to all present being with gang at Malodh and ; q 


Kotlah. rs 
T. D. F. > 


(No. 24.) 


’ ingh, Accused No. 7. 18th January 1872.—I went to Bhainee for the 
Mages Tair. { saw Heera Singh there. I left Bhainee with him. He said nothing to 
me at Bhainee, but on the road he epoke about the killing of cows, and asked me to come 
to Kotlah and stop it. I went to Malodh with him. I stayed in the bazaar outside the 

te of the fort. Was not engaged in the fight. Then I came to Kotlah; came to the 
- Sid not hit any one. I had only a stick with me. I then 


yard; in fight, but : £ c 
sear Burr ;” I followed Heera Sing. I was captured at “ Burr. 


il an hE all ical ea ae 
ee Pee Wa at oars 
ear ae ae eas Seek 


Z. Cowan. 


Confession. 
NT. D. F. 


(No. 25.) 


i _ Maghee 

No. 8, Sham Singh. 18th January 1872.—Went to 

Mal nie Bhainee; oa Feces Singh and Lehna Singh there. No ae ie ao sbont 

“killin "T left Bhaineé alone about noon ; that night I put up at sare nid rks 

outaid the foun I did not eat sny food there. I have no Miaoetg spe ea 

cece © That morning I went to rains ae . is xia we ion - P us p nt 
° e . w 08 0 : “i 

to etkuh Sings ine hen T aha "y was not with the other Kookas when I was 

atzad, oe 
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Inaz Ali re-examined. —~W : = 
a ean dressing their i Singh was scized he was sitting with the other 
am Suigh—conti : : 

for being a Kooke nued, I was formerly in service of the Jhind Raja, and dismissed 


Confession of. being at Kotlah, The case is clear 


gang. See statement of accused Nos. 3 and 4. against this man of ‘being with the 


pe 
(No. 26.) 


EXAMINATION of Accueed No. 9 Heera Si 
? . 9, ngh. 18th J — 
oe ae o eee bn ane with Shara Singh (preceding iteiieg who said 
I é ‘ah, stayed under a tree, and: next ing ss a 
ie u siege po eee: Sing. His brother, whose name I don’t tare ae “He 
out for a necessar , as H i i 
arrested, and I was arrested with them. r ne sowie Sep ese 


LZ. Cowan. 
This man was not seized in a house. The whole taken 
confirms that he was at Kotlah. Sve atatements of asbiieed: Kron, 3 and < eevee 
1. D. F. 


(No. 27.) 


Bugqut Singh, Accused No. 10. 18th January 1872.—I went to Bhainee for the Maghee 
Méla. I saw Heera Singh and Lehno Singh there. I joined their party. . 
These two preached aguinst cow-killing, and they said they were going to Kotlah to 
kill the killers of the kine, and invited-us to accompany them. No Soobah came near us. 
Ram Singh came and told us not to make a disturbance there, but to take our food and 
o. <A great many Kookas were in a state of frenzy. I was not. I went with them to 
ubboo, then to Malodh, inside outer gate, then to Kotlah to palace yard. I had a stick; 
I was in the fight, but did not hit any one. I did not get any arme. We went firat to 
the treasury. Heera Sing said that, after getting arms, we would kill the killere of cows, 
We ran away to “ Burr,” where I was seized. We bad many wounded with us, there- 
fore we remained together. I did not hear that we were to ge coh a after leaving 
Kotlah. Lehna Singh and Heera Singh were wounded in Kotlah, therefore we were 


dispirited and gave up the game. 
L. Cowan. 


Confession. 
D. F. 


(No. 28.) 


ExaMINATION of Accused No. 11, Hakim Singh, 17th January 1872.—I did not go 
to the Maghee Mela at Bhainee. I went to Ambala to search for service 25 days ago. 
I lived with Sobha, a police havildar. 1 was formerly acquainted with him. I stayed 
four days with him. I asked Teh] Siagh in the police to get me service. I don’t know 
what his appointment was. I think he was a Munshi. He did not take me to any 


i : i ill gi i ft Ambala 
superior officer. I dou’t know if they will give evidence for me or not. I le 

. Went to Sooghur; put up with my “Nankee.” I don’t know how 

met dees Luce ia 3 kiow who lives nant to my “ Nankee” in Sooghur. 


many d tayed there. I don ; 
Frou Secghar i went to “ Burr.”* Iwent there in search of service. J donot know any «© what service is to 
one in “ Burr.” I sat down outside; other Kookas came up, and I was ecized with them. be foundat“Burt?’ 


I have no witnesses. : L. Cowan. 


i ized with the others of the gang ina body. His story about sitti 
PRlgeinerty aad belay joined by other Kookas, is quite incredible. He isa mtd 


Amritsar. See statement of acoused 3 and 4. T.D.F. 
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(No, 29.) 


EXAMINATION of Accused No 


Maghec fair at Bhaince. 12, Kurrian Singh, 18¢ 


I met Lehna Singh saa Hee eS enuar 1872.—I went to the 


fort. I did t e : &5 were with us. 
atick, join tee Then nto bazaar, but did not enter 
ae paul ut 4 4 and struck several persons with m ah, entered palace-yard, had a 
» Cre 1 was apprehended, | did this bessteaGal ine: vue the others 

0 60. 


Contession. : 
T. D. F. 1. Cowan. 


a 
(No. 30.) 


EXAMINATION of Accused No. 13, Sob : 
Mazhee Meln at Bhainee, and went with Hexen Sing geet pip esate 


Ml ed rena a nat gees 
h A's tik oaly hen yal pe ard 3 ube in the row; did not strike any pales 
Heera Singh to Malodh and Kotla, urr,”. where I was captured. I went by order of 


Confession. L. Cowan. 


Dz F. 


(No. 31.) 


EXAMINATION of Accused No. 14, Sojun Singh, 18th January 1872.—My home is at 
“ Rubboo.” I joined Heera Singh at “ Burr.” “I did not go to Kotlah or Malodb with 
them. 1 went to “Burr” six days ago for the Phurwar Mela (Phurwar is beyond 
“ Burr”). Idid not goto Phurwar because Gurmukh Singh did not go there. I am 
not Gurmukh Singh's servant, or in any way connected with him. [ lived in “ Burr” for 
one day in the house of a man whose name I do not know. I went out and sat down with 
some Kookas who were outside the village and was seized. I have no witnesses for my 


defence. 


L. Cowan. 


Niaz Ali’s etatement is clear that all the 65 Kookas were in the jungle 30 or 40 paces 


from the village of “Burr,” and eaid they had come from Kotlab. All the villagers of 
“Burr” had fled out of fear. I consider this man’s statement quite incredible. See 
statements of accused Nos. 3 and 4. gn 
Sis ee 
(No. 32.) 


Malodh; I went to bazaar. Then I wen 
outside palace gate. I had no arme. 


‘Kotlah to kill the killers of cows. L. Cowaa. 
Confession. 
I. DF. 
ih oe er 
. 33. 
ie ) —JI went to the 


._ th January. ; 
sed No. 16, Jowahir Singh, 18 I went with 
hee Mela at Bhainee. I left alone aod J scasebeg at bine came as far as 
them to Malodh and stayed aye the fight. "1 then went to “ Burr,” and was cap 


Examination of A 


the pelacergete I did not jo + Gest 
Confession. Oxpex. 


T. D. F. 
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The whole of the ace ae 
par galt no reasonable Pee Pa wae which amount to confess; 
the overeat ponalyo the lent arcane a caf ope abelion a 
missioner and Agent for the Kotiah Pema the accused for punishment ib the Com. : 
| 
| 


18 January 1872. L. Cowan, Magistrate. 


The conduct of certain officials of i 
‘ ct of the Patial 
Consaeatle pntelligence and courage were diupltel Niaz Ali, Nai im, i 
pture of so formidable a gang with the aid of a few followers, His attendants, ie0, 
> 3 


are deserving of rewards for th i 
I recommend the following eda ready wd they rendered to him, 


te has been moet raiseworthy. 


To Niaz Ali, Nail Nazim. - = 


Punjab, Sineh, Darb 

” wh, Darbaree o . 

Tzmak Sineh, wi the j . 300 
” uh. who gave 

a Mata ee ee 200 


» OotumSingh- - . _ . 
» Ruttan Singh - - 1 acy SS 
» Golab Singh - : 
» Pertab Singh - < 


tee 8 4 og 
oes © oe bs 
seat 0 8 oO 8 


entree ee 
an 
So 


Koran Stare versus ALBEL SINGH and Sifteen others, Koohas. 


Charge.—Dacoity with murder at Kotlah on the morning of the 15th Janus: 1872 
= Tus case has been conducted by the Deput Commissicuer, Ludiana, on bebalf of the 
ras authorities ; the Nazim and Tehsildar sitting with him and conducting the 

The evidence of Niaz Ali and Punjab Singh shows that a compact body of 68 or 70 
Kookas were found by them in the jungle outside the village of “ Burr,” which place had 
been deserted hy the villagera through fear. When interrogated, these men all acknow- 
led ed that they had come from Kotlah. Swords, one epear, axes, and gundasses, were 
in their hands and covered with blood. The statements furnished by the Nazim establish 
the fact of the attack upon the palace and treasury of Kotlah, the murder of the Kotwal 
and seven of his men, besides wounding of 15 more. 

It ia impossible to discriminate now between those who actually struck the blows which 
caused the death of these men, nor at this present moment would it be wise to display 
leniency towards a gang, every one of whom is, according to law, equally liable to the 
game punishment. e intentions of the gang are clearly indicated by their leader Ram 
Singh, vide his statement made before me at Ludiana on 10th. Ae regards prisoners 
Noa, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 10, 12, 13, 15, and 16, their statements are ample confessions of their 
being actually inside Kotlah. Nos. 8 and 9 admit being at Kotlab. Noe. 6, 11, and 14 
admit being with the gang when caught, and their admissions, coupled with the atatements 
made by accused 3 and 4, leave no Soubt in my mind that they were of the gang, and 
therefore are equally liable to punishment. ; 

I concur with the committing officer, and confirm the sentence of death against all to 


be carried out into immediate exccution. 
7. D. Forsyth, 


Commissioner and Superintendent, and ex-officio Agent 
otlah to the Lieutenant Governor, Punjab. 


Kotlah, 
18 January 1872. 
The remaining prisoners caught, but who it appears were not taken with this gang, 
will be dealt with separately. aa 


us conduct of the Patiate —— having been certified, by the De uty 
mmissi iana, I sancti e rew to each as recommen yhim. T! 
= ong idiom tho ‘Kotlsh revenues Provision is also to be made for the families 


money to be pai ; 
th ho féll gallantly defending the palece and property of 
fe oe mak Satay the details eH be ‘ettled in consultation with the Nasin of 


Kotlah. 
Kotlah : yi D. For. th, ve 
18 January 1872. Cornminioner 


THE meritorio 
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From E. C. Bayley, Esq., c.8.1., Se 
Esq., Officratin 'Seenht? "ue Secretary to the Government of India, to L. Hf. Griffta 
22nd March } i Tetary to the Government of the Punjab (No. 869); riers 


With reference to your letter, No. 76 
: . 76.c, dated the 14th ulti i 
ee dirt, to tHe trial and punishment of the Nestasesoe ssi the reset one 
eak, I ain directed to state that a paper drawn up by Mr. Forsyth, and containing the 


eae passage, has been confidentially communicated to the Viceroy and the Governor 


“On reaching Ludhiana on the evening of the 16th, I rece; 
expressing his desire to execute his arseners at once. | siecle petit ead ela all 
the men caught by the Patiala authorities in their charge till I could send out a guard to 
bring them into Ludhiana for trial, This letter Mr. Cowan must have received sume time 
before he executed any.” 


2, This statement is directly contrary to the distinct assertion of Mr. Cowan, in the 
correspondence submitied by the Punjab Government. It is also cuntrary to the spirit of 
Mr. Forsyth’s own account of the same incident in that correspondence. In his letter, 
No. 16, dated the 17th Junuary last, to the a:ldreas of the Commissioner of Umballa, Mr. 
Cow@n rcfers to a communication which he had received before the execution terminated, 
when the last batch of prieoners was being tied to U:e guns; und this account is corrobo- 
rated by Lieutenant Colonel Perkins, in his juurnal having reference to the same event. 


3. Mr. Forsyth, in the correspondence submitted by the Punjab Government, extenuates 
the conduct of Mr. Cowan, by stating thut his official letter and orders regarding the 
Kookas did not rench Mr, Cowan till the execution was over, making ao mention of a demi- 
official le:'ter which had reached Mr, Cowun sooner, though he alludes to the demi-official 
letter eleewhere. In the extract subjcined to paragraph 1 above, Mr. Forsyth speaks of 
having writien a letter which Mr. Cowan muat have received “some time before he 
executed any.” 

4. It is not clear whether thie statement refers to some letter of which no official mention 
has on maile, or to the demi-official letter mentiuned by Mr. Cowan and Mr. Forsych, If 
the former hypothvais be correct, the circumstance that the letter was not brought officially 
to the nutice uf Governwent should be explained. The Jatter hypothesis is inconsistent 
with the assertion of Mr. Cowan, which assertion was before Mr. Forsyth when the paper 
which forms the subject of my letter was drawa up by him. 


. ich, in justice to Mr. Cowan, should be cleared up. With this 
sty Piso gr pith nue Me Cor ye eda Conan 


you will be guod enough— ss engi ‘ 
i he letter referred to by Mr. Forsyth as haviog necessarily 
resabed ren the aascaion. and of the demi-official letter which is stated 


to have been delivered to Mr. Cowan during the execution, if there were two sepa- 


rate letters ; 
2) if there was only one letter, to 
ae on which he fuunded his belie! 
Pefore the execution ; 


“ zact acco . 

(3) to obtain from Mr, Gowan an onde him, of the hour ut which it was delivered 

; . Forsyth reached him, of the : 

the cartes elt Cee hich i found him, and of the number of Kooke prisouers who 


remained alive at the instant at which he became aware of its contents; and 
(4) to obtain from Lieutenant Colonel Perkins « statement of the same character. 


‘1 from Mr. Forsyth eo atatement of the 
a - that letter must ra reached Mr. Cowan 


unit of the circumstances under which 


: jating Secretary to th Goverament of the Punjab, to 
i ra he fs eatesn t Becatary to whe Gloverament of India (No. 014); dated. 
e ay ,} ep Fe 
koe. the ob March 1672. | ‘etn 
i dated sand Febroary last, | am eaired 
: «uation of this offite, No. 930, a oe ose, dated 
etn ue oe rn eta Se 
i Lieutenen . 
ath, iden roving on the lta Kéka outbreak at Melouh end Malebr Kotla. 


ee 
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From Lieutenant Col : 
onel E. N. Perkins, Diatrict Soperintendent of Police, L di 
» Le (aga, to 


Major A. H. Bamfield, 
Pavia » D 
dated Ludiuna, the 6th renin General of Police, Ambala Circle (No. 5 
2, 0. 56); 


I wave the honour to ack 
upon me for ; nowledge the receipt 
pan me fo an lial report af te isang ee Lae Beka oasis aig 
utbreak, &c. 


The Veput issi , 
puty Commissioner taking the case into his own heats fein Prat Laie 
» 1 only acted 


The assembling of the Kika ini 
festival commenced on o eat Bhaini (to which there was no ict . 
and leaving each day, the are teak alee, piel ape went off quelly eat seri 
the exception of some 80 men headed Ge teeend going off to their homes by the lath, wit 
dual, it appears, had determined to ave: f tly Singh of Sukroudi, Patiald. ‘This indivi- 
(lately hing at Lusdiate forthe tabi the death of one Giani Rutton Singh,* a subah : 
starting from Bhaini, induced a number preeie — openly expressing his intention when Sindh wy ton saps 
aa a of proceeding to Kotla, where they hope agiselod Sialary setiinaung bes at the ake tine. 
is, &e. selves of treasure : 
The Deputy Inspector ‘ 
of this, cane af eerj eae ‘3 ah cies perder po who was Prsctat at Bhaini, on heari 
the purty had gone to “ RempGr” ia pr - on the revuro of this man with the report that 
in whose ildged they then ae i, atialé territory, wrote to the Thanadér of Dourah& 
his arrival I took him over to the Deputy Com Ladiane to report che mater in persua. On 
tion conveyed to vakila of Patialé oPh Xe ae noe who immediately had the informa- 
and it was hoped that the band had broke ci b psy mah ile i ren gate 
of the attack an MMalodh was eecerved oils 4 i ou the following morning en account 
the Deputy Commissioner and myself staried for tb Ne ehis a e 
met by a sowar from Kotla, with information of an xther at ce 
poe at 8 a.m. thet moraing, the man stating that wba regi r Uesh Greda:on thet 
y Kikas, and heavy fighting going on. Mr. Cowa D i Cae 
kl i aoe ie? Sat treope aight be saat, dispetebing it by the Kola sowar © 
udiana. On asrival at Malodh the plec i : Sa de 
security of the village, and the a aciats ocel Ghceol euler cone nol’ oe 
The band on leaving Bhaini. appeared to have remained b " Shore ue sph pee 
then started south, passin through the Patialé territor anid salting aoe Sea aa ae 
iti baar-ea-can 8 o om of the i fraternity, neur vi age Rubba ia cnlos pre erigas 
confines of the disurict. Here they remained the night (13), and up to u ing 
the following day (14). : piensa 
At Rubba it appears from the statements of the pri i 
of taking Malodh oathelr way, in hopes of obtaining. eke toi aan athe a 
Rubbd about 6 p.m., and entered the village by the west gate leaving sentries to S siast 
the same. One party proceeded at once to the house of Sirdar Buddéo Singh fecoriry 
magistrate, whom they altecked and wounded in the neck. Another uri week <5 te 
stables, killed the coachman, and took away four horses. N ubbi Buksh, the munshi wae 
. killed near the Sirdar’s kutcherry ; the whule street wae full of men who were pelted with 
bricks, &c., from the roofs of the houses by the villagers, two of the Kékas being killed 
and several wounded. The KGkes themselves here of three swords and a ‘double- 
barrelled gun, remaining about an ‘hour, and then leit in the direction of Kotla, leaving 
bene ine peng ea ~ wounded, one shot through the arm by a shikari, and the others 
isabled by bricks and éatazs. , , 
The Deputy Commissioner was occupied the following morning (16) in examining the 
accused purties, and Ram Singh arrived about 12 o'clock, having been sent for from Bhaini 
the abiletee day, but the Deputy Commissioner being anxious to push on to Kotla, Ram 
Singh was told he would be called in to Ludiana, if wanted. We then left for Kotla, and 
on the road met the Risallahs of Jheend and Né&bha, also the Naib Nazim of Omurghur. 
Wazir Ali), who reported his having been successful in capturing nearly the whole gang 
near Sherepore Patialé. On our arrival at Kotla, the greatest consternation aod alarm still 
existed amongst the officials and townspeople, which ouly subsided on the eppearance of 
the contingents of the surrounding states, for it was generally apprehended, from the con- 
stant reports from the neighbourhood of small bodies of KGkes collecting io all directivas, 


that another attack would take plate: 

The following morning (17) Deputy Commissioner and myself inspected the city and 
acene of action. The gang ep to have had but little difficulty in entering the town 
through a large space in the ilapidated wall, and to have met with little or no opposition 
until they reached the palace square, where they were met by the Thanadér | a few. 
men, and here the only real fighting took place, 16 being killed on both sides. The Thanadér = 

assail with his own hasid before he sucqnmbed toa’. * 


is said to have killed three of the 
but luckily braking open ere 


ww The ornate hoped tb get into the tieadury 

a ¥ e tC) ), o the tie 7 ee 
door, found only « few papers g, &e.; in the place, ‘They alto took some aris vut of a" 
Kothi, but not finding any emmunition threw thes down & well, and they were aherwards. a 


956. 


RNY 
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recovered, The Ko peopl aks hie they ay 
quence of the t nots i i healy. «Kode 
at 8 p.m. on the 14th, the Posy ites ‘“ ered Bee Vek onl i! 
night (13), and the distance pe 0 
appearance up to 12 o'clock, I, after consultation wit! issi 

with a few horse to meet them some Bix miles from Katt eyo be t thes ta. ie safer: 
A more determined set of rufSans ] never saw; several of them on the wa ine es ‘eueae: 
oval fsa hitelin my oie C other government but thut of their own a 

determin e t ssi i 
etc ty Caeae py near put y Lommissioner summarily, to execute 60 of. the 68 


MM guns, reserving 16 to A 
consequence arrangements were made Ls he exacn s be hung at Malodh, and in 


were duly curried out, a letter from the Commissioner arriving too late to stop the same. 

I should have mentioned that on my meeting the party I found that Hira Singh and 
Lehn Singh, the leaders of the gang, had heen taken, and the former informed me that the 
whole of the gang had been captured. During the executions a most savage attack was 
made upon the Deputy Commissioner by one of the prisoners, who wax instantly cut to 
pieces, The following day (ey the’ Commissioner (escorted by a detachment of the 12th 
Cavalry under the command of Colonel Gough) arrived and confirmed Mr. Cowan's 
ceedings of the previous day. He also held a formal trial of the remaining prisoners, and 
sentenced them also to suffer dvath, thus showing that he considered the outbreak a serious 
one, wnd one from which, unless dealt with severely at the first, very great danger to the 
State was !o be apprehended. 

In the evening E Durbar was held-by the Commissioner for the distribution of rewards to 
those who had done good service towards the capture of the gung, &c. 

The following inorning the Commiasioner and party retarned to Malodh, where he was 
occupied during the day in trying the four prisoners taken at that place; they were sentenced 
to be hung, a sentence which was afterwards commuted to transportation for life. 

Up to the 16th information was freneently received thut emall parties of Kékes from 
various quarters wert flocking towards otla, and these gangs epparently only dispersed on 
heuring of the executions. es eee the Sedars of 

ning of the 20th the Commissioner, after receiving visits from t lars o 

Mslod, Hany ‘and Bhir, left fur Dehlon and Ludiena. Deputy Commissioner Colonel 

Gough ond self accompanying him. ith us to Malodh on the 

tioned that the civil surgeon, Dr. Ince, went with us odh 0 
pie ieee Glloee morning preceded us to Kotla, and retarned to Ladiana in the 
oo ot ensaparagraph No. 2 ofthe letter, ! am not oware of any extraordinary meamss 
A ee “ 

for informution, kc. being a sittict at the latter end of November, 

arrangements 1 eo ra Atal tant Commissioner Narain Singh, having been specially 

which were those of Extra Ase rs morenients of the sect, and report direct to the Com- 

appointed to keep @ look out "Ge 1+ alvo a few men told off bere and there through 

nissioner and Deputy cht i Snioas The Kikas, however, were particularly quiet 

the district to report anything SWpCO TO have been quite premature affair, and i 

ious to the Jate outbreak, which ogo for a far more serious disturbance 
Believe ogainet the wishes of Ram Singh, whose plans for 


were thus, as it tumed out, fortunately ea that the police worked well and will- 


In conclusion, | have much pleasure in 8 
ingly. 


tions to take place that evening, which 


veg 5 See ; 


(Confidential.) ere: 
riati eretary to the Governt j 
Fe a ae af ae I clamaoag Government of India (No. 1270); dated 
2. iT Ld) 
re rg rth April 1673. 
| deted 22nd March, I am 


Wrria reference to your letter No, 689,000 A oted, on the 


Letter No, 168, dated 8th April, from T. D. desired to forward copies of the replies margion’y 


eo regarding the disposal 
; A Mr. Fors 's orders to Mr, Cow 
April from L, Cowan, Eo] } subject of oe * yth iu the recent outbreak, 


n ee 


) soos A. Griffa, Enq» 
*asionet Ambela Division, to L. the 
bom F Fertythy Bio re erament of the Panjab (No. 109); dated Aubele, 
Ofticiating © 
sth April 1872. eee the honour to state thet three 
No 1076, duted and April 1873, alia she mode of dealing withthe 
In reply to rose’ by me to Mr. Cowan on the subjec pele ) : 
letters were add M lca and Malair Kotla between sa of the executions-00 atth Janeary. 
Tenet trae 16th January and the reco it of 16th, and before the pales 
the might titie in t b é 
The nae “Fem gm cnc 
elegy 
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bour of its receipt. As to the ably in his reply will vive th 
unfortunately: keot as contents of that letter, it being ; a K ts e exact 
mislaid. Se copy, and Mr. Cowan informs me thet the original hee roe 


2. According to my recollection, the letter was to the effect that he was to keep th 
cep the 


: _ the Patiala authorities ; . 
send a guard to bring them into Ludiana for trial ol any NTS, il se 


Mr. Cowan says in a letter to me } i 
official from you on the 16th or 17th padi preg 


a 

1. 

t i 
| 

i 

: 


remember having received a demi- 


paphined tele tee ect that it would be best to k 
coeur ie els in the Fort of Sherpur till you could send out a force to take tanec 
purport of my orders for the disposal of the Prisoners 


3. As regards the second letter I huve t * 

Cowan's telegram: A, copy given i edn wees th ; , 

; r given in the margi Telegram from Mr. Cowan, Malodh Secretary 
ceived at the Ludianua TeleSraph OGice ut 6.2 sas oi the Tera nment of Punjab, Delhi, dui a ms faauy 
17th, and ut 5.48 am. my telegram: B was received. pin four of the Malodh murderers the proof 

: ; : e nm 

4. On making inquiry subsequent to the receipt of your Marcals d Alon me casas —— a ibe 
letter now under reply, I am infcrmed hy the Peleus b mee Us. Sree ie ot a 
Office thut these messages were delayed five huurs in the : 


office, and were not dispatched till 10.96 a.m. and Secretary 
y . 0. 10.30 i H 
a.m., dir aad bal I waited till about noon expecting an cea rrenaareoigy cor Ar > 
answer from the leutenunt Goverror; and as none® came, Referring to Cowan's ‘alegre taking” perminion to 
I dispatched my official letter No. 2, copy of which is execute at once four men. Since then we have got 70 men, 


already before Government, and is agnin submitted fur 1 em on the spot, and can dispose of the cases 
convenience of reference, which | form, and without delay. Exceptional ection not 
» Which letter reached Mr. Cowan sary, and would inaieans exallanaets better allayed, ec., 


while the executions were going on. 
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So eee ie, 


5. The third letter was written subsequently, but, as the second letter arrived tu i 
. ; , 0 late, it 
is unnecessary to £0 into particulars as to the time of arrival of later ordera. A copy of the 
letter, however, is annexed. 


6. With reference to paragraph 4 of the letter from the Secretary to the Government of 
India, Home Department, the loss of the original letter prevented my sending a copy. 

As it wes not couched in lar official form, and as it only contained instructions to 
kee the prisoners till they could be sent in for trial, and did not contain the peremptory 
prohibition against the summary executions to be found in the subsequent letters, it may be 
that Mr. Cowan considered he tight exercise some discretion, and, therefore, his statenient, * 
alluded to by the Secretary to Government, may be taken to refer only to the prohibitory, 
and not to the decluratory order. 1 | 


7. I take this opportunity to make some remarks explanatory of the sentence carried into if 
execution against the 16 men on the 18th January. a | 


8. When the case was submitted for my orders, I had to consider it in its judicial aspect, 


aa well as from a political point of view. 


9. Now, taking the judicial view of the case ag it stood by itself, quite apart from all 
other considerations, 16 men belonging tv a gang. who had committed a double series of 
murders were pronounced to be guilty of the charge preferred against them, The sentence 
for their crime was death; and had the cuse been tried in the courts governed by nur codes, 
it would have been incumbent on me to show very good cause why that sentence should be 
mitigated. Had the case then been # solitary one, there would have been no more ground 
for hesitating to confirm a sentence of death passed on £6 men, than there would have been 
last year for the chief court to hesitate to pass sentence un 12 men for the aurder of the 


butchers. 


10. I had, however, to consicler all the surrounding circumstances, and the firet one which 
would naturally influence me was the fact thut so many men had already suffered for the 
same offence. But there were counterbalancing arguments which I now propose to re- 
produce. 

1}. One consideration was that, if the case admitted of it, Mr. Cowan ought to be sup- 

rted. However mach I might have deprecated his proposed action, and inwardly de lored 
It when as yet not tuken, still when once done I felt myself placed in an eutirely different 
and, it will be readily conceded, in a most difficult podition. To hastily disavow his 
proceedings, und to cancel his acts at auch a moment, I considered would be must 


unwise, : ; 
F , Thad just ended alo 
12, When the news of the executions by Mr. Cowan reached me, I had ) naar Gin 


ee 


on i ne are ee ey 


reached me after midnight, having evidently: been delayed in transit : 
“ With rafercce toner talegrez Te pore i of rebel, Lieutenant Governor concurs with you. 
He, however, approves Mz. Cowaa’s energy."—WM th January 1873. 


356. .H2 
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confidential talk with Gura Ram Sin 


when I Met bin at An 
: dpe Mak : om hi; 
passed entirely out an Pp a howal in 1867 eel im that the sect, which 
seriously affected b of his coutrol, Such was his asserion i jinPlicit. obedience, now had 
violence of Lehna rf ina er ae not to be 
on. The premature 


but what assurance 


NG To_ 


suddenly disappeari i 
them. “Te was while the sentence ore mene 10 
- on Ae bands being in the neighbourhood wa 
io the truth, and to apprehend the culprits. 

0 have shown leniency at euch time, then o an 


13. There was another consideration to whi ' 
h ; 
The attack on the Mahomedan State of Kotla gee ote oe tee 


mind of the ordinary reader. But any one who hes read the History of the Punjab Rajahs 


This present attack, then, was but the repetition of former fanuti i 
an important difference. In the last ne and, in fast, Git sire 
century, the normal condition of these provinces was anarchy, and attacks b ie bribe : 
people un another were treated rather us a matter of course, Pee tee 

But since the British Government touk possession of the country all clagses have been 
taught to luok fur protection to the parua:ount power, whose first duty it has been uuly 
said is to maintain security for life and property. To the British Government, then, the 
Mahomedans of Molair Kotla looked Jor deliverance in this tiour of need. ; 

As J entered the town of Kotla I was met by the Nuzim aod Tuhsildar, who form the 
Council of Regency during the vacancy caused by the death of the late Nawab, and till 
the appointment of a successor. They earnestly described the dangers of their position, 
roaking, perhaps, more of the cuse than was correct, in order to exhialt their own services; 
but, in one respect, they were genuinely earnest. They were in a decided dread of a second 
attack, and spoke of other Kookes coming sooner or later to renew murdeis, ‘hat they 
had imbibed a fear, lest I should show too much leniency, was apparent trom the earnest 
manner in which they begged that the men, whose complicity in the attack they, in cua- 
junction with Mr. Cowan, had pronuunced to be proved, should not be tet off with a less 
severe punishment than the law warranted. felt myself bound to give due weight to this 
consideration. 1 may here mention that the next day, when I went over to Mulodh to t 
the men charged with the murderous attack on Sirdar Mith Singh's house, and before 
began to take up the case, the Sirdar took me aside, aod in a solemn manner assured we 
that, unless | pussed sentence of death on the prisoners when found guilty, his life, and the 


i ith hi ld not be safe. 
Dar ll ar angie iy sees final decision as to the disposal of the culprits at 


: eto infl 
erie beter my judgment, but I went through the form of recording & 


Malodh, tor reasuns giver 

sentence of death according to law. : 

ther consideration, All these men had been doomed to execution 

ae Secbaday ‘be Mi. Cowan, and it ket oT all van they ~ only ie spared 
i C iving for their trial. then, alter trial, t 1 

Ta ee centad by MF Cowan was a just one, was there not 0 certain aovett 

of neceasity Jnid on me to justify his proceeding, in the eyes of the world by giving a legal 


sanction to his decision ? 
15. Viewing the whole circumstances of the case, 


to be carried oul. 


I considere) that the sentence ought 


LL 


ea! Division, to 2. Cowan, Esq., 
Esq., c.2., Commissioner of ee ink mir ois de leary ia7k 


From T. D. Forsyth, sq ioner of Ludians ; d 


Officiating Deputy 
I wave to acknowledge the receipt of your lettet, dated Bon: 16th January, 7 wed 
f Kookas now apprehended in. Patiala rblgeald eC a re 

ore Pas one offence affecting British urisdiction, the other 
sePi independent jurisdiction of the Malair Kotla State. 


i stiee there have fall power 
9. Ae regards offences committed in Malair Kotla, the authorities the 
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to try and sentence criminal i 
ihe cenliied is epi : cue the case up to the Commissioner for sanction when 


4. I request that you will 
[ ’ Wwul prepare at once the ca i 
peta iad Dive mil oes a I shall then ie eee, idee Bee aie = 
ferer esire for promptit i i a 6 
Justify the abandonment of the very single: form pelle os Demy wae 


5. I purpose Proceeding to Malair Kotla very shortly. 


My dear Cowan,—You have d ; ' 
bing fall ahart oc oe . ie henley ee for heaven's sake dun’t let the whole 


By dealing with the men now caugh its i 
4 ght as culprits in the Kotla territo 
eel Shon eres sais delay of eee case tu the chief ere by atendg os 
t i. ¢., sending up the di ; 1 
jouer T am going out to Kotla ‘as sg ant bare ipo of ‘Ram Singh. "But if va 
ang (yourself) these men, i. e., the men caught at Malodhb, you will fall short of perfect 
success, A delay cf 12 hours cannot produce harm, wherees illegal acti 


trouble. I only wait for Ram Singh to come in to- ; aaa enews 
. mor 
out at once. ing row morning, and I shall thea be 


17 January 1872. 1. D. Forsyth 


———— 


From L. Cowan, Esq., Mussouri, to the Officiating Secretary to the Government of the 
Punjab; dated the 8th April 1872. 


d HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter, No. 1677, dated the 2nd instant, 
with enclosure from the Secretary to the Government of India in the Home Department, 
No, 56M, dated the 22nd March 1872, calling for explanation on certain points connected 
with the punishments inflicted during the Kooka outbreak in January last. All my papers 
relating tu the case have been left at Ludiana. I had boped to remain at this place fora 
few days only; that the correspondence was over, and that it would not be necessary to 
refer to it during my absence from Ludiana. My recollection, however, of the occurrences 
ut Kotla on the 17th and 18th of January is 80 distinct that 1 do not hesitate to furniah the 
explanation called for, without waiting for the papers. 


2. Before the execution of the 49 men was over, I received only one letter from Mr. 
Forsyth, directing me not to execute the captared Koukas, but to keep them for trial. This 
letter reached me on the evening of the 171h January a little before aunset ; 1 wagon what. 
is called the parade ground of the Kotla State between a line formed by the sepoys of the 
native States and the guns. Forty-two or 43 of the insurgents had been executed before 
this lettcr was delivered to me: the remuining six or ceven men were tied to the gune, and 
a buuler waa awaiting the order to sound the “fire.” Colonel Perkins and sume of the 
higher officials of the uutive States were standing wear me. After reading Mr. Forayth’s 
letter I handed it to Colonel Perkins, with the remark that it would be impossible to ay 
the execution of the men already tied to the gans; that such a proceeding hole MA @ 
worst effect on the peoole around us. ‘This letter was the only one I received ftom Mr. 
Forsyth on the 17th, directing me to ubstuin from executing the prisoners, 


. vag riding h thet of Kotla, a 
3. Earlier in the day before or ubout noon, as I Hh Al rake : hasan Wie onto 
letter was put into my band from Mr. Forsyth, who ha Se rhe rebels 
vious might, This note was to the effect that he had heard of mae cap ih Pthey sigull d 
suid hat, 1 ie resent disturbed state of the country, it would be better : y ee 
_ t ene ois Patiala Fort of Sherepur till he would send aut a sence . rop gu a 
6 aprons of them. This note did — ane’ any ela he au . sa oe : 
‘ i ket, and thought no more 
wegen Oat could nat be ene on, for the captured Kookan were then clove . mies 
on their way in. — eee ra 
4. The above is a plain statement of facts. Read by Rag (bey Be a tanes Path 
: the Supreme Government's aso! pnt st ie 5 ot the case I have shown 
Sir ak : oa sae time before the execution. 4 a sp aa ceeile the prisoners, and 
orders recel ‘ved orders 
i had actually received orders © ld have been approved 
above; aud, assuming that I I dicrepard of instructions woul uapates 
of disobeyed acre nao the rath Janyary, wfer hae : a ihe night 0 
at ts eee ee f the executions, Mr. Forsyth wrote to me as fovon’: 


17th) of my report 0 u bave done. You have acted - 


firm all yo 
“My dear Cowan,—! fully approve and confirm 


edmirably. I am coming out. « Yours, cinceraly, D. Forsyth.” 
“19 January 1872.” ; . 3 dey, Mr. Foryth, 
m, on the reth; «litle oe ee the rath Bengal . 
I received this note about 11a aod escorted by 30 or 40 68 Cavalry, | 


Colonel Gough, #3 F 


accompanied by 


359- 


\ 
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Cavalry atrived 
; at 
one, ordered the iano et 


LATING TO 


Fepeating to i 
ed me verbally his *Pproval of what I had 


€cution of 1¢ © prisoners 


belief is that I sent bin. w; 
on the forenoon of the ¢ with the others, a ¢ 
€ 17th. I destroyed see are the note I received in 
the town of Kotla 


and probably thi ; estroyed _ 
ie y this note with the rest, foe I i Lia I permed of uo importane. 
how, This ; e, 


M 
y act had been “proved of and confirmed 
to guin by Suppressing any 


? 


a 
{7 
demi official letters, 


7. To save time I have thi 
da 
@ copy of th : 18 day written to Mr, F ba ie 
raat eth sai sb he addressed to me on ie a Na Sac to forward to you 

er, and aleu 3 cupy of any other letter of the sees I received as ‘the 


Smee eee 


From Colonel Perkins, District Super; 
uperintendent of Poli a 
wth Orem fe Baad el Obs Une Seen 


IW reply to your letter, No 1078 : 
> NO. » Of the-2nd inatant (forward ; 
tions gy mber Mr. Cowén receiving a letter pravioes 60 he aaiane Sg 
ot’a, Dut cannot state the exact time of its receipt h bear ang cee 
uadealt with. erp, Dor the number of Kookes aiill 


—_—_— es 


(Home Departaient.—Judicial —No. 867.) 


From E. C Bayley, Esq., ¢.6.1 te 
; » Eaq., C.6.1,, Secretary to the Gov 
‘ the Government of ‘he Punjab of India, to the Secretary to 


Sir, ; F : 
Aye ae t Will 
IN continuation of my letter, No. 569, dated 22nd March init acid with rlorne i ak 


dated 11th : risouers 
2, reply noted in the maryiu on the subject of the su ti 
Malehr Kotla, I am directed to alite thae the Governay. Gasetsl ik Ceorel 2 now ia a 


position to pass final orders in this paintul case. 


2. His Exceliency in Council has maturely considered the facta stated b 
and M r. Cowan, and the expressions of his Honor the Lieutenant Gorernon’s caine uated 
tained in your letters of the 19th January, No. 23 c, the 7th February, Nu. 59, and of the 
16th February, No. 78 c, and, without recepitulating all the circumstances of the case 
which will be found in the memorandum appended, be thinks it tight to recall the following 
leading facts to your recollection as being those on which his decision proceeds, 


8. On the 17th January 49 persons, many of whom were wounded, were by Mr. Cowan's 
orders blown away from guns at Malehr Kotla without trial. That these persons had beea 
guilty of a great crime there is no doubt; but both the manner of the execution, and its 
excessive und indiscriminate aeverity, stand in need of the strongest justification. In the 
opinion of his Excellency in Council, nothing short of absolute necessity could justify these 
proceedings. If any judicial inquiry, bowever summery, had taken place, a disuaction 
might have been made between ringleaders and followers, and the usual wode of punishment 
would have been employed. At the time when the extra-judicial execution was ordered, 
the disturbance which had taken place had been effectually suppressed. Mr. Cowan had 
at his disposal considerable bodies of troops, and there is nu evidence whatever to show that 
actual immediate dunger was or could have been apprehended either from the prisoners 
themeelves, or from other members of the sect to which they belonged. The only fact which 


can be said to suggest the existence of such danger is, that various small sara ef Kékas 
ap 


F i of Malehr Kotla, who promptly disappeared. 
n the neighbourhood 0 pipe bc saa bait. to the defeat of their 


were seen i 
i H) in Council, that their dispersion was owin 
ries aed pots ted ie pinnishivént inflicted, and in this belief he is supported 


jal d not to the summer 
by the: ieiakes by his Honot af vat lettet of thé 7th February above quoted, paragraph 
10, in which it ie said :— a 
“The Lieutenent Governot is not of opinion ihat the évidence cow submitted sear 
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that the immediate retiremeut of the band, 7 
Kotle, was the result of th we bands of KGkas who were observed mov; 
hey ee eldic have soak | becka ee by Mr. Cowan, for in inearly eae re 


ions Sth, the day the het Aerie 
romeo oie Out on the morning of the 17th. Their = took place, whereas the 
s ally by the attack having been besten off by the Kotla nesnt “ppeare to have 

4. It is, in short, obvious, both from the cireu a 
pressions in Mr. Cowan’s letters, that his motiy 
a risiog which he considered imm 
KGka sect. In illustration of this, 


and from many ex- 
utions was to prevent 
terror into the whole 
ith Forsyth and Mr. 
erring the Kakes from further wioleliee: ee ae 
6. Before adverting to the peculiar ci t 
Sons miata i" Council chinks it “ight Gate oi 
principle on which that officer seems to have proceeded, as hia Excell i i 
reason to fear that it may have considerable influence on the mind ome oa 
themselves liable to be placed in positions of difficulty. This principle, perhaps rather felt 
than avowed, is that law is meant only for quiet times, and that officers are justified in dis- 
regarding it, as soon as political danger is apprehended, and in substituting punishments 
inflicted ut their own discretion, and without any other measure than their own estimate, 


formed on the spot under the pressare of immediate excitement, uf what is required in the 
particular case for the sake of example. 


of lew had had in the way of det 


er which Mr. Cowan acted, the 
me general observations om the 


6. This view appeare to his Excelleucy in Council to involve a grave error. 


7. Hie Excellency in Council desites to impress, in the most emphatic manner, on all 
civil and military officers whom it may concern, the broad principle that the law of the land 
administered by the established courte is the instrument to which Government looks, and in 
which it trusts, fur the purpose of suppressing crime, maintaining peace, and deterring ill- 
disposed persons fiom fullowing the example of malefactors; and that it isa grave act of 
insyb«rdination and presumption for any individuul officer to take upon himself to decide 
upon the spur of the moment that the law is not strong enough to protect society, or that 
the punishments which can be inflicted in ita ordinary course are not sufficiently severe to 
deter from crime. To do so is to usurp the highest prerogative of the Government. Cases 
may arise in which Government may consider it necessary lo punish particular offences with 
exceptionul severity, or to arm particular officers with special powers of summary trial and 
execution ; but till this is done, the duty of all civil and milrtary officers in all cases is to 
treat criminals when captured in the regular cource of law; that is to cay, to hand them over 
for trial to the proper tribunals. 


; -r to show that this course ia not inconsistent with any degree of vigour and 
raphiate witeh can be required in the most arduous circumstances, it 18 ey to 
bear in mind that for the suppression of violent crime, and the <pprehennc an 9 cee 
tody of offenders, the law authorises, ant indeed requires, the use of any, cares of mili ay, 
force which may be necessary for the purpose. Rebels with arms in their hands, gangs o 


i d rourder, persons in the act of waging 
et eect ant al ad aid oat avant fees nay a ought to be attacked by 
ed invaders muy be attacked. If their behaviour and number 
to grant ia apie if they 

i t. In short, there 13 no 
were engaged ia ordinury war, they might be killed upoo the epu an easly aoe gi 


i ay oot in strict accordunce with law be 
' aur ey oF not, for the purpose of their deleat or 


arrest as , 
: : ivi litary officer ia any case 
: : sot be permitted to an civil or mt ; er 
he a pare a caaiton of the office of the judge eae erent oe 
week oBicer h ebt to punish his prisoners, still leas bes ri ice the circumstances 
such officer hae ng himaelf, alter the fact, and in referent Serie 
according to a law made by himself, r ie necessary in 0 


. do whateve ary : 
of a_ particular case. The law reuters arte ae aay principle of juative cr policy 


d arrest criminals ; ak proper. 
jordsee them iv punishing prisoners, when taken, a3 rey think ¢ ene geo 
: haps, be assisted in understanding and ee ey which they ure 
th Ocoee ee eiples ubove stated by a few observations on Se PP 
as they arise, 
meant to carry OUL fixed and settled pe of the Government 
of ines Sanit is absolutely essential to thie great object thet jis 
, 


i dt te enawe oouraced under excitement, and with litt 
a inble Ste neither just nor wise. It ws pro 


dual resentment or anxiety ear are in truth acts of weakness. Suc. 


f vigour, when ¢ 
ores fre eon fe ae those who give them doubi their own 8 
orders 


H4 
356. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


hand, in the effect which j 
in the Minds of the people. He 
force sufficient to protect the muse of quiet 


minorit wh teve, reasons, on ht be Wi li 
, “4 l 


13. His Excellency in Council cannot 
: Consent to be furced by the cr; i 
cad : Sanction of acts repugnant to the whole spirit of British rule, The Baie rote 
- 18 strong enough to €ep order and Suppress crime, and there i8 no occasion for 


indiscriminat Pee ; : 
area os © severity; nor in any case could the exercise of such severily be a source of 


14. With reference to th ial ci ' i i 
Cound aes peep A ieectal circumstances of Mr. Gowan's case, his Excellency in 


helpless. A large proportion of them Were badly wounded. They hud surrendered to very 
inferior numbers, and were under the guard of ‘a considerable military force, which wight 
have been increased tO any required extent, Under these circumstances their illegal and 


expedient. In fact, that he set aside the existing law because he thought it expedient to do 
60 in the particular case, is one of the elements in the offeuce which his Becellvacy in 
- Council considers Mr. Cowan to have committed. 


16. There are, however, other matters in connection with Mr. Cowan’s conduct which it 
is impossible to pase over, and which have been in part brought to his Excellency’s notice 
at a very late stage in the proceedings. The following references to the documenta 00 record 
will set this in a clear light. 


17. On the 16th January Mr. Cowan telegraphed to the Punjab Government for leave 
to execute four men in a eummary manner. 


18. On the same day Mr. Foreyth- wrote Mr. Cowan a demi-official note, which has been 
Jost, in which Mr, Foreyth directed Mr. Cowan to send the prisoners to Sherpur, to be kept 
until Mr. Forsyth could send a guard to take charge of them. Mr. Forsyth believes that 
his letter said that the guard wan to take them into Ludhiana for trial. Mr. Cowan believes 
that trial was not referred to. Be this as it may, the letter reached Mr. Cowan some hours 
before any of the executions took place. He says, “J put the note in my pocket, and 
thought Be more about it. It contained only n suggestion, which could not be acted on, 
for the captured Kikas were then close ‘to Kotla on their way in.” This sha rue 
imply that, in Mr, Cowan’s opinion, the main point of the note was thut the _ 8 oe 
‘ent to Sherpur; whereas it should have been also apparent to Mr. Cowan that Mr. orsyt 
desired that the men should be kept in custody, 

i nnot be reconciled with the spirit of Mr. Forsyth’s 
indies Hd Ged ak lscs area any eoty had been received toa telegraphic message 
sane ‘by Mr. Cowan the day before to the Punjab Government for leave to execute four 
men only, : 

uti i d whilst six or seven men were tied to the 

20. Before the ela ie ie soathibite a positive order from Mr. Forsyth 

One an Receive ; “[ request that you will prepare 
a proceed according to law. Mr. Forsyth's eile a ie a capiial’poulationent, 4nd 
t once the case against such as appear to you to be deserving parctaed Audie for psp: 
T shall then give immediate orders. But with Nv haa ease Neale of the ve simple form 
titude, the case is not auficiently sigent i Min Cowan anys, « After reading Mr. Forsyth’s 
soli a ee ee P ce District Superintendent of Police, with sa ohio 
rail ae et in cai ey the execution of the men already tied to guns, that su 
da ceding ould ive the worst effect on the people around us. cc 
ais ! been any serious diffi- 
His Excellency in Council cannot see that diclog as — for doieg 20 to the 
ay nly the zen it Gen ee oh 
: a's 6 0 . one 
by stander lgeoek hohner pag he diets, and where the act forbidden was upoo the 
the lives of six or seven | 
Reece il recognises that the lives of all the criminals 
i ; Generul in Council recognises tha rfeited to the laws, his 
nian ivike vere ‘ontbreak in the Punjub were hs sed follow ed by Mr. Cowan 
Facelloncy is onder the painful necessity of affirming tat and that it was characterised 


Bacelee that it was not palliated by any pybtic necessit os course was commenced in 
3 


was illega oH : lexion of barbarity. ° d in the absence 
by aint be anit of ieauectiens received from superior authority, ao of 
oppusition to 
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of sanction, iavoked but waited: ; ° 
positive orders, oe Awaited ; it was proseouted to completion in contravention of 


his Excellency in Council is compelled to direct that 


i ice. He doe : 
previous character and conduct have been unexceptionable pg a a ech 
sion of the wiotement acted with promp- 


which are under their su rintendence to act with a d 

alien to the spirit of English rule; and although Mr. Bay ‘ -eedi 

legal, that fact alone ought not to protect hia from isc he if (ieee aba = . 
want of that merciful discrimination ‘which ought in aH cases to be characteristic of the 
Bnitiah administration of In this, Mr. Foryih seems, to his Excellency in Councit, 
to have failed, and the failure was apparently due to his having permitted a not unnatural 
deaire to support a subordinate, to assume undue prominence in his mind in a case where 
interests of far greater importance were concerned. 


26. On the morning of January 17th, Mr. Forsyth had telegraphed to the Punjaub 
Government, as follows :— ; 


“ Referring to Cowan’s telegram, asking permission to execute at once four mien. Since 
then we have got 70 men. I aw on the spot, and can dispuse of the cases according to 
form, and withoyt delay, Exceptional action nut necessary, and would increase excitement 
better allayed, &c., &c.” 


27. On the night of the 16th, be wrote a demi-official letter, which reached Mr. Cowan 
before the “execution, On the 17th he wrote two separate letters, one official and one 
demi-official ; the first directing Mr. Cowan, and the second requesting him in the most 
pressing, though in most friendly terms, not to proceed illegally. On the 18th, having 
received the report of the executions, he gave an unquelified confirmation of all that Mr. 
Cowan hail done, in the following terms: “My dear Cowan, I soo Pal he and confirm 
all you have done. Youhave acted admirably. I am comin out.” Mr. Forsyth thus 
anticipated, without necessity, the opinions of the Lieutenant Governor aud the Govern- 
ment of India, committed superior authorities ae far as he could to sentiments which might 
be repugnant to their judgment, and directly reversed his own distinct resolution formed 
and expressed up to that moment. On the eame day he confirmed the sentence of the 
Malehr Kotla authorities, und ordered the immediute execution of the 16 men condemned 
by them, a course which was not warranted by the necessity of making a further on 
or by the character of the parties concerned, wmong whom varivus shades of guilt might, 


by a less cursory inquiry, liave been diecovered. _ 
28. In Mr. Forsyth’s explanation of the course taken by him, he says in his letter of the 


8th April 1872 :— sac 
“TI take this opportunity to make some remarks explanatory of the sentence carried into 
execution aguinst the 16 men on the 18th January. bts eat 
“¢ When the case was submitted for my orders, I had to conaider it in ite judicial aspect, 


as well as from a political point of view. . 
i i from all other 
‘ i ‘adicial view of the-case as it stood by itself, quita apart 
Se ee ee cia © a gait Whe had aoe a ee pele iad Hs ues 
: i j ferred against them. f 
were pronounced to be guilt a a charge pre zeit : aes sane’ uy oe cole i woul 
Se a eee at sentence should be mitigated, 


srime hy th 
have | des incumbent on me to show very oe eat if y Fea. to. caste ground: for base 


litary one, t : oo 
ae ce coal ae of deh passed on 16 men, than pop ak o4 ether ae nee 
rar or the Chief Court to hesitate to puss sentence on 12 men 


Ne rall the surrounding circiitnslances, and the first one which 


i ; ffered for the 

“T had, however, to conside t, that so many men had already au Be 
ar me at hare paths Me absaiting arguments which I now propose to re 
ame offence. 


neates: mitted of it, Mr. Cowan ought to be supported. 


: -d it when 
: d inwardl deplored it whet 
ecated his proposed action, an i é different, and, it 

: ht have Se ae I felt myself placed io a anni 3 ree 
et not taken, still when on ; ‘o hastily disavow his roceedings, 


to ts m i , ay ti ou id be most unwise. 
nil be reacily conceded, in @ most | Oe acid , a 
a criiene ee ee ie he bad had & conversation with Ram at 

e adda, in subsequ P 1 i | 
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im . 
behead nt wang ton, a Serious character of the outbreak ; that whilst 


ard a report of Kuka b ing i i 
irdar of Malodh Pressed hi rea Pa ints a ao 
Seems to have been that Mr. Cowan ought to be sup- 
=. aes Orsyth himself had repeatedly forbidden 
28. In con ormity with the views enunciated i i il i 
sana that, while Mr. Forsyth ie undoubtedly gules’ hit, Exe npn ea e 
small derree identified himself with the errorg commitied by Mr. Cova, : that he failed ta 
= e . . ’ 

ent in & serious emergency ; and that le 

Fecognised policy of the Government of 


Se 


state, and by an *xpression of the opinion of the Government of India that he ought not es 
Jn future be plac . 1D & position in which he would be called upon to exerciee similar be 
control and superintendence. Eth 

31. The Governor General in Council is Constrained to notice, with regret, that two ee 
documents esseutial to the information of the Supreme Government in thig case were not ‘Ts 
brought to his knowledge in regular course, und at the commencement of thig correspond- i 


ence, viz., the demi-official letter written by Mr, Forsyth to Mr. Cowan on the 16th January, 
since mislaid, and the letter uddressed by Mr. Forsyth to Mr, Cowan on the 18th, con- 


+ whee 
” 


32. It is with great concern that his Excellency in Council feels compelled to pass orders 
which affect gu seriously officers whose fault has no doubt been due mainly to over-zeal for 
the maintenunce of peace and onler, but he considers it nbsolutcly necessgry to cause it to 
be understood that, whilst every officer will be lully supported im any measures, however 
rigorous, which he may be justified by law in adopting for the maintenance or restoration 
o1 the peace, no one will be permitted to supersede the law at his own discretion. The 
line between the two things ia broad und clear, and the Governor General in Council would 
be equally prompt to notice guy remigsneas in the use of the means sanctioned by ud ie 
suppressing crime and bringing criminals to justice. He haa no fear that the course whi 
it fika been necessary to take with regard to the abn - will deter other officers from 

omi d promptitude in the presence o anger. t 
Eadie : in Council fears Pt little that the course now taken will be vain Be by oe 
native stilton: He trusts that this example will teach them that el ious me be 
alike a obey the law, and they rag be well Aenian en Bree _ a rt Seek 
at ines hee shi aryetes need Hie Sunislieg unlawfaly Their offence was deserving 
pps deere inubivent though it should have been inflicted in a iat ral oe 
preslas edewies, end with nore sha ventag an ee cou will make it clear 
nee heal ome ea ha ra Me Come are Tortidden by law, and are bad in 
=> al Casts lnat-auch See Gan te weenie and discrimination, and so take ToL the 
ie ee ie satisfaction of the requirements of justice, and a asty 
is 


j i d alarm. 
cceplance of the suggestions of excitement an | - 
ae icating this review of the conduct of the ipariacd are eho 
oe eG oan General in Council considers it due to his cap ee es 
oa tp the sentiments ener sth oes Lee Occar Ret 
. i i record, _fror 
lod gaa a eet oe that the conduct of Mr. oo sts ies ak 
first, embrac h eareciplialion., illegality, and crea a paw periniact iee 
= nessa eh fhe sadiiag circumstances under which Mr. 
conside 


& . Xcessive severity when done i 24 2 ip ny t 1 


which the Goveroor General ia Council 
ise in accordance with his sentiments, dad of -_ e irl err eer 
wise 


is Excellency is, however, the Governor General in Council 
Id have approved. His iews entertained by sty of wicacen 
no eset iference betwen the with the administration and security of a pro 
and those of the hig 


important as the Punjab. 


a 
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To His Grace the Duke of Argyll, x.t., Her Maj 
or India. 


My Lord Duke Resmi: 
Ra rt William, 8 May 1872 
By our Judicial Despatch, No. 28 of the 2 in in th 2 : 
ment, your Grace will learn’ thet a hae pes eens in the Home Depart- 
condemnation of the conduct of Mr. L:; Cowan, late Officiating Deputy Com- 


missioner of Ludiana, by removing him altogether from the service of Govern- 
ment. | 


2. The reasons for our action are fully set forth in the Home Office Despatch 
above quoted. We now venture to recommend to your Grace's merciful con 


sideration Mr. Cowan's claim to a moderate pension. ' 


3. Mr. Cowan ig an ucovenanted servant, who, through a long service af 
23 years, had raised himeelf, by meritorious and faithful conduct, to the respon- 


Kuka sect. The selection of Mr. Cowan for the charge of n district which con 

tained peculiar elements of disaffection and dunger is a proof of the esteem in which 
his character as a public officer stood, and his acts in the early part of last year, 
in connection with the murders perpetrated by the Kukas at Raikot, fully justified 
the confidence placed in him. ‘Phat he failed in the present instance we cannot 
but attribute in a great meusure to the yrave apprehensions which the pro- 
ceedings of this sect, somewhat perhaps exaggerated by his close observations of 


4. There can be no doubt that Mr. Cowan acted sincerely ani zeulously in 
accordance with what he erroneously believed to be the urgent demands of 
Public duty. It is deeply to be lamented that he did not possess that firmness and 
calmness of temperament which enables a public servaat to behuve at once with 
energy and reflection in a serious danger. Mr. Cowan erred, but his errors ie 
not, in our opinion, tu be confounded with those deliberate infractions of duty 
which are commonly visited with the severest penalties. In this ne nee ie 
no offence against the rules of morality or rectitude iit was the mis aioe 
Mr. Cowan to be confronted with an emergency which his erin ‘ : met 
enable him to meet with success. Nothing short of the Heat o Pcaiaen 
from the service would adequately mark the reprobation which this Stitt 
entertains for the acts into which he was betrayed, but we a a Ssteeaae 
severe measure of punishment with regret; we cannot withho ie orate 
sympathy for the offender, and we should be sorry to sec 8 hi . ence. We 
ruin added to the spend and veri a. ne ss pe ba Eich ieee 

icit the assent of your : 
herr igh Ataaathe case Mr. owas be allowed a pension of 300 rupees 


per mensem, with effect from the date of his dismissal. 
We have, &e. 


(signed) Neier of Magdala. 
Joka Strachey. 
R. Temple. 
H. W. Norman. 
———_—_————— 
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60 CORRESPONDENCE :—KOOKA OUTBREAK. 


(Judicial, No. 32.) 
From Secretary of State for India in Council to the Government of India. 


My Lord, 


Tue Despatch of your Excellency's predecessor 
No. 28, of 1872, relative to the Kuka disturbances, 
sidered by me in Council. 


India Office, 18 July 1872. 
in Council, dated 2nd May, 
has been most carefully con- 


2. In that Despatch, Lord Napier in Council stated that, after a full considera- 
tion of all the circumstances connected with the outbreak and its suppression, 
he had felt it his duty to dismiea Mr. Cowan from the service of Government, and 
to remove Mr. Forsyth to another appointment in Oude. 


3. I have to express to you my concurrence in the principles laid down by 
the Government of India as applicable to this most painful case, and my entire 
approval of the dismissal of Mr. Cowan from the public service, and likewise of 
the orders which. you have issued in respeyt to Mr. Forsyth. 


4. In consideration of his previous services, 1 approve uf the grant to Mr. 
Cowan of a pension of 300 rupevs per mensem, as propused in the Financial 
Despatch of Lord Napier in Council, dated 3rd May, No. 1614, of 1872. 


I have, &e. 
(signed) Argyll. 
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